OPEN LAND CONSULTATION: PROGRESS UPDATE – NOVEMBER 2003

(progress since March 2003 is shown in italics in the table)

There are 40 specific areas of land referred to in this table (N.B. item 26 covers six separate pieces of land) on which progress can be reported.  Details of progress with specific pieces of land are included in the table below the progress since the adoption of the original report in June 2002 can be summarised as follows:

· Action / developments completed in full or substantially, in line with the suggestions received via the public consultation process – 12 sites [No.s  2(a), 4, 7(b), 15, 16, 22 and 26].

· One of the sites (No.16) has had work done but nearby residents would like more improvement.  Community Committee agreed that this was not a funding priority for their devolved budgets.

· Vandalism has negated the work done at one site to date (No.22), where alternative remedies are being considered.

· Action has taken place but is not yet completed (see table for full details) – 12 sites [5(a), 6, 7(a), 8, 9(a), 11, 13, 21(a), 21(b), 24(b), 24(c), 25(b)]

· No action was necessary – 5 sites [No.s 12, 19, 20, 24(a), 25(c)]

· Little or no progress has been taken place but the draft UDP is in line with the suggestions received via the public consultation – 1 site [25(a)]

· No progress has been made and the draft UDP differs from the suggestions received via the public consultation – 1 site [1]

· No progress has been made but there is the possibility of action through Housing Market Renewal Fund and/or Neighbourhood Renewal Area status – 7 sites [2(b), 2(c), 3, 5(b), 10, 17, 18]

· No progress and progress depends on other developments – 1 site [9(b)]

· No progress and City Council has limited influence on future progress – 1 site [14]

	AREA OF LAND
	UPDATE



	1. Land on North Bank of Ship canal
	Draft UDP identifies Centenary Park for: 

employment developments; in part for a Broadway road link; and for possible extension of the Metrolink park and ride facility.

Community Committee can express preference in the UDP 

No change from March 2003.  N.B. suggestion from consultation was for public open space.



	2(a) Land east of Weaste Road/ South of M602 (Oakley Street)
	Nuttall Construction Ltd have started building seventy two apartments on this site.



	2(b) Land between M602 and Calvert Street
	No funding has been identified for improvement. May benefit from Housing Market Renewal Fund (HMRF) and Neighbourhood Renewal Area (NRA).  

As well as possible benefit from NRA/HMRF, the site will be looked at in connection with housing strategy. No change from March 2003.



	2(c ) Land on north side of Calvert Street
	HMRF / NRA may enable compulsory purchase and improvement / development.

As well as possible benefit from NRA/HMRF, the site will be looked at in connection with housing strategy. No change from March 2003.



	3. Plot at south end of Nelson Street
	HMRF / NRA may enable improvement.

No change from March 2003.



	4. Land adjacent to 32 Smyrna Street
	The recent alleygating scheme has enclosed the gable end of No. 32 but left most of the site outside No.32’s curtilage. 

No change from March 2003.  



	5(a) Land between ‘Widows Rest ‘ and Kirkham Street on Eccles New Road.
	Metro Residents now have a 12 monthly renewable lease on this site.  The short lease will make more difficult to attract charitable funding but Metro have been advised of possible sources of advice. HMRF may enable works to take place. 



	5(b) Land at Kirkham Street behind RSPCA
	No funding yet identified for improvement. May benefit from HMRF / NRA.

No change from March 2003



	6. Land at M602 end of Church Ave, etc
	Church Avenue Residents Association has formed and has obtained Community Committee funding to enclose the land and create a communal area.  They are receiving support from councillors and council officers.


	7(a) Land off Tootal Grove
	Lead member has given approval to enter into discussions with community interests about lease of the site.  Development Services are awaiting proposals / funding packages from those interests.  Community Services are working with the Peoples Voice local residents group and Blackburn Child Care Society to try and progress this matter.



	7(b) Stott Lane Playing Fields
	Education have restored a third pitch on the site. Salford Royal Hospitals Trust have stated that they wish to prolong their use of part of the fields for the car park currently in place but have no other interest in the fields.

An Urban Open Space Strategy is being prepared for consultation.  This will look at playing fields amongst other things.

	8. Bradfield Ave
	New Prospect wrote to residents of Bradfield and Don Avenue asking them their preferences for the site. Responses are divided between those who want a play area and those who want car parking.



	9(a) Salford Reds car park
	Continued weekly use by the Eden Bus. 

No change from March 2003..



