CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

11th September, 2007



CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE


11th September, 2007


Hope High School

Prestwood Road


Salford


Meeting commenced: 
6.45 p.m.


“              ended: 
9.27 p.m.

PRESENT:
V. Ivison – in the Chair

Councillors Ferrer, Heywood, Owen and Taylor
F. Butterworth
-
Oakwood Residents’ Association
P. Kelly

-
Salford Elim Church

B. Patten

-
Claremont Community Association

E. Heywood

}
Bentcliffe Park Residents’ Association

P. Nightingale
}
(formerly ROC)
J. Gandy

-
Weaste Community Watch

P. Krinks

}
Lullington Home Watch
B. Downes

}

J. Openshaw

-
Middle Victoria Road Home Watch

P. Wheeler

-
Victoria House Neighbourhood Watch

B. Lee


-
Light Oaks Park Residents’ Association

M. Kirk

-
Durham Road Home Watch
J. Smethurst

-
Height Methodist Church
S. Healey

-
Upper Middle Victoria Road Home Watch

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES AND OTHERS:



I. Cowel

-
Orlanda Avenue



M. McDonnell
-
Local Resident



J. Binns

-
Eccles Old Road



S. Nelson

-
Weaste Resident



L. Rowbotham
-
Local Resident



L. Whittaker

-
Local Resident


M. Balfe

-
Local Resident



S. Coen

-
Representing H. Blears M.P.


B. Wallsworth
-
Local Resident



L. O’Gokaiun

-
Local Resident



D. Yarwood

-
Local Resident



N. Griffin

-
Victoria Road Home Watch



S. Dirir

-
Light Oaks Park Residents’ Association







(LORPA)



C. Phillips

-
Claremont Community Association



M. Ward

-
Local Resident



B. Ward

-
Local Resident



R. Barnes

-
Local Resident



T. Harold

-
Canterbury Gardens



G. Morgan

}
Weaste Lane



M. Morgan

}



A. Keenan

}



L. Brassington
-
Weaste Lane Resident



M. Janyckyj

-
Weaste Lane



S. Dutson

-
Local Resident



K. Ryan

-
Salford Advertiser
OFFICERS:
M. Walbank

-
Neighbourhood Manager



A. Westwood

-
Area Co-ordinator



C. Marsh

-
Salford Urban Regeneration Company







(URC)



D. Kenny

-
All Hallows Business and 

Enterprise College



D. Terry

-
Hope High School



M. Hodgson

-
Urban Vision



C. Price

}
Planning Services


G. Gentry

}



R. Turner

-
Housing Services


M. McHugh

-
Committee Administrator



34. HOUSING PRESENTATION
M. Hodgson, Urban Vision, addressed the Committee providing details of the issues of concern which had been raised at previous meetings of the Committee, including -

(i)
the increase in the numbers of Houses in Multiple Occupation and the impact of this on the area;
(ii)
the management of Houses in Multiple Occupation;
(iii)
concerns that the City Council does not have or operate a planning policy in respect of numbers / ratio of Houses in Multiple Occupation; and
(iv)
a request that consideration is given to the development of a planning policy for the city on the operation of Houses in Multiple Occupation.

R. Turner, Housing Services, provided information relating to current Housing Legislation relating to Houses in Multiple Occupation, including details of -
(a)
the legislative definition of Houses in Multiple Occupation; and

(b)
the Housing Act, including details of the use of Landlord Licensing powers

M. Hodgson provided information relating to current Planning Legislation and Development Control issues, including -

· The need for planning permission

· Material Change of Use

· Concept of a single household

· Planning Enforcement 

· Certificates of Lawful Development

G. Gentry, Planning Services, provided information relating to Planning Policy, including -
· The current planning policy framework

· The development of a new planning policy framework

The Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the officers for their attendance at the meeting and also for their informative presentation.
RESOLVED:
THAT a letter be sent on behalf of this Committee to the Rt Hon. Hazel Blears M.P., Councillor D. Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, Councillor P. Connor, Lead Member for Housing, requesting - 

(1) 
that consideration be given to develop a ‘Houses In Multiple Occupation’ specific policy within the Council’s Unitary Development Plan

(2)
that consideration be given to carrying out an investigation on an ‘AGMA - wide’ basis to determine whether other Greater Manchester Authorities operate specific policies in respect of ‘Houses In Multiple Occupation’.
(3)
that the development of any policy includes criterion which determines the trigger point for a property to be designated as a ‘House In Multiple Occupation’ in line with definitions provided in legislation.
(4) that the development of any policy includes details of a limitation of the number of ‘Houses In Multiple Occupation’ within communities particularly when those communities already contain communal properties such as children’s homes.

35. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Ainsworth and Deas and L. Crowder, J. Fairchild, D. Lees, J. Lees and S. Hough.  
36. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th July, 2007, were approved as a correct record subject to the following amendment to Minute 26(a) - Urban Regeneration Company Initiatives Update.
The deletion of -

It was noted that Councillor Ainsworth and the Chairman had produced a list of 29 possible areas of work from which schemes could be developed. Members were asked to indicate their order of preference from the list of 29 areas of work.

The insertion in its place of -

It was noted that Councillor Ainsworth, the Neighbourhood Manager and the Chairman had produced a list of 29 possible areas of work from which schemes could be developed. Members were asked to indicate their order of preference from the list of 29 areas of work.

37. MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Urban Regeneration Company (URC) Initiatives Update
C. Marsh, URC, provided an update report in respect of work being undertaken to draw up detailed schemes in respect of the four priority areas which had been agreed at the last meeting of this Committee. 

Members requested that details of the schemes be submitted for consideration at a future meeting of this Committee prior to the commencement of any work.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(b)
Devolved Highways Budget - Schemes Update
M .Walbank indicated that he was currently awaiting a response from Urban Vision in respect of the schemes to be undertaken in respect of the Devolved Highways Budget.
RESOLVED:
THAT an update report be submitted at the next meeting of this Committee.
(c)
Participatory Budgeting Response from Rt Hon Hazel Blears M.P.
Consideration was given to a letter from Rt Hon Hazel Blears M.P. relating to the work undertaken by this Committee in respect of Participatory Budgeting.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(d)
Claremont / Weaste Budget Sub-Committee
(i)
Applications for Funding

RESOLVED:
THAT the applications for funding, as detailed below, be dealt with as follows –

	APPLICANT
	AMOUNT APPLIED FOR / PURPOSE


	DECISION

	1. Friends of Summerville School Parents Group
	£2,350 (50% C/W 

share) for subway 

mural and planting project 
	Approved -  £2350 from Devolved Budget 

	2. The Alzheimer’s Society
	£160 ( C/W share) for advertising 


	Approved - £160 from Devolved Budget


	3. INNIT Productions
	£110 (C/W share for two people from area) for musical production
	Approved - £110 from Health & Well Being Fund 



	4. Phoenix Supported Employment Service
	£150 (C/W share of £2,500) to create disabled access and facilities at premises
	Refused - Retrospective Application


(e)
Chairs and Deputy Chairs of Community Committees

B. Downes submitted a report providing details of the issues considered at the meeting of the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of Community Committees on 5th September, 2007, including -
(i) Section 106 Planning Agreements

(ii) The Salford Agreement

(iii) Hope Hospital

(iv) Terms of Reference for Budget Sub-Committee members

(v) Community Action Plans

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.
38. DRAFT COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN

M. Walbank submitted the draft version of the Claremont / Weaste Community Action Plan 2007 / 2008 for approval.
He requested that any comments in respect of the draft plan be submitted to him by telephone on 0161 789 4008.
RESOLVED: THAT the Community Action Plan be adopted.
39. HEALTH ACTION PLAN

M. Walbank submitted the draft version of the Health Action Plan 2007 / 2008. He indicated that update reports in respect of the plan would be submitted at future meetings of this Group.

RESOLVED: THAT the matter be noted.

40. PARKS

(a)
Report of Parks Walkabout
Consideration was given to the minutes of the Parks Walkabout held on 11th July, 2007.

Discussion ensued in respect of a number of issues, including -

-
progress in respect of the proposed tree survey

-
illegal gates and associated barbed wire
-
problems arising owing to the gates at Light Oaks Park not being locked.
RESOLVED:
THAT a letter be sent to the Strategic Director of Environment requesting examination of the issues.

