	Part 1 (Open to the public)
	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION

To the: Lead Member for Planning

On:13th June 2005

To the: Lead Member for Customer and Support Services

On 20th June 2005

TITLE: Purchase of Iclipse web browser 

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That the purchase of the Iclipse web browser at a total cost of £30,314.69, as more fully detailed in this report, be approved as an exception to financial regulations under Part 4: Section 7 of the Council Procedure Rules on Contractual Standing Orders 2.1a (sole supplier).  That is, to approve an exception to the financial regulations as the service is exclusive to Anite, the company which supplies the Iclipse software.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report outlines the requirements for the Iclipse web browser and the costs associated with the upgrade. 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

n/a

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

n/a

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:

A contribution from the Planning Delivery Grant.

LEGAL ADVICE:

Richard Lester:

No significant legal implications.

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:

Dave McAllister

PROPERTY INPLICATIONS: N/A

HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS : N/A

CLIENT CONSULTED: YES

CONTACT OFFICER:

Anthony Stephenson X3767

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:

ALL WARDS

DRIVING FORCE:

E-government priority outcomes and Best Value Performance Indicator 205 (Quality of Service Checklist). 

DETAILS:

This project represents an extension of the Iclipse document management system.  The web browser will allow access for customers, via the internet, to any digital documents stored on the Iclipse system.  Currently, all planning related documents are scanned twice, once for the document management system and once for the website.  The implementation of the Iclipse web browser will mean that documents only have to be scanned once, resulting in significant efficiency gains.  The project will contribute to the achievement of a Best Value Performance Indicator (205) – Quality of Service Checklist and Priority Outcome R8 – Receipt and processing of planning and building control applications.  

The costs for the project are:

£20,000 purchase
£2,940 implementation and training
£4,000 5-year licence charge
£3,374.69 (hardware and licence upgrade).  
Total = £30,314.69

Given that the Iclipse web browser is an extension of the document management system that we are currently using, and that the package is unique to Anite, the supplier, it is not appropriate to get quotations from other companies.


Bill Taylor 

Managing Director of Urban Vision