	9(b) Salford Reds ground
	Work is in progress towards a new stadium for Salford Reds at Barton but there has been no suggestion that the Willows ground will be demolished.  No change has been announced since March 2003.


	10. Former Weaste Cricket Club ground
	There have been informal reports of developer interest in this site but otherwise no change from March 2003.



	11. Site of Park Gate House at Seedley Road
	The planning application to build residences on the site has been withdrawn.  Environmental Services are looking into buying the land back to bring it back within the park.



	12. Land at White Horse Pub / rear of Trafalgar Road
	Highways-owned land is maintained; other land is the responsibility of adjacent properties.

No further action.



	13. Duncan Mathieson playing fields
	The draft UDP says the council-owned section should be improved for recreational use when resources permit.

As part of a wider open space initiative, Education & Leisure have identified the fields as an important area of open space and are approaching the owners of the non-council-owned part of the field. There have been reports of informal developer interest in the fields.  No other change from March 2003.



	14. Ambassador building
	No further action other than standard planning and development controls



	15. Land below Chasely Field 
	Residential developments have taken place on the site.

No further action.



	16. Chasely Field (observatory site)
	Under review. Not included in disposal package with Training Centre site, which is under offer. Draft UDP suggests new housing and relocation of the observatory. No change from March 2003.



	17. Bolton Road shops
	Despite prolonged delays for a number of reasons, an alleygating scheme should be delivered where shops back onto Fairfield Street.

	18. Land next to Red Lion (Bolton Road)
	Further response awaited from Housing. 

May benefit from HMRF.

The desirability of supporting development of this site has been restated to Housing.  Funding is unlikely to be available before April 2004 at the earliest.  The site owners are not a preferred provider.  Unless they become one and unless the site is a priority site, funding is unlikely to be available.



	19. Grassed land by Shopping Giant
	Leaseholder is the Co-Op. Land is maintained.

No further action



	20. Bolton Road playing fields
	No plans for major change or development.

No further action.   
The fields will be looked at as part of the Urban Open Space Strategy.



	21(a) Thomas Ward building 
	A gas explosion seriously damaged the building.  A funding and partnership package is being put together to replace the damaged building with new facilities at Barr Hill F.C. at the top of the playing fields.

New Deal arranged a site visit and are making further enquiries.  There is still a possibility of New Deal funding for site improvement .



	21(b) Land next to Thomas Ward building
	New Deal arranged a site visit and are making further enquiries.  The draft UDP states that “it is proposed to undertake landscape improvements through woodland management and to provide access for informal leisure use.”  Improvement of this land is included in a bid for funding as part of a Greater Manchester Derelict Land Strategy. There is a slight change in draft UDP wording from March 2003, which suggests some active management of the site.


	22. Land off Pevensey Road
	New Prospect are exploring options to secure this land and / or use it in a way which discourages both vandalism and fly tipping.



	23. Parks
	Parks have separate forums, which report direct to Community Committee.



	24(a) Alleyway from Lancaster Road to Fairhope estate
	Housing / New Prospect owned.  Confirmed that the site is in maintenance. 

No further action. 



	24(b) Alleyway behind 5-11 Lancaster Road
	Owned by Abbotsound Ltd.

Environmental Services will approach owners re negotiating a cleansing contract



	24(c) Perimeter of De La Salle playing fields
	Owned by trustees of the De La Salle order.

Environmental Services will approach owners re negotiating a cleansing contract

	25(a) Land around old Swinton sewage Works
	Draft UDP proposes mix of open space (no less than 13 hectares for informal open space, walkways and bridleways) and residential (no less than 12 hectares). The site area is 30 hectares in total.

No change since March 2003.



	25(b) ‘Three Sisters’
	Eccles Community Committee have been advised of the interest from the Hope area in this land.  Draft UDP suggests new and improved recreational land facilities e.g. environmental access and landscape improvements including assimilation of part of the former playing fields.

A outline planning application for residential development on the adjacent former school site has been submitted. Consultation responses are still being taken.  The application will probably go before Panel in October or November.  It will include incorporation of part of the former playing fields into the “Three Sisters”; additional improvements to the “Three Sisters” and replacement playing fields elsewhere in the area.



	25(c ) Pockets of land around Portland Road
	Maintained by Housing / New Prospect.

No further action



	26. Six sites owned by Education & Leisure and taken out of maintenance 
	Community Committee have agreed to fund a package with Environmental Services, using the Green Directory, which will bring the sites back into maintenance.

Initial maintenance works have taken place.

Keep under review

No change since March 2003.
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