SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
8th February, 2005

Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
9.30 p.m.
PRESENT:
Norman Shacklady (Beech Farm Residents' Association) - in the Chair
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES:


Frank Arnold - Beech Farm Residents' Association

D. Butters - Wardley Community Association


Andrew Connolly - Swinton Open Space Community Association 


R. Docherty - Swinton and Pendlebury Anglers


Mr. T.R. Holmes - Swinton Boys Football Club


Louise Jackson - Clifton Charity Shop Over Sixties Club


E. Morris - Wardley Community Association


Joe O'Neill - Parkfield Residents' Group


Martin O'Neill - Parkfield Residents' Group


Jackie  Price – Swinton Division Guides 


Nasima Rahman - Salford Community Network


Nicola Ramsden - Swinton Familes


Nicola Rawlinson - Helping Hands


R. Rothwell - Moorside Bowling Club


Steve Sheridan - Helping Hands


Christine Sigurnjak - Transport and the Environment


Barry Wilde – Swinton Open Space Community Association


Maureen Wilkinson - Transport and the Environment


Kevin Woodward - Parkfield Residents' Group


Ivor Zott - Wardley Transport Group

          
WARD COUNCILLORS:




Councillor Bill Hinds (Swinton North Ward)




Councillors John Cullen and Charles McIntyre (Swinton South Ward)




Councillor Karen Garrido, Worsley Ward, also attended by invitation whilst the Committee discussed Health Services in Swinton

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




Neil Baker - Swinton Health Improvement Team




Jean Colpitts - Salford Primary Care Trust




Alan Eastwood - Area Co-ordinator




Brian Elsey - Community Development Officer




Heidi Finlay - Neighbourhood Manager




Sarah Hughes - Salford City Council




Tim Jones - Principal Planner (Environment and Projects)




Angela McLeod - Salford PCT




Anne Parkes - Groundwork Manchester, Salford and Trafford




Jack Sharp - Salford PCT




Rachael Slack - Age Concern, Salford




Steve Walker - Salford PCT




Emma Warrington - Housing Strategy, Salford City Council




Zoe Whiteside - Salford City Council




Steve Whittaker - Salford PCT

69.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors B. J. , M. Lea and Warner  and Marlene Goode, Graham Pattison and Debbie Weston.

70.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
It was reported that (a) residents on the Parkfield Estate were in the process of establishing a residents' association and (b) in the meantime they had formed a residents' group and nominated Martin O'Neill to represent them as a voting member of the Committee.

The Chairman extended a welcome to Mr. O'Neill.

71.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th December, 2004, were approved as a correct record subject to the addition of Debbie Weston and Ivor Zott to the list of persons present.

72.
VANDALISATION OF VEHICLES ON THE PARKFIELD ESTATE

(Previous Minute 61 - 14th December, 2004)

A report of the Greater Manchester Police was circulated (a) outlining actions which had been taken in response to reported incidents of theft, criminal damage and burglary on the Parkfield Estate, (b) containing details of action taken to deal with graffiti in the area and incidents in Victoria Park and (c) confirming that the situation would be monitored.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

73.
FLY TIPPING AT RAKE LANE, CLIFTON

(Previous Minute 66 - 14th December, 2004)

The Area Co-ordinator reported that he had requested an explanation for the delay in removing the fly tipped material from Rake Lane in Clifton.

74.
DEVELOPMENT OF THE SWINTON COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN (CAP)

 
(Previous Minute 62 - 14th December, 2004)

The Neighbourhood Manager circulated a schedule summarising the points which Members had raised , at the consultation event on 14th December, 2004,

 for possible inclusion in the CAP .

Mr. Connolly suggested that (a) the opinions set out in the schedule could not be taken as representative of the views of the Swinton community as there were areas within the city which did not have representatives upon the Committee and (b) as a consequence, the schedule was  of little value in informing the development of the CAP.

The Neighbourhood Manager acknowledged the criticism but pointed out that the consultation event was the first stage in a wider effort to secure greater community involvement in the development of the CAP.  Wider consultation would follow in the future.

Mr. Wilde pointed out that the information given to the Community Committee, was, in many cases, insufficient to enable Members to reach appropriate decisions.

75.
MEDICAL SERVICES IN SWINTON

(Previous Minute 65 - 14th December, 2004)

Reference was made to concerns expressed at the last meeting about the time taken to secure an appointment within a reasonable time with Swinton GPs.  It was reported that it had since been clarified that the criticisms related to The Sides Medical Centre and officers of the PCT attended to give a response.

