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LIGHTOAKS PARK POND PROJECT BRIEF

Project Brief

To maximise the Light oaks Pond as a natural habitat and to increase its value for wildlife in the local area. 

In turn this will assist in tackling some of the issues raised by the Friends group in relation to excessive odour and litter as well as anti social behaviour. 

Habitat Management initiatives

	Bank & Woodland Management

	Task
	Reason
	Timescale

	Thin out rhododendrons 


	To open up the area and create potential for other species to take root
	Nov 2009

	Stump treat root systems
	This ensures the rhododendron root system die off completely 


	Nov 2009

	Remove overhanging tree limbs
	Some of the limbs have the potential to weaken the stability of the tree and thus the banking

Removes source of potential leaf and tree debris


	Nov 2009

(before session)

Nov 2009

	Crown raise large Horse Chestnut and Alder
	Provides light for phragmites and reduces leaf litter potential
	Nov 2009

	Plant wildflower plugs


	Butterbur – grows 10 – 40cm, pink flowers, flowers March to May

Pink Purslane – grows 15 – 40cm, pink flowers, flowers April to July

Ramsons – Also known as wild garlic, grows 10 -25cm, white flower, flowers April to May

Common Bistort – grows 30 – 100cm, pink flower, flowers June to August

Bluebells –grows 20 – 50cm, blue flower, flowers April - June

Wood Avens, grows 60cm, yellow flower, flowers June to August

Primrose – grows 8 – 15cm, yellow flower, flowers March to May

Red Campion – grows 60cm, pink flower, flowers May to June
	Mar 2010

	Plant 

Guelder rose 

Dog rose 
	Produces white and creamy flowers, excellent winter colour  and berries in autumn. Attracts mistle thrush, blackbirds and hover-fly

Provides pink flowers in June and excellent bird food in winter. Attracts mistle thrush, bull finch, song thrush.


	Nov 2009

	Plant Tree whips

Hazel

Hawthorn

Holly

Alder


	All support wildlife  


	Nov 2009

	Marginal planting 

	Phragmites


	Will assist filtering and oxygenating water
	Nov 2009

	Flag iris and blue strife
	Provides structure and colour

Flowers June to August


	April 2010

	Marsh Marigold


	Produces yellow flowers in March to June
	April 2010

	Pond planting

	Cut back water lilies to width of 2 foot
	Enables effective clearance of litter in middle of pond whilst still providing a habitat for wildlife
	Nov 2010

	Water solider
	Provides good structure and white flowers June to August. Attracts dragonflies and other flying water 
	March 2009

	Whorles water milfoil
	Provides interesting structure and flowers red July to August. Attracts dragonflies, damson flies as well as providing shelter to tadpoles, water spiders etc.
	March 2009

	Island management

	Cut back willow and overgrown shrubs 
	Provides good lines of sight in case of anti social behaviour and enables effective management of the island as a habitat
	Nov 2009








