CLAREMONT / WEASTE ENVIRONMENT TASK GROUP

   20th October 2009

2:00 pm

Cleveland House

PRESENT:


M. Walbank
  (Comm Servs)


B. Downes
  (Resident)


J. Collins
  (Resident)


V. Ivison            (Resident)

R. Fulton
  (Groundwork)

C. Standish 
  (Env Servs)         



A. Devine
  (Urban Vision)


L. Kershaw
  (PCT)

L. Bates 
  (Comm Servs)

J. Drake
  (URC)

I. Cowell
  (resident)

1. APOLOGIES:  M. Johnston (Salix), R. Steenson (ES), J. Horrocks (UV),               N. Clarke (Salix) and Cllr Ainsworth

2. Notes of meetings held on 18th August 2009 

The notes were agreed as a correct record.

3. neighbourhood environmental improvements
· URC 

a) Calvert St – Work is now complete, the area has been turfed and a knee rail installed. Project 34 are currently in negotiations with a view to maintaining the land. 

b) Hope Village Shops – The URC have some underspend which JD offered to  use to tidy the beds in the first instance if, the shop keepers sign up to an agreement to then maintain. The funding may also be used to possibly fund the proposal for trees for the area.

It has now been established that some council enforcement may be possible    using a S215 notice to enforce the shopkeepers to tidy the beds. The     Planning Enforcement Officer will look to assess the beds to ascertain if it merits issuing 
a notice. If this isn’t possible an informal advisory / warning letter which has no legal standing will be sent. ES have quoted a costing of £445 per year to maintain the beds. A contract will need to be drawn up which will require signing by the shop keepers if this is to go ahead. 

Recommend: 
to Community Committee that Jonathan Drake’s offer be accepted subject to the shop keepers signing an agreement.

c) Dolby Park – The Cleaner, Greener Team will be working to visually improve the area in the coming weeks. There is little other progress at present.  It may be a possible site for a Playbuilder site. A Playbuilder consultation process looking for sites on which to build young peoples play facilities is taking place. Rob Fulton informed the group that there may be possible funding through the Community Open Spaces Lottery funding to support play facilities. Groundwork would offer support with the application process.


Action:
Kay and Rob to liaise with Marie Backhouse (local 



resident)

d) Prestwood Road – Consultation is currently ongoing regarding the installation of the litter bins. When all comments have been received and collated CS and JD will meet to progress with the work.

· Salix


e) All Hallows High School - Updates are required regarding any progress at the site by Salix.

f) Eccles Old Rd – Salix updates are required regarding any progress with the wall. 

g) St Luke’s CE School – Salix updates are required regarding any progress at the site.

h) Lightoaks Park – JD informed the group that the URC would be supporting the proposed clean up of the pond in the park with match funding. 

i) Oakwood Park – CS has spare litter bins if any are required in the park.  

4. HIGHWAYS
a) Devolved Capital Budget Update
Progress updates were given in respect of:
· Hope Village Shops – The devolved budget has now been agreed by lead member therefore work on this scheme can progress. Consultation letters have been circulated to the shopkeepers outlining the plans for the safer parking scheme and also including plans for the installation of trees. The issue of imposing limited parking restrictions was discussed in relation to the car park at the side of Captain Cod which serves the Hope shops. 

· Bolton Rd Shops – A copy of the revised plans for using bolt on bollards was issued prior to this meeting for discussion. Several issues were raised regarding the installation of the bollards:

a) 
Could the bollards be set back further to avoid interfering with the cables / utilities? 

ANSWER - The position of the bollards needs to be set the standard 0.45m back from the kerb edge to prevent vehicles from clipping wing mirrors, doors etc. If the bollards were set any further back then this wouldn't prevent vehicles from mounting the pavement, the bollards would be more of an obstruction to pedestrians if moved into the footway and it is likely that other services run through this footway, making it difficult to find a suitable alternative location.

b)  
If the bollards are set too near to the pavement edge and they are 

bolted down are they more likely to be disrupted by cars which 
may mount the kerb and hit the bollards. 

ANSWER - As mentioned in a) above the bollards require to be set back the standard 0.45m from the kerb edge to prevent vehicles from striking them, but not too far back to allow them still to mount the footway. The bolt down feature of the bollards is a standard type provided by the manufacturer and so should be sturdy enough to withstand a low speed impact. 

c) Would the plate and bolts be visible on the surface? 

ANSWER – The plate and bolts will be concealed in a recess and the finish will be the same as if they had been set in a foundation.

Recommended:
to Community Committee that they instruct Urban Vision to proceed with the bolt down bollards.

