EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FORUM MEETING

22nd June 2005

Meeting commenced 10.00 a.m.

“              Ended 11.10 a.m.

Present:
Councillor Hinds - Chair

Councillors Devine, Dobbs, Perkins, McDonald, McIntyre, Pooley, 



Tim Sigsworth, Director of Fundraising, LGF



Hasna Dewan and Shabram Shah - Salford Link Project

In attendance:

Alan Westwood, Jean Carter, Sarah Farmer, Zahrah Mir, ,– Customer & Support Services Directorate, Paul Budis, - Education and Leisure Directorate.

1.
APOLOGIES
Councillors Hudson, Smyth. 

Jim Wheelton – Salford Disabled Motorists and Access Association 

Bhupendra Mistry - Social Cohesion Manager - Community & Social Services Directorate

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations were made

3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25th  MAY 2005

The minutes were agreed as a true record

4.
ACTION PLAN AND MATTERS ARISING

An update on activities detailed in the Matters Action Plan was given

5.
REPORT – ACCESS TO COUNCIL BUILDINGS AND CONSULTATION ON THE 5 -YEAR STRATEGY – Sarah Farmer

A report was given providing background information on relevant legislation in respect of physical access to buildings and duties of service providers.  An update was given on progress being made to ensure that council buildings used by the public are accessible. A summary of information which had been obtained during an external consultation exercise was also given. The presentation was well received and generated a significant amount of discussion.  An updated report will be submitted to the September meeting of the Forum.

It was resolved:

THAT the Report be noted. 

6.
REPORT – The Equality Standard – Steps to reach Level 3 – Jean Carter                      

An overview of the key broad areas which need to be addressed to reach Level 3 of the Standard by March 2008 was given. The respective roles of Members, Managers and staff and the Community and Voluntary Groups were also identified. Updates on progress will be submitted to the Forum on a regular basis.

It was resolved:
 THAT the report be noted

7. REPORT - Corporate Health Indicators relevant to Equalities.

Information was given on the equalities related BVPIs for the fourth quarter 2004/5.

It was resolved:
THAT the report be noted.

8.
Any Other Business of an Urgent Nature 

8.1
Pride Games.

Councillor Perkins asked what support the Council is giving to the games, which are taking place in August 2005.  Some of the events are taking place in Salford.  Councillor Dobbs stated that he had received correspondence from a constituent on a specific issue relating to the Pride Games.

It was resolved:
THAT the Director of Customer and Support Services follow up on the points raised and report back to Forum Members. 

9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 28 September 2005 at 10.00 am at The Civic Centre.   
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