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CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

OCTOBER 2004

COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN UPDATE

INTRODUCTION

At the September meeting of Community Committee, attenders were invited to record their priorities for the area and to comment on how they thought the 7 themes / pledges of the Community Plan and council could be taken forward.  The results of the exercise are presented below, together with suggestions about how the exercise should inform the 2004/05 update of the Community Action Plan and work in the area.  (Suggestions are shown in bold type). There is also reference to the results of the 2000 census and how they might shape local aims and priorities.

OVERALL PRIORITIES

People were asked to show which themes / pledges they thought were most important.  It is interesting to compare the results from Community Committee with the results from a similar exercise carried out at a Weaste Community Lunch the week before.  (The results from the lunch are shown in brackets after the results from Community Committee).

OVERALL PRIORITIES

PLEASE SHOW WHICH YOU THINK ARE THE MAIN ISSUES FOR CLAREMONT / WEASTE

· Investing In Children & Young People
11 (21)

· Reducing Crime & Disorder


8   (23)

· Improving Housing & the Environment
7   (12)

· Improving Health



5   (5)

· Encouraging Learning Leisure


3   (5)

& Creativity

· Creating Economic Prosperity


3   (3)

· Involving Local Communities


2   (11)

Apart from the surprisingly low priority given to “Involving Local Communities” at the Community Committee meeting, the results are unsurprising.  They suggest that the three top priorities remain Children and Young People, Crime and Disorder and Environment / Housing.

The Community Action Plan should restate these priorities.

THEMES:

(a) HOW SHOULD WE INVEST IN CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE?

‘Family support, giving local people a choice’

‘Create recreational / sports and motivational opportunity. Ensure library provison. Use new schools as “youth resource centre”’

‘Have more outlets – our family are heavily involved with Salford Lads Club which is purpose built’

‘Claremont / Weaste is moving in the right direction. It would be interesting to know how we compare with other Community Committees’

‘Provide a good education and plenty of things to oocupy their minds’

Again, this is mainly in line with existing actions and priorities.  One specific point, which has not been addressed in the Action Plan is that referring to the new school premises planned for Hope and Buile Hill schools.  Reference should be made to this in the Plan

(b) HOW CAN WE REDUCE CRIME AND DISORDER?

‘Activities for young people’

‘More local police on the streets’

‘Young peoples forum’

‘Known local villains not being apprehended’

‘Require parents to be responsible for their children’

‘More police patrolling and wardens’

‘Crime is a community problem so we need to encourage greater community cohesion. Through events, projects and activities that promote integration and shared learning’

‘Encourage neighbourhood identity. Create “community owned” streets’

‘Encourage involvement of people and ask them to report events as they happen’

‘Local bobby had issues reported to him BUT nothing has improved’

‘More police on the streets’

‘We need more policemen fullstop!!’

‘By working with children and their families, by extending Sure Start and the work of the Early Years Team. If these children and families are “guided and supported” they will lead “better” and more fulfilling lives, the rest of the class will benefit, and the teacher and particularly society / the community will benefit by less crime / disorder and fear. The cost to us all of police probation service, social services, etc. will be much reduced’

These points are broadly in line with the content of the draft Action Plan and do not provide specifics that require a redrafting.  Do not alter this section of the draft Action Plan.

(c) HOW CAN WE IMPROVE HOUSING AND THE ENVIRONMENT?

‘ To ease traffic congestion by improved signage and directions’

‘Maintain character of area by not allowing unsuitable build’

‘alleygating’

‘So much improved in recent years – e.g. daffodils on roundabouts. Encourage the council to continue with the environmental progress – recycling to be extended. Get tough with Prospect Housing. Environmental officer to visit private landlords property and get tough with those that do not care for the property and it’s environment’

The only point which perhaps requires redrafting is that about not allowing unsuitable build.  This probably refers to apartment developments but it is not clearly stated.  Seek further clarification at Community Committee, try to establish a consensus view and redraft the Action Plan as necessary.

(d) HOW CAN WE IMPROVE HEALTH?