UV intends to cause a minimum of disruption to businesses by carrying out the bay marking at the same time as the bollards are installed.

· Lancaster Road / Russell Road Refuge -    It was agreed at CC to accept installation of a rubber refuge at the site. Highways officers were impressed with a demonstration of this refuge which is as secure and durable as a traditional refuge. There will also be a saving of approximately £10,000 of CC highways funds compared with a traditional refuge.  
· 2010/2011 Capital Budget – A list of existing schemes (Appendix 1) was circulated prior to the meeting for discussion today. MW had received a complaint from a resident on Radcliffe Park Rd regarding increased traffic on her road since the installation of the speed camera on Lancaster Rd. UV have been made aware of the problem and subsequently carried out a traffic count at peak times. The count was less than 300 per hour which did not warrant any action to be taken.  It was noted that driver feedback signs for Radcliffe Park Rd are currently on the existing highways schemes to be considered by CC. 
Recommend:
to Community Committee to close the current list of schemes after their December meeting to give UV good time to assess the existing schemes to give cost estimates and feedback on any issues.
b)  Devolved Revenue Budget Update
· Hope pedestrian crossing - CC agreed to fund the installation of a red textured strip at the pedestrian crossing outside Costcutter on Eccles Old Road, to improve safety at the higher cost of £2800.
· Lancaster / Orient Rd- This item is still progressing with legal. Double yellow lines have however appeared, which cannot be accounted for at present with no-one it would seem taking responsibility. There is no traffic order currently in place for the lines. 

· Canterbury Gardens – This item is proceeding. 

· 2010/11 Revenue Budget - A list of existing schemes (Appendix 2) was circulated prior to the meeting for discussion today. Task group agreed that potholes are the biggest problem for the area, therefore it was suggested that using the revenue budget to address potholes be considered. 
A summary table of reported potholes and the action taken by UV from the period April to June 2009 was also provided (Appendix 3).  This generally showed a good response to reported potholes.
Recommend:
to Community Committee to use the Revenue Budget for 2010/11 to repair potholes

c) Road Safety Funding - The road safety funding in Claremont and Weaste is tied in with St John's school travel plan (STP).  St John's has started their STP this term and it is hoped that the STP funding will be used for on-site improvements and that the road safety funding will be used off-site to tackle some of the safety issues around school.  The plan will be ready early in the new year and we should then have a clearer idea of what the road safety pot will be used for.  it will probably be around signage, lining, bollards etc outside school. 

d) Eccles New Road Bollards - Work has now started.  
5. “Love Food, Hate Waste”
     All major events have now been completed for this year. The overall campaign 
was very successful. Remove from agenda

     6.
Cross City Bus Route 

Jim Collins has now offered to represent the group at the Transport 
Conference which will look at ways to improve transport connections along 
three of the region’s busiest roads to the north, south and west of


Greater Manchester. 

     7.  Any other business

Cllr Ainsworth has suggested that the Task Group undertake training about funding sources for environmental works.  Rob Fulton advised that the funding scenario was fluid and dynamic meaning that one-off training would be of limited value. After some discussion the group felt that such training would not be appropriate.  Groundwork can advise groups on potential funding sources, as can CVS and a number of websites.

8.  NEXT MEETING
    1st December 2009

     2pm, venue TBC 

APPENDIX 1

SCHEMES FOR CONSIDERATION AGAINST DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL BUDGET

1. Driver feedback signs on Swinton Park Road

2. Driver feedback signs on Radcliffe Park Road

3. Folly Brook footpath 

4. Welwyn / Cliftonville / Runnymeade feedback signs 

5. Claremont Road calming 

6. Doveleys, etc corner protection 

7. Dronfield Road calming 

8. St Lukes Road calming 

9. Kennedy / Barff one-way system 

10. Fairhope speed restriction 

11. Kirkham / Smyrna / Cemetery calming 

12. Fairhope bend option1 

13. Fairhope bend option2

14. Kingsford Street calming

15. Fairhope / Eccles Old junction 

16. My Street calming 

17. Cumbrae Gardens calming 

18. Fairhope pavements option 1

19. Fairhope pavements option 2 

20. Fairhope pavements option 3

21. Fairhope parking option 1 

22. Fairhope parking option 2 

23. Fairhope parking option 3

24. Lightoaks Road calming

25. repair steps at Trafalgar Road / Gilda Brook

26. pedestrian crossing on Manchester Road at Westlands Park

27. widening of footpath near junction of Eccles Old Road and Bindloss Avenue

28. improved pedestrian facilities at Tootal Road / Drive / Grove junction

29. conversion of verges on Gore Crescent to parking bays

30. Derby Road traffic calming north of Liverpool Street

APPENDIX 2

SCHEMES FOR CONSIDERATION AGAINST DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS REVENUE BUDGET
1. Install red strip across Eccles Old Road at pedestrian crossing outside Costcutters. (in progress)

