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CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 2003
LIGHTOAKS PARK

Environmental Services are working in partnership with the Probation Service on improvements / developments in parks.  The Probation Service plan to work in Lightoaks Park from late November for several months.

A meeting was held on site at the park on 24th October, involving Environmental Services, Probation Services and G.M.Police – Crime Prevention Officer (looking at issues of safety, crime and fear of crime from the point of view of the physical layout of the park).  Notes of that meeting are attached.

Committee is asked to note the proposed work and comment as it sees fit.

The two issues which are most likely to generate public interest are:

(a) The fact that the proposed work includes a significant amount of pruning / thinning of shrubs, etc.  The effects of this will be very stark until vegetation re-grows in spring.  The intended effect is to improve natural surveillance within the park and to open up features such as the pond.

(b) There is a proposal to work towards putting a youth shelter in the park.  A shelter was one of the things suggested by young people associated with Claremont Community Association but not all those residents who attend the park walkabouts welcomed the idea.  These reservations are likely to be shared by more people.

SITE MEETING AT LIGHTOAKS PARK 24TH OCTOBER 2003

PRESENT: D CLARKE, CJONES, S DENNISON, M WALBANK, PAM ANCHOR , 

K GEE, COLIN OLDFIELD, 

SUBJECT :-AREAS TO BE CLEARED/CLEANED UP BY THE PROBATION SERVICE STAFF.AND GROUNDS MAINTENANCE STAFF WITHIN LIGHTOAKS PARK OVER THE WINTER PERIOD AS FOLLOWS-

SUMMER HOUSE- 2 ROOMS WITHIN THE SUMMER HOUSE ARE TO BE CLEARED OF ALL RUBBISH –ACTION- G/M STAFF.
-ONCE RUBBISH HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM ROOMS THEN PROBATION SERVICE WILL START TO PAINT AREAS INSIDE –ACTION PROBATION SERVICE.

-PAINT SUMMER HOUSE OUTSIDE- ACTION,PROBATION SERVICE
 -LIGHTING NEEDS ATTENTION –ACTION -S DENNISON 
-TOILETS NEED ATTENTION-  ACTION-S DENNISON 

-TREES WITHIN THE PARK AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS REQUIRE PRUNING-AROUND SUMMER HOUSE ,AT THE ENTRANCE TO GODFREY RD, AND AT THE ENTRANCE TO MOORVILLE RD-ACTION ,G COLLINS

-PAINT GATES-GODFREY RD ENTRANCE –ACTION PROBATION SERVICE

-GRAFFITTI REMOVAL –GRAFFITTI REQUIRES REMOVAL FROM 2 PILLARS AT ENTRANCE TO GODFREY RD-  ACTION, STREET CLEANSING 

-PAINT GATES AND RAILINGS-  AT THE ENTRANCE TO  DURAHAM RD-ACTION ,PROBATION SERVICE 

-PAINT ALL BENCHES-ACTION PROBATION SERVICE

-SHRUB PRUNING- VARIOUS LOCATIONS AROUND PARK- 

ENTRANCE OF MOORVILLE RD ,CUT BACK FROM RAILINGS AND SHRUB AREAS,

CLAREMONT RD ENTRANCE- REDUCE SHRUBS BY 50%. ALSO ALONG RAILINGS TO ASHBOURNE RD

POND AREA-SHRUB PRUNING REQUIRED TO VARIOUS AREAS AROUND POND –ACTION,G/MAINTENANCE STAFF ,GOOD MANAGEMENT OF SHRUB PRUNING REQUIRED, MAKING SURE BREEDING AREAS ARE LEFT FOR DUCKS,ETC……

ALSO PRUNING REQUIRED TO POND AREA  AT THE ENTRANCE OF DURAHAM RD, BY REDUCING THE SHRUBS AT THIS ENTRANCE WILL GIVE AN OPEN VIEW OF THE POND AREA ,THIS WILL GIVE A GOOD PERCEPTION OF WHAT THE PARK HAS, AND WHAT THE PARK CAN OFFER IN THE FACT THAT THERE IS A WONDERFULL POND AND WILDLIFE AREA WITHIN A PRIVATE AND COUNCIL ESTATE AREA OF THE CITY.

YOUTH SHELTER – A YOUTH SHELTER WAS DICUSSED, IF FUNDING AND AREA IS OKAY THEN SHELTER WILL BE SITUATED BEHIND OAKWOOD SCHOOL/OLD PLAY AREA

.-ACTION ,COLIN OLDFIELD ,M WALBANK

-OLD PLAY AREA-SITE REQUIRES GRADING WITH SOIL AND SEED –ACTION ,G/MAINTENANCE

*A SKIP NEEDS TO BE AVAILABLE DURING THE TIME THE PROBATION SERVICE ARE WORKING WITHIN THE PARK.*

*A MAP OF THE PARK NEEDS TO BE DONE AND MADE AVAILABLE WITH ZONES MARKED ON SO IT IS EASIER FOR THE PROBATION STAFF TO REFER TO.

*THERE WILL BE APPROX 6 MEMBERS OF THE PROBATION SERVICE/(OFFENDERS) AND 1 SUPERVISOR ON SITE ALL THE TIME.

*THE PROBATION SERVICE STAFF WILL START WORK WITHIN THE PARK,AT THE END OF NOVEMBER, 2003

*TOILET FACILITIES NEED TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PROBATION SERVICE AT ALL TIMES.

ALSO AN AREA WHERE THEY CAN HAVE A REFRESHMENT/ LUNCH BREAK.