Mr. Sharp and Ms. Colpitts reported that (a) there had not been problems at the Centre in the past so it could be concluded that the delays were a consequence of one of the GPs going on long term sick leave, (b) funding was available and efforts had been made to secure cover but the agencies were unable to fill the vacancy, (c) the problems had started in October, 2004, and the GP would not return for a minimum of 3 months, (d) the problem was exacerbated by the relatively high number of patients who failed to attend an appointment, (e) the medical centre was developing an action plan to determine a solution to the problem, and, in the short term, had developed a system whereby patients could book appointments with non specified doctors at the earliest possible date and (f) despite the problems an independent inspection under the Quality and Outcomes framework had concluded that the overall service provision at the medical centre was satisfactory.

In response to questions from Members:


(
it was acknowledged that, under the circumstances, the average waiting time for routine appointments at The Sides Medical Centre was unlikely to be significantly reduced in the short term.   Appointments were, however, available at short notice for urgent and emergency cases.


(
Councillor Hinds confirmed that Salford City Council was aware that there was a shortage of doctors in Salford as a whole and had made representations to HM Government.  Mr. Sharpe reported that the PCT had been successful in recruiting doctors for the city and would continue this process.


(
The PCT indicated that they would welcome guidance from Members if they knew of any agencies which might be able to provide cover for the Medical Centre.

76.
RECRUITMENT OF MAGISTRATES
Derek Osbaldestin, Chair of the City of Salford Magistrates Bench, reported that there was a shortage of magistrates from the Swinton area.  As local knowledge was one of the characteristics of a magistrate, Mr. Osbaldestin asked Members to either consider becoming a magistrate or raising the issue with other members of their nominating organisation.  He gave details of the duties of magistrates, the training they received and their desired characteristics and qualities.

RESOLVED:
THAT any Member interested in becoming a magistrate be encouraged to contact Andrew Ball, Deputy Secretary of the Salford Advisory Committee, Salford Magistrates Court, Bexley Square, Salford, M3 6DJ.

77.
SALFORD STRATEGIC HOUSING PARTNERSHIP
It was reported that (a) a Strategic Housing Partnership had been established to bring together the Council's housing partners and customers with a view to improving housing and housing services in the city and (b) there were vacancies on the Housing Partnership for one Council tenant and one owner occupier or private tenant to represent residents.

RESOLVED:
THAT any Member interested in being a resident representative on the Housing Partnership be encouraged to contact Helen McColl, Housing Strategy Officer, on telephone number 0161 922 8776.

78.
LANDLORD LICENSING
Zoe Whiteside, Principal Officer in the Market Support Team, Housing Services, made a presentation on proposals to introduce licensing which would require landlords who owned private rented dwellings to meet certain conditions.  The presentation set out (a) the problems which licensing was intended to resolve, (b) the criteria which would apply, (c) the approach which Salford City Council took to licensing and (d) progress to-date and a plan for action.

Members were encouraged to submit comments upon the proposals by way of consultation sheets circulated at the meeting.

79.
NEWLANDS (LIVIA) PROJECT AND COALFIELD COMMUNITIES CAMPAIGN - PROGRESS 


Tim Jones and Anne Parkes submitted reports on progress with schemes under the LIVIA and Coalfield Communities Campaign projects.  


In relation to the Newlands LIVIA project it was acknowledged that, although this was the second year of the project, Members might feel there was little practical evidence of works in the area.  However, the report indicated that significant background work had been progressed behind the scenes.  This included  site investigations, complex lease negotiations and land ownership searches, community consultation work and bidding mechanisms.  In addition  some funding had been spent on some 'quick-wins' and the report gave details of works which had taken place to-date (including improvements at Slack Brook, installation of controls to restrict unauthorised vehicular access and the removal of 24 tonnes of rubbish) and actions scheduled for the future.


Clarification was requested on actions to be taken with regard to the original Lumns Lane footpath which was overgrown.  Ms. Parkes confirmed that this would be discussed with the Landscape Architects.  .


In relation to the Coalfield Communities Campaign the reports indicated that (a) funding had been secured for regeneration projects in Clifton from January, 2005, to March, 2007, (b) the funds from the Coalfield Communities Campaign had been combined with existing investment from the Newlands Project (LIVIA) so as to maximise benefits and (c) Groundwork Manchester, Salford and Trafford had been asked to lead development work in addition to the community development work which they were already undertaking in the area.  Accordingly, the reports contained a proposed investment plan which had been developed based upon input from key community members and representatives.


One resident of Clifton present at the meeting raised doubts as to the degree to which the proposals matched the wishes of the community whereas   another  welcomed the proposals and suggested that this project was just what was needed to support community development and engagement in the area.


The Area Co-ordinator suggested that the credibility of the project would be enhanced if key milestones in the process were linked to expenditure so as to show clearly progress.



