



REPORT OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 12 DECEMBER 2007
TITLE: NCN ROUTE 6 – LITTLETON ROAD TO WHITEWATER DRIVE

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That Lead Member for Housing/Planning is recommended to accept the Target Price quotation from Tarmac Ltd. In the sum of £190,257.80 to carry out the improvement of pedestrian / cycling facilities on the existing riverside walkway between Littleton Road and Whitewater Drive, adjacent to the River Irwell and to give authority to the expenditure of £25,948 for Urban Vision fees.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The purpose of this report is to seek authority to accept the Target Price quotation from Tarmac Ltd. to carry out the improvement of pedestrian / cycling facilities on the existing walkway between Littleton Road and Whitewater Drive and give authority to the expenditure of Urban Vision fees.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  Report to Lead Member Planning on 26th March 2007

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

SOURCE OF FUNDING: Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007 / 2008

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: The proposals within this report have been approved against the monitoring officers checklist. Provided by :Ian Sheard

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: The proposals within this report are within the allocations previously identified in the approved Block 3 programme for 2007/08. Provided by: Nigel Dickens

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS:  There are no communication implications on this contract, local residents will be advised prior to commencement of work on site.

VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: The scheme will be carried out under the Re-thinking Construction Framework Agreement by Tarmac Ltd. and will provide value for money

CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: The scheme is included in Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007 / 2008. Provided by Darren Findley

PROPERTY: N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A

CONTACT OFFICER: 
 JOHN PEDDER                         Extension No: 0161 779 4884

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Irwell Riverside and Kersal

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Community Safety / Healthy Lifestyle.

DETAILS:

1.0 Background
1.1 Sustrans is a Civil Engineering Charity which designs, promotes and builds traffic free routes for cyclists, walkers and people with disabilities.

1.2 A significant part of Sustrans works has been to plan and promote a National Cycle Route Network (NCN) in seeking to link these traffic free routes together under a common branding. NCN 6 is one of 2 routes that will pass through Salford.

1.3 NCN6 will link Central Manchester with Bury via Salford University and Charlestown utilising quiet routes along the river at frequent intervals

1.4 At the meeting of the Lead Member on 26th March 2007, approval was given to the proposed programme of Transport Capital Expenditure for 2007/2008.

1.5 Included within the Programme is an allocation for the improvement of pedestrian and cycling facilities that form part of NCN6 by reconstructing the existing walkway in a combination of bituminous materials in some proposed urban areas and compacted stone surfacing as per the existing walkway in other areas.

1.6 In accordance with the Re-thinking Construction Framework Agreement  the scheme has been allocated to Tarmac Ltd.

2.0 Details
2.1 The scheme comprises:

· Reconstruction of existing grassed walkway to provide a 3m wide bitmac walkway / cycleway.

· Reconstruction of existing grassed walkway to provide a 3m wide walkway / cycleway in a compacted gravel/dust finish

· Widening of existing 2m wide stone path to 3m wide walkway / cycleway in a compacted gravel/dust finish

· Installation of several access control units.

· Installation of street lighting duct for future lighting works.

3.0 Financial Implications And Recommendations
3.1 The cost summary of the scheme is as follows:

	Works
	£190,257.80

	Fees
	£25,948.00

	Total
	£216,205.80


3.2  The annual cost of routine maintenance (sweeping and litter picking) of these improved facilities is £3,235 per annum. Provision has been made for this cost in the annual maintenance budget. 

3.3   A fuller breakdown of the cost of the scheme is shown on the Tender Approval Pro Forma which is attached to this report

3.4  The scheme will be funded from the Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007/08.

4.0 Conclusion
4.1 Implementation of this scheme will improve pedestrian / cycle facilities on the walkway adjacent the River Irwell between Littleton Road and Whitewater Drive in line with the goals of Sustrans and the City Council’s commitment to promoting a healthy lifestyle.
Bob Osborne

Deputy Director of Housing and Planning
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