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CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 2005

CLAREMONT / WEASTE BUDGET SUB-COMMITTEE

24th JANUARY 2005.

Present:
Cllr Janice Heywood, Jackie Gandy, Lyn Crowder.

Officers:
Mick Walbank, Kay Fairhurst

Apologies:  Cllr Tim Perkins

1. BALANCE STATEMENTS

(a)
Devolved Budget
Noted that their was £1016.30 remaining in this budget.

(b) Community use of Schools
Noted that there was £21,145.97 available to spend in this budget, which could now be spent on anything approved by Community Committee.
2. CHILD ACTION NORTHWEST

John Tempest (Director) and Lee Turnbull (Salford Co-ordinator) from Child Action Northwest (formerly Blackburn Childcare Society) attended to explain the work of the Weaste Youth & Community Project.

The project is at an early stage after starting with a programme of activities for young people in summer 2004.  Funding has been obtained from Community Committee and elsewhere, which will sustain the project to 2006.  A half-time worker, dedicated to Weaste, has just been appointed.  Young people were involved in the appointment; involvement of young people and adults from the community is a key philosophy of the project.

Since summer, the project has taken young people to the Duchy Youth & Community Project houses on one night per week and to other activities on one night. The resources at Duchy have supported the work in Weaste.

There has been engagement with 47 young people since summer with a good gender mix.  Current work is aimed at developing work with a core group of users.  The numbers involved are constrained by the need to use minibuses.  The aim is to develop premises in the way that the Duchy project has developed but at a pace which builds community “ownership” of the project and premises.

The project workers had been surprised by the number of school exclusions and school refusers in the area.  They hoped to develop a relationship with Hope High School similar to that which had been developed with Buile Hill High in respect of young people from Duchy.

Amongst other things, the Project hoped to work with the Weaste Detached Youth Work Team, particularly around the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

A number of criticisms of and allegations about the Project had been made to the Neighbourhood Manager by a young person and a local adult.  Lee Turnbull had provided a written response to the criticisms and allegations.  This was discussed fully by Budget Group who noted that Lee had already had discussions with the young people involved with the project.

After the discussion, it was

Agreed:

(a) that allegations had been adequately responded to;

(b) that copies of the written response should be sent to Budget Group members; to the young person from whom they had originated; and to the adult resident involved in putting the allegations forward;

(c) to note that the project would develop a complaints procedure with project users;

(d) that the possibility of project users inviting Budget Group members to view the project be explored;

(e) that the Neighbourhood Manager should continue negotiations towards a contract with Child Action Northwest.

3. APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING

Budget Group considered the following applications for funding.  

RESOLVED: That the following applications be dealt with as shown:
	APPLICANT
	SUM APPLIED FOR / PURPOSE
	RECOMMENDATION

	1. Dominion Morris Dancers
	£769 towards cost of dresses, coaches, championships (Ordsall / Langworthy have funded £1847 as 48 of 68 members live in that area).
	Pay £769 from devolved budget

	2. Height Youth Centre
	£433.21 for contents insurance premium


	refuse

	3. Salford Community Leisure
	£180 for hire of college and £220 for sports equipment for February half-term activity
	Pay £180 for college from Community use of Schools; seek further information about equipment


(Note 1. re application 3.  In response to a survey of young people, Sports Development are offering an opportunity to take part in handball and basketball at February half-term.  These sports have not been provided before so new equipment is needed.  The equipment will then be held by Sports Development for future use).

4. BUDGET GROUP TRAINING

Members noted details of the training being provided for budget group members across the city in February / March and confirmed that they had received personal invitations to attend.  Members would respond to the invitations but most were unable to attend all or any of the sessions.  No suggestions were made for people other than existing budget group members who might want to attend the course.

5. FEEDBACK FROM FUNDING RECIPIENTS

A completed feedback form was received from the Meadowgate Project.

6. NEXT MEETING

14th March , 4.30 pm, (at the Meadows Resource Centre - subject to confirmation).

