LIGHTOAKS / OAKWOOD PARKS WALKABOUT

Wednesday 11th July 2007
Present:

Cllr M. Ferrer   




E. Traynor      

D. Judd 

S. Cooper 
E. Grundy         

Mick Walbank - 
Community Services

Steve Taylor -           Environmental Services
Keith Gillott -                     “                    “

LIGHTOAKS PARK

GENERAL

Residents again commented on the condition of the park and commended the park staff on their work.

POND

Water change has not been thought necessary during the very wet spell.  The dinghy has been used a couple of times to clear debris from the pond.  

SPORTS AREA

Cllr Ferrer advised that Logistique consultants are now assisting with work to design an upgraded sports area and procure funding.  One resident was concerned  that improved facilities would generate more use and hence more noise.
GATES

Staff are still not shutting the main gates on one side after bringing their vehicles into the park.  Steve Taylor will follow this up.
STAFF SHED
No work has yet been carried out to reintegrate the former site of the staff shed into the park.
TREES

Following Community Committee’s and Environmental Services’ agreement to each pay half the cost of detailed plans to enable a full tree survey to be carried out in the park, the survey work is scheduled to start on 18th July. 
ILLEGAL GATES

One of the gates remained sealed shut.  Another appeared to have had a gate inserted in the park railings adjacent to the gate in the residents fence.  
Further down there is razor wire below 6 feet from the ground, between a resident’s fence and the park boundary line.

Community Committee to ask Environmental Services to clarify (a) why one resident appears to have been given access to the park via a gate in the fence and (b) if the razor wire poses a Health & Safety risk for which the Council may bear responsibility.
PATHS

The rough stretch of path near the former school site will be re-tarmaced during this financial year.
FORMER SCHOOL SITE
Cllr Ferrer reported that the council were looking to exercise powers to overthrow the covenant on the site and then market the site for housing development. 
NOTICEBOARD

A new cover had been put on the noticeboard near the Godfrey Road entrance.
APPRENTICE

One of the apprentices who works in the park has been entered for a national, young apprentice award.

GREEN FLAG

Steve Taylor has inspected three parks, including Lightoaks, to assess their fitness for Green Flag status.  Lightoaks Park has the potential.  At present, the main issue which might prevent the park achieving Green Flag status is the condition of the tennis courts / sports area.

OAKWOOD PARK

BINS

Paul McKeown still has bins on order for Oakwood Park, awaiting new budget period.
PARKING, etc

Blacksmiths have not yet put bow-top fencing in to prevent vehicles driving down from the Stables, alongside the rugby pitches.  Paul McKeown to chase up.
ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE WALKABOUT:

LIGHTOAKS PARK

· Brief park staff to close park gates on one                                                side after driving vehicles into / out of the                                                   park





(Environmental Services)
· Clarify legal position re gate in park fence and razor wire at Radcliffe Park Road boundary




(Community Committee)

· Integrate the site of the former works hut                                                 into the park and grass it


(Environmental Services)                             
OAKWOOD PARK

· Install fences to prevent cars driving down                                              from the Stables




(Environmental Services)

