Claremont Community Association

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2 May 2007, Height Methodist Church, King Street, Salford 6.

The meeting opened at 7.30pm

Members present: J Nolan, J Fairchild, J Faucitt, B Patten, K Shaw, D Shaw (chair), Cllr M Ferrer, A Jones, K Jones, S Hesling, M Chew, J Ambler, D Crimes, D Locke, J Alderson, P Rush, M Mc Donnell, Cllr S Coen, K Fairhurst, A Frost, B Lee, PCSO C Minus, PCSO J Gwilliam, PCSO M Stewardson. Cllr N Owen, L Drake, T Lindley.

Item 1: Apologies for absence: C Connett, J Cook, E Laidler, P Wheeler, H Lord, E Traynor, D Rowlands, M Rice, C Phillips.

Item 2: Minutes of the previous meeting.

The minutes of the previous were accepted as a true and accurate record.


Item 3: Matters arising.

(i) Buile Hill Mansion developments: as agreed at the previous meeting the latest set of plans were made available for members to comment upon. The written responses from the statutory bodies were also presented to the meeting. It was noted that, in the face of these highly critical, comments, the current planning application for the mansion had been withdrawn. 

(ii) Oakwood Park issues: there had been a walkabout in which additional waste bins and fencing were discussed. It was agreed to install bins ASAP and that fences were necessary to prevent access to areas of the park which had been damaged through vehicles.  It was noted that Langworthy Reds were considering another venue for their activities.  It was confirmed that there was covenant on Oakwood Park which restricted the use of the land for recreational purposes only. Action: Officers, Councillors and Residents review the improvements at next parks walkabout.

(iii) Queen St cottages, Romiley St, 213 Bolton Rd: the cottages are undergoing refurbishment.  The situation re Romiley St is unclear but it appears that the house may now be either occupied/and/or habitable or has merely had a change of curtains. The situation re 213 Bolton Rd is still unresolved and the building continues to deteriorate and be an eyesore.  Action: Secretary to draw attention of these minutes to the attention of Steve Newton and request progress report.

(iv) Oakwood School developments: a public meeting had taken place on 11 April 2007 at the Height Methodist Hall. There was a healthy attendance at which Cllr Ferrer, Jason Syers, Sareda Dirir and Sir Peter Heywood spoke about the issues of the planning brief, development of the site and the covenants on the land. Peter Openshaw of Urban Vision also attended and answered questions from residents and speakers.  The meeting was chaired by Beryl Patten (CCA) and minuted by Angela Smith (LOPRA).  CCA arranged the venue and LOPRA provided agendas, flyers and public notices. Minutes of the meeting will be available in due course. The meeting had prompted local and national media interest and had been reported in the press and on Radio 4.

(v) Social Event:  The Playday is only partly funded to date. Lesley Bates, (CW Neighbourhood office) had offered to help in finding funding applications for the event.  Brian Lee offered to organise a speaker for a meeting in July or September 2007.   Action: MF, BL, CP, JN. HW.
(vi) CCTV Bolton Road – Cllr Ferrer reported that negotiations are still in process.

(vii) Claremont Road safety/Light Oaks Park gates: there was further discussion regarding this matter. Residents once again commented on the speed of traffic on Claremont Road and also on King St and Queen St at rush hour periods.  Residents raised the issue of parking congestion on Elleray Road caused by Irlam Sq residents not using their designated spaces.  It was noted that the Height area was suffering from the growing trend for remote parking.

(viii) Bolton Road: the traffic audit had confirmed the need for pedestrian crossings on Bolton Rd.
(ix) Alley gating update: consternation was expressed that the process appeared to have ground to a halt in Claremont. Some local residents had been in constant contact with the two Officers Victoria Ryan and Ian Lavin and it appears that Claremont schemes were deemed as no longer priority despite the long term commitment to gating in Claremont. Action: Councillors to report back at next meeting.

Item 4: Report from the Chair



   There was no report.


Item 5: Treasurer’s Report

(i) In the Treasurer’s absence it was reported that there was £489.36 in the current account and £2281.21 on deposit. It was agreed to accept contributory subscription/donations at each meeting. 

Item 6: Secretary’s Report

(i) There are 102 contacts on the email/minutes circulation list. 

(ii) The Coop project is in process. A short document has been jointly drafted with proposals to bring the space into use with the community and the Coop as partners. Further meetings are to be arranged to take the project forward. 

(iii) Contact has been made with Mike Benjamin/Colsall with a view to building a CCA community website.

(iv) It appears that the minutes for the 2006 AGM have gone astray. If anyone has a copy of the minutes can they please contact the Secretary.


   Any Other Business

(i)      
Park Walkabout – it was agreed that Light Oaks Park was looking good and was being generally well maintained. Three new perches had been supplied near the football pitches and it was agreed to monitor their condition. The issue of residents cutting gates in the perimeter fence was discussed. Consequently the blacksmith repaired the fence. Unfortunately further damage was noted and police and enforcement officers became involved. Additionally several dog fouling incidents had been witnessed by a council enforcement officer and fines issued.  It was noted that CPSO Minta was pursuing the funding for the tennis courts. It was felt that maintenance of the pond was intermittent. A tree audit was to take place but members felt that this was an important issue which demanded an ‘indoor’ meeting to agree a tree strategy acceptable to all. 



For Information



Tabletop sale: Height Methodist Church Hall 14 July 2007 11am to 2pm



Light Oaks Park play day: 7 August 2007 

Claremont Community Association: Height Methodist Church Hall 4 July 2007, 7.30pm
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