RESOLVED:
(1)  THAT, insofar as this Committee is concerned, capital funding amounting to £135,205 be utilised to support the following projects over the period January, 2005, to March, 2007:-



Clifton Resource Centre 



Operation Gate-it around Clifton Green



Green Gym



Swinton Car Project



Swinton and Pendlebury Anglers



The Open Space Improvement Programme




(2)  THAT, insofar as this Committee is concerned, revenue funding amounting to £90,134  be utilised to secure a part time Project Officer (3 days per week) and a full time Outreach Youth Development Worker in order to:-


support local organisations and community members in the delivery of regeneration projects

provide training and capacity building with these groups and individuals

secure additional match funding to support the monies already in place



(3)
THAT additional revenue funding be ringfenced in the programme and be utilised as required to deliver the programme objectives ( e g by financing the cost of sessional workers ).




(4)
THAT recruitment to any vacant positions be undertaken in accordance with the equal opportunities policies of the Partnership and a local focus be applied to ensure opportunities for local people are maximised.




(5)
THAT a local representative from the Clifton Initiative be sought to take part in the employment process including approval of job specifications, short listing of candidates and participation in interview panels.




(6)
THAT, so as to ensure that Members are able to monitor progress, reports be submitted to every other meeting of the Community Committee.
80.
PROPOSED REGENERATION OF THE CRICKET GROUND OFF BARTON ROAD, SWINTON


Mr. O'Neill presented a report on behalf of the Parkfield Estate Residents' Group recommending that a feasibility study be undertaken to assess the possibility of developing the cricket ground off Barton Road.  Suggestions included marking out the outer running track and pitches so as to widen the range of possible sports and thus attract more user groups to the area and provide facilities for young people who might otherwise engage in anti social activities.


The Group undertook to try and secure funding for storage facilities and sporting equipment.  Rent income from the latter could be used to repair the outer fencing.


Mr. O'Neill reported also that the Group's proposals for regeneration of the Black Harry site  included, subject to the agreement of his widow, the installation of a bench in memory of the late Councillor Dougie Daniels.


Persons present at the meeting, including the Chair of the local football club, which used the site, the Community Development Worker and Mr. Sheridan confirmed their willingness to take part in developing the proposals.  


RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the Community Development Worker convene a meeting between the various parties to discuss how best to progress the proposed regeneration of the cricket ground off Barton Road.



(2)
THAT the proposal of the Parkfield Estate Residents' Group to install a bench in memory of the late Councillor Daniels be supported insofar as this Committee is concerned.

81.
NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT IN SALFORD:  ESTABLISHMENT OF AN EXECUTIVE GROUP

The Neighbourhood Manager submitted a report setting out (a) the proposed role of Executive Groups which were to be established in Salford as part of the Neighbourhood Management process, (b) the proposed responsibilities of the Group and (c) a suggested membership for the Executive Group.


RESOLVED:
THAT the following represent the Swinton Community Committee on the Swinton Executive Group:-


(
The Chairman of the Community Committee (Norman Shacklady)


(
Mr. Docherty as a Community Representative


(
Councillor Maureen Lea - Clifton Ward


(
Councillor Bill Hinds - Swinton North Ward


(
Councillor John Cullen - Swinton South Ward

82.
BUDGET SUB-GROUP



The Committee considered (a) recommendations made by the Budget Sub-Group at their meeting on 25th January, 2005, for grants which might be made under the devolved budget, (b) additional information which had become available on applications deferred by the Sub-Group, (c) additional applications which had been received since the meeting of the Sub-Group and (d) suggestions for how the format of the reports by the Budget Sub-Group might be altered for the future.


RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the applications for funding under the devolved budget be dealt with as set out in the appendix to these minutes.



(2)
THAT the financial position statement as at 17th January, 2005, be noted.



(3)
THAT the appreciation of the Beech Farm Residents for the Committee's support for their 10th anniversary celebrations be noted.



(4)
THAT officers examine the feasibility of using bigger type on future reports of the Budget Sub-Group and of adding an additional column to specify the number of times an applicant has already received grant aid and the purpose.

83.
LIVING SPACES

RESOLVED:
THAT the most recent press release from HM Government on the Living Spaces initiative be noted.

84.
SWINTON NEWSLETTER



The Neighbourhood Manager circulated copies of the latest issue of the Swinton Newsletter.

85.
NEW SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

The Committee were given details of new safety requirements which had been 


introduced aimed at curbing injuries and damage to properties caused by faulty electrical installations.

86.
CLIFTON RESOURCE CENTRE

Nicola Ramsden circulated details of an open day which was to be held on Thursday, 10th February, 2005, to celebrate the re-opening of the Clifton Resource Centre on Clifton Green.

87.
EXAMINATION PERFORMANCE IN SWINTON SCHOOLS

Mr. Wilde referred to media reports that examination results in Moorside and Swinton High Schools were well below average.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Lead Member for Education be requested to attend the next meeting of the Community Committee to respond to these reports.

88.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of the Swinton Community Committee be held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 12th April, 2005.
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