The Consultation and involvement of women in Salford

1
Introduction

We invited over 36 different organisations to a consultation event on the 6th September 2005 at Salford Women’s Centre around setting up a women’s group to drive forwards the needs and aspirations of the women of Salford within Salford City Council.

11 organisations agreed to attend the event resulting in 23 women attending which ensured that we invited both women who used particular services and women who work in Salford.

2
Background and Aims of the event

The morning and afternoon sessions involved women working together, building friendships and allowing themselves to relax.

The afternoon session involved a PATH, which is a person centred planning tool that originates from America.  Its aim is to enable groups to dream about a future event utilising colour, pictures and ideas.

3
Current situation and further developments

The outcome of the PATH is that a Women’s Group has been formed which will be set up to tackle key issues such as women in top jobs, quality childcare, cleaner parks, access to out of office hour services, same sex partnerships, joint working, being the voice of the women of Salford as well as consulting with Salford Council on key issues.

The other outcome is to empower the women of Salford to get together so that they can collectively celebrate International Women’s Day 2006

4
Key Issues

The PATH established ideas around International Women’s Day such as; aerial photographs in the shape of the women’s symbol, clearing parks so children can play safely, and workshops around dance, drama and entertainment.

Another event will be held for the women from the BME community at Salford Link Project on the 21st September 2005.  This ensures we meet the needs of our diverse community in Salford.

5
Conclusions

This event has provided an ideal opportunity to raise the profile of the Council. Council officers will continue to maintain an interest and participation in the group although they will not be leading the Forum – this will be undertaken by Salford Women’s Centre.

The Women’s Centre is an ideal mechanism from which the Council can access women from a range of communities, ages and ideas. This will assist in the Council’s quest for consultation and ensure the Council is aiming to meet the needs and aspirations of the women of Salford.

