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Attached to this Report is a map showing all the sites that have been identified in the Open Space Survey carried out as background to the Strategy.  

At the meeting to be held on 10th February 2004 there will be larger scale plans showing the proposals.

Parks and open spaces are vital community assets.  They provide a wonderful resource in which the community can express itself through play, sport, education and community action.  They should be part of an active healthy lifestyle for young and old alike.  Nationally there is an increasing emphasis on improving parks and greenspace.

Salford City Council is producing an Urban Open Space Strategy which seeks to provide a well planned distribution of outdoor recreation space based on equal access opportunities and good quality facilities.  The following explains the Strategy and summarises the standards we propose to apply to Salford, outlining how this affects Claremont, Weaste and Seedley.  

We need your views about the sites to be improved to meet these standards and the types of improvements required.

Current Situation

An audit and assessment of outdoor recreation has shown that Claremont, Weaste and Seedley is badly provided with Equipped Children’s Play space and Other Youth and Adult facilities.  

· At present there are only 2 equipped play areas in the Community Committee Area, meeting only 21% of the National Playing Field Association’s Standards

· Less than half the amount expected for other youth and adult provision is provided

· The city as a whole and including Claremont, Weaste and Seedley, is well provided with sports pitches but, if they are in line with citywide trends,

- 
Only 46% of sports pitches will have adequate changing facilities

-  
Only 23% of sports pitches will be used to capacity

· There is a substantial oversupply of informal children’s playspace with no formal function.  Claremont, Weaste and Seedley is supplied with over double the national standard.

Population Issues

Claremont, Weaste and Seedley has a total population of 22,130.  Of all the wards in Salford, Claremont has the highest number of older children (between 8 and 14 years).  Children under the age of 16 account for nearly 19% of the population creating a high demand for play facilities for young and older children.  This would result in a demand from up to 1200 children for each play facility.  There may be a case for providing extra facilities over and above the local standard.

Local Standards Proposed:

Sports Pitches: 

A local standard has been established by a Playing Pitch Assessment based on demand from local teams, future trends and creating increased capacity of sports pitches.  The Assessment is based on the five Districts of Salford; Eccles, Irlam and Cadishead, Salford, Swinton and Worsley and Walkden.  Claremont, Weaste and Seedley fall within the boundary of Salford District, (for which the local sports pitch standard is 0.69 ha / 1000 population.)

There is no shortage of pitches in Salford District but clearly a need to improve quality.

To ensure that future demand levels can be met, a number of Priority Pitches have been identified where investment will be concentrated. An additional capacity of 15% above this standard is considered important to allow for increased levels of activity in the future. (Once lost, pitches cannot be replaced).  
Equipped Play Areas: 

A Local Standard for equipped play areas has been proposed based on walking catchments within residential parts of the urban area. 

· Every household should be within 400m walking distance of a Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP – contains play facilities suitable mainly for 4-8 year olds and should be a minimum size of 400m²)

· Every household should be within 1000m walking distance of a Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP – contains facilities suitable mainly for 8-14 year old and be a minimum size Of 1000m²)

Parks: 

A Local Standard has been proposed for parks.

· Every household should be within 1200m walking distance of a Neighbourhood Park  (suitable for all ages and containing a range of 4-9 facilities)

· Every household should be within 3200m distance of a District Park (at least 10 facilities, attracting visits of over 1 hour duration, car park, toilets and site presence).

· A City Park should be accessible and of value to all residents of the City and beyond.  It should offer facilities for all age groups and abilities (minimum of 17 different facilities) and should provide a Ranger presence and on-site toilets.

Other Youth and Adult provision:

For Claremont, Weaste and Seedley, it is expected that the range of youth and adult facilities available should include:

· Bowling Greens

· Tennis Courts

· All weather pitches

· Skateboarding and wheeled activity facilities

· Mini football

· Athletics track/ jogging/fitness circuit

· MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) – may include some of the above

· NEAP (Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play) – may include some of the above

· Basketball courts 

· Youth Shelters
Setting the Standards in Claremont, Weaste and Seedley:
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CLAREMONT, WEASTE AND SEEDLEY PROPOSALS:

SPORTS PITCHES

The District of Salford meets the local standard for sports pitches.