(b)
Site of the Former Oakwood High School
S. Dirir addressed the Committee and provided an update report in respect of work being undertaken regarding the site of the former Oakwood High School.
She indicated that a website had been developed for the campaign and provided details of the address -

www.slop.colsal.org.uk

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(c)
Squeeze Gate - Light Oaks Park
M. Walbank reported that he had received an informal request from the Greater Manchester Police regarding the possible closure of the remaining squeeze gate at Light Oaks Park.

Discussion ensued in respect of the issue and views supporting the retention of the squeeze gate and also its closure were considered.

RESOLVED:
THAT this Committee currently supports the retention of the remaining squeeze gate at Light Oaks Park.
(d)
Light Oaks Park Residents’ Association
RESOLVED:
THAT the report arising from the Annual General Meeting of the Light Oaks Park Residents’ Association held on 5th July, 2007 be noted.
41. REPORTS FROM LOCALITIES

(a)
Height / Claremont
Consideration was given to a number of issues in respect of the Height / Claremont area, including –

(i)
the Agenda for the meeting of the Claremont Community Association held on 5th September, 2007 

(ii)
problems in respect of Alleygating in the area, with specific concerns relating to differing advice provided by officers;

(iii)
differences in the way Alleygating is provided by way of (a) closure orders and (b) gating orders; and
(iv)
a report relating to the work currently being undertaken by the Lullington Home Watch Group 

A. Westwood undertook to contact M. Sykes, Strategic Director of Housing and Planning in respect of the Alleygating issues.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

(b)
Pendlebury
Consideration was given to a number of issues in respect of the Pendlebury area, including –

(i)
the extension of the car park at the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital.
(ii)
problems still being encountered with ‘anti-social’ parking on streets in the vicinity of the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital.

Councillor Owen undertook to contact representatives of the hospital in respect of the issue.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

(c)
New Weaste
Consideration was given to a number of issues in respect of the New Weaste area, including –

(i)
the need to engage with representatives of that community to facilitate ‘inclusion’
RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the local staff team give engagement in the Eccles New Road Area a high priority.



(2) THAT a future meeting of this Committee be held within the New Weaste area.
(d)
Hope

No report.
(e)
Bentcliffe Park
Consideration was given to a number of issues in respect of the Bentcliffe Park area, including –


(i)
the first issue of the ROC Newsletter; and

(ii)
the history of the Bentcliffe Park area


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(f)
Hope Hospital
Consideration was given to a number of issues in respect of Hope Hospital, including –

(i)
a meeting at which the plans for the future development of Hope Hospital would be discussed to be held on Wednesday, 19th September, 2007, at Wothington House, Hope Hospital, Stott Lane, Salford at 6.00pm

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(g)
Weaste
Consideration was given to a number of issues in respect of the Weaste area, including –

(i)
concerns that work expected to be carried out on Weaste Lane as part of the Housing Market Renewal Programme had not yet been undertaken
(ii)
concerns that questions previously raised by members of the local community in respect of this issue had not been answered.

A. Westwood undertook to examine this issue and submit an update report at the next meeting of this Committee.

RESOLVED:
THAT A. Westwood submit an update report at the next meeting of this Committee.

42. GREEN DIRECTORY

M. Walbank submitted a report providing details of the work currently being undertaken by the Environment Directorate to re-launch the Green Directory.
He indicated that a request had been received for each Community Committee to establish an ‘Environment Task Group’.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT a ‘Green Directory’ Task Group be established.



(2) THAT the nomination of B. Downes as a member of the Green Directory Task group, be approved.



(3) THAT other members of the Committee wishing to take part in meeting of the Green Directory Task Group contact M. Walbank.  

43. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The following issues were raised as items of any other business -

(a)
Information relating to ‘Partners IN Agreement’ 

(b)
Salford SureStart 
(c)
Trading Standards Spotlight

(d)
Holy Angles Church

(e)
Building Schools for the Future
44. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of this Committee be held on Tuesday, 9th October, 2007 at All Hallows Business and Enterprise College, Weaste Lane, Salford at 7.00pm.
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