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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING & PLANNING


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES ON 17th October 2005

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 17th October 2005

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING ON 3rd November 2005


TITLE : Streetscape Scenes – Groundwork Projects 2005/06 Waiving Standing Orders


RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. That Lead Member for Customer and Support Services waive Standing Orders to enable the appointment of Groundwork to act as consultant to seek and accept tenders and manage the contracts in order to maximise the spend that can be achieved  by the Housing Market Renewal Streetscape Scenes Programme in 2005/06.

2. That Lead Member for Planning notes the report.

3. That Lead Member for Housing notes the report.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : 

Groundwork are developing a major programme of works comprising 15 projects with a value of £619k in partnership with local communities.  

Approval will enable each project to be developed and implemented in order to ensure that the allocated funding is spent and outputs/outcomes achieved.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)

Streetscape Scenes Programme 2005/06 report approved by Housing Lead Member on the 5th May 2005.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

These projects have been delayed because of the timescale required to secure approval to match funding from ERDF. 

Failure to achieve spend will result in a lower impact of the Housing Market Renewal programme.

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

Housing Market Renewal Grant 

European Regional Development Fund

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : 

Ian Sheard 0161 793 3084

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by :

Nigel Dickens 0161 793 2585

PROPERTY (if applicable): -

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable): -

	


CONTACT OFFICER : 

Mike Arnold 0161 793 3646


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):

Weaste and Seedley, Claremont, Irwell Riverside, Kersal, Broughton 


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.0 Background Information

1.1
Through the Housing Market Renewal Fund (Sustaining Neighbourhoods) an approved allocation of £612k is available to support the Streetscape Scenes Programme in 2005/06. Additionally, £572k of funding from the European Regional Development Fund has also been recently approved. The total Streetscape Scenes programme value for 2005/06 is £1,184k.

1.2
The Streetscape Scenes Programme for 2005/06 was approved by Housing Lead Member on the 5th May 2005.

2.0 Details
2.1
In accordance with the approved programme, Groundwork are developing 15 projects. These are:-



Weaste Renewal Area


Willow Road Weaste Lane




£50,000

Church Ave Garden





£79,800


Emerson & Kingsford Alley improv.


£20,000


Buckingham Ave Gardens




£25,000


Cedric  Street Alleyway Closures



£22,000


New Weaste


Bolivia Greenspace and alleyway closure

£35,000


Duchy

Houghton Street Alleyway closures and gable end
£15,000


Broughton

Cliff Alleyway closure & resurfacing


£50,000

Harry Hall Garden





£53,000

Wellington Street West Alleyways



£63,000

Wellington St West derelict site



£10,261

Melbourne St derelict site




£74,000

Irwell Riverside/NDC

Key Routes visual improvements



£80,000

Kingsley Ave Green Space




£30,000

Dogtrack Art project





£12,000

Total








£619,061
2.2
Developed in close partnership with local communities, the projects focus upon environmental improvement and security works in housing areas and support fully the objectives of Housing Market Renewal. 

3.0 Procurement

3.1 Standing orders were waived to enable Groundwork to successfully deliver a significant programme of Streetscape projects in 2004/05 valued at £176k (as part of a package of works valued in excess of £1,000k that Groundwork delivered in Salford) and it is proposed that the same arrangements be used to assist with the delivery of the 2005/06 programme.

3.2 The works will be procured via single stage selective tendering with some of the projects being combined based on timing and the opportunity to deliver economies of scale.

3.3
It is proposed that Groundwork  use their own in – house procedures for tendering and the appointment of the contractor. 

3.4 Tenders will be sought from a minimum of 4 suitably qualified contractors identified from Groundwork’s own list of approved contactors and suppliers.

3.3 The Groundwork list of approved contractors includes contractors based in Salford and from across the North West region. Groundwork will use their discretion to invite tenders from contractors who are suitable on a scheme by scheme basis. 

	Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of  Housing & Planning
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