1. Priority Pitches in Claremont, Weaste and Seedley Community Committee Area are:

- Duncan Mathieson Playing Fields (CW/3)

- De La Salle (CW/26)

- Stott Lane (CW/6)

- Buile Hill High School/Hope High School (CW/24)

- Weaste Cricket Club 

Other Priority Pitches in the District of Salford are:

- Littleton Road Playing Fields (K/12)


- Bolton Road Playing Fields (K/3)

- David Lewis (BB/2)


- Legh Street (K/14)


- Higher Broughton (Northumberland Street Playing Fields)


- Lower Broughton Playing Fields (BB/25)


- Broughton Rugby Club/Cricket Club (BB/4)


- Windsor High School (O/10)


- Ordsall Park (O/1)
2. Additional Capacity Pitches have been identified to ensure that future demand levels are safeguarded.

In Claremont, Weaste and Seedley Community Committee sites identified are:

- Lightoaks Park (CW/2)

- Buile Hill Park (CW/11)

- Oakwood Park (CW/1)

- Buile Hill High School (1 all weather pitch not included in priority 

sports pitch resource) (CW/24)

Other additional capacity pitches that are within Salford District are:

- Manchester United Training Ground 

- Albion High School (K/9)

- Ordsall Park (O/1)

- Albert Park (BB/1)

- Clarendon Park (O/12)

- Higher Broughton City Campus 

- Lower Broughton (Lowry High School) (BB/3)

- Mandley Park (BB/8)

3. There are no pitches considered surplus to Sports Pitch Requirements in Claremont, Weaste and Seedley.

EQUIPPED PLAY SPACES:                     

Claremont, Weaste and Seedley is poorly provided with equipped playspaces.

1. Sites that currently meet the criteria for Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPs) and Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play (NEAPs):

- Lightoaks Park (CW/2)

- Buile Hill and Seedley Park (CW/11)

2. Existing informal play sites that are proposed for upgrading to a Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP):

- Oakwood Park, Swinton Park Road (CW/1)

- Thornfield Street, Weaste (CW/17)

-  Dolbey Street, Weaste (CW/15)

- Duncan Mathieson Playing Field (Recreation Allocation in Unitary 
  
   Development Plan, R6/3 (CW/3))

Sites proposed for upgrading a Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP):

-  Dolbey Street, Weaste (CW/15)

- Duncan Mathieson Playing Field (Recreation Allocation in Unitary 
  
   Development Plan, R6/3 (CW/3))

There are two potential sites in Eccles where their accessibility catchments cover some of Claremont and Weaste:

-  Ellesmere Park Playing Fields (E/6)

- Narbonne Gardens (E/35)


3. Even with the improvement of sites proposed in box 2 (above), there would still be a need for up to 12 more Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAP) and 1 Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP) to meet the accessibility standards and ensure that residents in Claremont, Weaste and Seedley are within the proposed walking distance catchments of equipped areas of play. (There may also be an additional need due to the high number of young people in the area.)


LOCAL PARKS

Claremont, Weaste and Seedley is very well provided with parks.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PARKS

1. Sites that currently meet the standard for a Neighbourhood Park:

- Light Oaks Park (CW/2)

- Buile Hill Park (CW/11)

- Oakwood Park (CW/1)

2. There are no sites identified as potential to be upgraded to Neighbourhood Park standard in Claremont, Weaste and Seedley.  However, some of the area does remain deficient in this type of facility.  

DISTRICT PARKS

1.  Sites that currently meet the standard for a District Park:

- Buile Hill and Seedley Park

There is no deficiency of District Parks in Claremont, Weaste and Seedley i.e. every resident lives within the catchment of Buile Hill and Seedley Park.  

CITY PARKS

Buile Hill and Seedley Park is proposed as a City Park.  A Master Plan for the Park is currently being devised in consultation with local residents.

OTHER YOUTH AND ADULT

Claremont, Weaste and Seedley is particularly deficient in:

· All weather pitches

· Skateboarding/wheeled activity

· Athletic track/jogging circuit
· Multi Use Games Areas (MUGA)

Other Issues:

Design/Nuisance - 
Play areas have the capacity to create nuisance if they are not located in the right place or well designed.  There should be a minimum of 30 metres between the edge of an equipped area and the nearest residential boundary wall.  For more robust activities, a more substantial buffer would be required.