2. Resurface teardrop-shaped lay-by at Tootal Grove

3. Resurface main carriageway of Tootal Grove

4. Resurface footway on Bolton Road between Doveleys and Moorfield Roads

5. Install double yellow lines / hatching at corners / entrances along Canterbury Gardens (in progress)

6. Fairhope Ave lighting

7. Fairleigh Ave lighting

8. Cleveland Ave lighting

9. Malvern Grove lighting

10. Mayfair Ave lighting

11. Selby Drive lighting

12. Burdale Drive lighting

13. Hopecourt Close lighting

14. introduce parking restrictions on Weaste Road

15. repair Victoria Road between Eccles Old Road and Rugby Road

16. repair Victoria Road at junction with Orient Road

17. repair path between Wortley Ave and Kennedy Road

18. put “Keep Clear” markings at junctions on Eccles Old road between Lancaster Road and Gilda Brook roundabout

19. resurfacing to Humber Street including back alley and southern link to Borough Road

20. repair footpath between Edgehill Close and Normanton Ave

21. prevent parking on grass verges at north end of Lancaster Road

22. repair Orme Avenue

23. repair Graham Road

24. repair Derby Road

25. repair Willows Road

26. repair Bradfield Avenue

27. repair Hebden Avenue

28. repair Fairhope Avenue.

APPENDIX 3

	POTHOLES REPORTED BETWEEN 1ST APRIL AND 25TH JUNE

(N.B. There are three response times: 

Two hours - Also referred to as RR = Rapid Response (for emergency life or limb situations) e.g missing covers etc. Again the procedure to deal with these is well established and usually involves a follow- up inspection (where appropriate). 

Twenty four hours- where the Inspector deems an urgent response. 

Twenty eight days- A routine job placed on order following either a 'cyclic' or 'ad hoc' safety inspection. 



	Job
	date reported
	date inspected
	comments.  

	potholes outside 31 Delamere Ave
	7/4
	22/4
	works ordered for 12 potholes   work done 07/05/09

	pothole outside 91 Cholmondely Rd
	14/4
	3/5
	blocked gullies not potholes   work done 05/05/09

	pothole at Caldy Rd / Doveleys Rd
	29/4
	3/5
	job ordered work done 02/06/09

	potholes on Derby Rd around No.168
	23/4
	20/5
	“I located one defect r/r to repair. Work done 20/05/09

	pothole outside 15 Orme Ave
	27/4
	3/5
	jobs ordered outside 8, 15,16,27.  Work done 26/05/09

	pothole outside 90 Stapleton St
	7/5
	9/5
	“2 square metres measured and put on system”.

work done 22/06/09

	potholes outside 1 Orme Ave
	7/5
	9/5
	not actionable

	potholes along Orient Rd
	7/5
	9/5
	all actionable defects picked up on last inspection work done 18/05/09 additional orders completed since.  

	potholes on Derby Rd @ Annie / Chandos
	18/5
	28/5
	all actionable defects marked for repair. Work done 03/06/09 additional orders completed since.  

	potholes on Park Lane @ Stapleton
	22/5
	28/5
	“r/r made area safe. Order on system for repair”.    Work done  RR = 28/05/09 &  28DAY=26/06/09

	potholes outside 14 Oaklands Ave
	26/5
	31/5
	7 jobs ordered including some on Orvietto. Work done 06/07/09



	pothole outside  147 Doveleys Rd
	29/5
	30/5
	job ordered.  Work done 09/07/09

	potholes outside 3 Wardley House, Moss Meadow Rd
	20/4 or 29/4 (logging error)
	n/a
	orders raised.  Work done 09/05/09 additional orders completed since.

	potholes outside 19 and 23 Orient Rd
	22/4 or 29/4 (logging error)
	n/a
	orders raised.  Work done 01/05/09

	driveway at side of 25 Gore Cresc
	23/4
	3/5
	order made for “dig down job”. Work done 08/05/09

	potholes outside 11 and 12 The Mead
	1/5
	7/5
	no actionable defects

	pothole outside 26 Fairhope
	26/5
	31/5
	job marked and submitted.  Work done 06/07/09

	pothole between 33 and 45 Fairhope at edge of alleyway
	26/5
	28/5
	all actionable defects marked for repair.  Work done 10/06/09

	potholes and crack all along Chandos Grove
	28/5
	28/5
	all actionable defects marked for repair.  Work done 28/05/09 additional orders completed since.
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