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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES

ON 19TH MARCH 2010
TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES

ON 22ND MARCH 2010

TITLE : PARTNERING FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FOR FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

RECOMMENDATIONS :

That approval is granted to the setting up of a partnering framework agreement for suppliers and services contracts relating to furniture and equipment.
That approval is granted to delegate authority to Lead Member for Children’s Services to accept costs under the agreement for the supply of furniture and equipment relating to new primary schools and other facilities.

	


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

The project is in line with Children’s Services investment strategy for primary schools under Every Child Matters: Primary Capital Programme and council policies relating to efficiency gains.
	


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)

The relevant documents contain exempt or confidential information and are not available for public inspection.

	


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Low 
	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:

Children’s Services Directorate Capital Programme for projects relating to schools and other 
Children’s Services facilities. In respect of Children’s Services capital projects the funding 
allowances will have been notified under previous reporting mechanisms.
COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS




Provided by : Deborah Derbyshire








(Procurement Category Manager)
Standing Orders Apply
2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : Deborah Derbyshire

 







(Procurement Category Manager)
     Standing Orders Apply         
3. ICT STEERING GROUP IMPLICATIONS


 
N/A
PROPERTY (if applicable):

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):

	


CONTACT OFFICER :

Gregory Durkin – 0161 778 0421 
	


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):

All Wards
	


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

All relating to efficiency gains under procurement methods and capital expenditure.
	


DETAILS

1.
Background
It has been recognised that there is a need to set up a purchasing mechanism for the competitive supply of furniture and equipment for new and refurbished schools and other council facilities under capital programmes.

In line with the council’s strategy for partnering frameworks it is proposed to set up an agreement to deliver furniture and equipment under this type of contract.

2.
Details

In conjunction with Corporate Services (Purchasing Section) procedures have been followed for the setting up of a partnering framework agreement in full accordance with European Union (EU) Public Procurement Legislation for supplies and services contracts relating to furniture and equipment. 
It is intended that the agreement will run for a period of four years commencing on 1st April 2010. 
The companies selected under the agreement are Community Playthings, Southern Office Interiors Ltd, H. Jenkinson & Co. Ltd, EME Furniture Ltd, Kinnarps (UK) Ltd, British Thornton ESF Ltd, Fusion Office Interiors and Bevlan Office Interiors Ltd.

It is expected that the purchasing facilities provided under the framework will be used extensively by Children’s Services Directorate for providing furniture and equipment particularly in new primary schools and other facilities under their capital programmes. Accordingly approval is also sought to delegate authority to the Lead Member for Children’s Services to accept costs under the framework agreement for the supply of furniture and equipment insofar as their total amounts do not exceed the approved capital limits.

The reasons are to enable schools and other end users to have the flexibility of using different suppliers to best suit their needs. The framework agreement will allow the opportunity to run mini competitions between the partnered companies in order to drive out best value.

All procedures are in accordance with normal Standing Orders.

There are no revenue implications.

3.
Recommendations
That approval is granted to the setting up of a partnering framework agreement for suppliers and services contracts relating to furniture and equipment.

That approval is granted to delegate authority to Lead Member for Children’s Services to accept costs under the agreement for the supply of furniture and equipment relating to new primary schools and other facilities.
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