Good design of open spaces is very important. Many play facilities are “bog standard” and can become a “hang out” area causing nuisance. We need to be innovative in the design of play facilities and build in ways of ensuring constructive use and minimising anti social behaviour / nuisance. They must be places that are valued by the local community.  

Management/maintenance – 

The management and maintenance of both existing sites and new sites is very important.  Clearly to implement this strategy will require considerable financial commitment both to implement the improvements and to manage and maintain them.

As additional funding sources become available, this Strategy will provide a framework for directing where this money should be spent.  The management and maintenance of the site will need to be secured before the site can be implemented.

We invite your comments around the following questions…

· Do you think the proposed standards for sports pitches and youth and adult provision are right?  Does this give your area the provision you require?

· Do you think the walking distance catchments for equipped play space and parks is sensible?  

· Does the issue of local communities and territories affect how many playspaces there should be?

· What design measures would help avoid nuisance problems on outdoor recreation sites?

· What do you think to the sites chosen for sports pitches – what problems are there with the pitches?  Do you agree that they have potential for more pitches?  Are there others that should be protected? 

· Do you agree with taking formal pitches out of the parks?

· For equipped play areas, do you think the proposed sites are appropriate for play equipment?  Are there any sites that are likely to cause nuisance problems? Are there any other suitable sites?

· Should we be more innovative and creative in the design of our play areas?  

· Are there sites that would be appropriate for the youth and adult provision identified?  Are there other youth and adult facilities that should be provided?

· What are the sites you consider are the priority for investment when 

money becomes available?


Current Projects in Parks – Progress Report

Delivering the “Parks for People” Strategy.
Progress report dated 13th January 2003:  Prepared by Alan Rowley
City wide Improvements

Parks Signage Project

All playgrounds now have a sign providing details of age suitability, standards of maintenance service, emergency and other useful telephone numbers.
The design for the main park entrance signs is now complete, agreed and an order is to be placed this week for delivery before March 31st.  They are to be erected by In-House staff between April and June.
Urban Open Spaces Strategy

Community Committee Road Show commencing later this month.  Article to be published in the Life magazine, in February.
New Opportunities Fund Fair Share

Project Manager appointed on January 5th.
Improvements in Claremont & Weaste

Buile Hill Park

Current status: District Park: Fair, with LEAP & NEAP

Containing 1 good, 9 fair 2 poor and 1 derelict facilities, car parking, staff and toilets

Proposed status: City Park with LEAP & NEAP containing at least 17 facilities, staffed, with car parking and toilets.

Affects of the following proposals:  at least 7 derelict/missing facilities will be restored.  

At least 7 fair and 2 poor will move to good.

Footpath repairs are ongoing.

A stage I Heritage Lottery bid has been submitted and a response is awaited from H.L.F, which is expected in February.  

Negotiations are presently ongoing with Salford’s Community & Social Services Directorate & the Mental Health Trust, regarding the establishment of a Garden Centre, run on a Social Firm model, in the former nursery site.  It is likely that the venture will commence in February.

Negotiations are also ongoing with “Whisper’s Developments” regarding improvements to and joint management of the Tennis Courts and Golf Course.

Lightoaks Park

Current status: Neighbourhood Park Fair, with LEAP

Containing 0 good, 4 fair, 4 poor and 0 derelict facilities

Proposed status: Neighbourhood Park, with LEAP & NEAP containing 4 – 9 good facilities

Affects of the following proposals:  1 new facility

There is approximately £50,000 available from NOF to create a new NEAP.  Work on site will start in May 2005 for completion June 2006.

A further £8,000 is available to erect a youth shelter on the site proposed for the above.  If approved, the work will be complete by April this year.

Oakwood Park

Current status: Neighbourhood Park Poor

Containing 0 good, 1 fair 2 poor and 2 derelict facilities

Proposed status: Neighbourhood Park, with LEAP & NEAP containing 4 – 9 good facilities

Affects of the following proposals: 1 new facility and 1 poor will become fair or good

A new LEAP is presently being constructed in the park.

A NOF grant of £116,000 will support access improvements
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?





Do you think the catchments are sensible?





Do you think these standards are right?





Where would be the best place to increase these facilities?





Should we pursue this aspiration?





Are there any other suitable sites?





Are these appropriate sites for improvement?





Are any of these sites likely to cause nuisance problems?
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