‘Extending the work of the Health Task Group; kids cooking groups, pensioners, how to make cheap and nourishing meals, promoting the “walking bus” scheme, run a competition in the newsletter with a voucher for a sports / swimming centre as a prize, have an annual “walk” round Buile Hill with medals like a marathon. We could have it as a sponsored walk for a local “good cause”. Have a “beat the bulge” as an input at a Community Committee; invite a PCT Healthy Eating officer…. Can we do anything about the junk food sold at lunchtime to schoolchildren? If we had school reps here we could get help (?) with some of the above ideas’

‘ Teach people to cook and shop healthy’

‘ Promoting healthy living initiatives and publicing these events in partnership with other agencies and organisations’

‘Improved housing, encourage gardening and community spirit’

‘Yes I agree not enough play areas / space in Kirkham St’

‘Community groups to have closer working with (a) NHS PCT (hands on), (b) Libraries (info)

‘ Education and encourage children at an early age to eat good food and participate in exercises; swimming, dancing, sport, etc’

These suggestions, especially the specific ones, are in line with the developing, local health improvement agenda and the content of the draft Action Plan.  Do not alter draft action plan, share these results with the local PCT Health Improvement Team, and ensure that Health Improvement updates are on all Community Committee agendas.

(e) HOW CAN WE INVOLVE LOCAL COMMUNIITIES?

‘Advertise, ask the questions, community wardens’

‘Support local resource centres. Create more of above’

‘More prominently advertised on * Council Website, * libraries, * Co-op store, etc ’

‘Make development decisions locally accountable. Prepare area plans based on consultation about options’

‘This is difficult as most people are not interested in other people. Only themselves. Perhaps more advertising of what we do’
The suggestions are mostly quite generalised. Some issues e.g., website are being addressed by the local staff team.  The area plan idea should be progressed through the implementation of Neighbourhood Management.  Do not alter the draft Action Plan.

(f) HOW CAN WE ENCOURAGE LEARNING LEISURE AND CREATIVITY?

Involving local schools / colleges / church groups / scouts / brownie groups’

‘By making learning fun and by tapping into peoples talents. Putting on more Salford wide events and activities that are well publicised and attended ’

‘Encourage creative activities at school as well as the three Rs’

‘Start-up / encourage reading / book clubs for all ages’

‘Somehow we need to extend the distribution of our newsletter which contains the notices and adverts about learning opportunities and courses, etc, what’s going on, what’s available’

‘Interesting activities for family fun days, local events engaging young people

‘Create more venues where learning for all can take place. Support resource centres.’

The specific suggestions are already addressed.  Do not alter the draft Action Plan.

(g) HOW CAN WE CREATE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY/

‘Local enterprise’

‘Promote co-operatives’

‘Promote credit unions’

‘Improve and advertise area so as to attach business concerns’

‘Encourage community enterprise. Establish neighbourhoods in which economically active families want to live ( and not move out of the city)

‘This is a chicken & egg situation. A “better place to live” attracts investment. “Investment” will make it a better place to live”. Meanwhile for heavens sake organise transport to the Lowry from the Height, Broughhton, Kersal,Winton, etc. The vision of the councillors who made it possible to buy land on the Docks was to “develop the Quays for the benefit of the people of Salford”. In fact the people of Salford get least from the Quays – without a car they can’t get there. Those who benefit come on  the train from Altrincham & Hale!’

The comments are broadly in line with existing content of the draft Action Plan.  Do not redraft this section of the Plan.

CENSUS 2001

The most significant points to arise from these census statistics all relate primarily to the Weaste & Seedley Ward and are as follows:

· A high proportion of the population is aged 60 or over;

· The proportion of residents who are not white has increased between censuses although it is still small;

· Self-assessed health is poor and the incidence of long-term illness is high;

· A low proportion of people is employed / economically active;

· A high proportion of people is unqualified;

· A high proportion of households is one-person including pensioners living alone;

· A high proportion of households is in rented accommodation;

· A high proportion of households has no car.

This suggests that:

· The deprived areas of Weaste & Seedley remain the highest priorities for Community Committee;

· That older people should be recorded as a priority which will be addressed through the stronger communities / promoting inclusion agenda;

· That social cohesion should be recorded as a priority which will be addressed through the stronger communities / promoting inclusion agenda;

· That the developing health improvement agenda is an important one for the area and should be recorded as such.
