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CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 2006

LIGHTOAKS / OAKWOOD PARKS WALKABOUT

Thursday 19th October 2006

Present:
Cllr M. Ferrer   


J. Nolan -      “             


J. Faucitt – resident


J. Fairchild    “             



B. Patten -     “            

J. Boland -    “             



M. Kirk -         “            

M. Richardson -          



D. Wallace -   “            

V. Wallace -  “            “



Mick Walbank - 
Community Services

Paul McKeown -
Environmental Services



M. Bolton -                         “                    “



J. Shortt -                           “                    “



J. K. Gillott -                       “                    “

LIGHTOAKS PARK

POND

More aerating plants have been planted and more will be.
The narrow gully area of the pond has been reasonably clear recently.
The noticeboard about the wildlife in the pond / park has been installed.

A hydrant has been sorted out for a water change in the pond.  Piping needs to be sourced and then the work can be carried out.  

SPORTS AREA

Cllr Ferrer advised that Environmental Services are preparing a Lottery bid which will include refurbishment of the sports area. 

A large ‘no dogs’ sign has not yet been put up outside the football area.  Paul McKeown will follow this up.

SMALL CHILDRENS PLAY AREA

Paul Mc Keown advised that Salford has a high level of safety checks.  There are daily checks  by parks staff, a 12-weekly check by an engineer, and an annual check by RoSPA.  Paul will follow up residents’ concerns that the daily checks are not carried out rigorously.

BENCHES 

Paul McKeown has included benches in his list of desirable expenditure for the year and is awaiting confirmation of his budget.  He noted the views of some residents that refurbishment of existing benches would be appropriate.

GATES

Mick Walbank advised that the Political Executive had supported the closure of the Claremont Road squeeze gate with associated fencing to prevent access through a resident’s garden.  Mick will be clarifying funding with Environmental Services, and then the work can go ahead.

Staff are not shutting the main gates on one side after bringing their vehicles into the park as discussed at the last walkabout.  This meant unauthorised vehicles could still get in.  Paul McKeown will follow this up.

STAFF HUT

Paul McKeown will contact Steve Jones to establish the outcome of the marketing exercise for the hut.

BINS

Litter bins are being emptied more frequently.  They should be emptied on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  
TREES

Mick Walbank will contact Ged Collins about a strategic tree management programme for Lightoaks (and Oakwood) park.

NOTICEBOARD

The noticeboard near the Godfrey Road entrance has been vandalised.  Paul McKeown will arrange for repair.

ILLEGAL GATES

Paul Mc Keown will ask staff to identify the addresses where gates have been put into the perimeter fence behind houses on Radcliffe Park Road.  Environmental Services will then write to the people responsible.

OAKWOOD PARK

BINS

Paul McKeown has bins on order for Oakwood Park

PARKING, etc

Langworthy Reds would like dedicated parking in the park for match days, so as not to cause problems with on-street parking.  They had suggested using the former tennis courts and restoring an old path as access.

Looking at the site of the tennis courts and the old path route, it seemed that this would be a major undertaking.  A possible alternative would be to create parking either side of the unimproved pathway alongside the Stables and Red Rose Forest area.  Mick Walbank will liaise with Langworthy Reds and Dominic Clarke about this issue and about creating a hard-surfaced access to the rugby pitches.

The earth is being churned up by vehicles to the sides of the upper end of the improved pathway.  Paul McKeown will look into installing bollards or railings to prevent vehicles going down that way.

ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE WALKABOUT:

LIGHTOAKS PARK

· Complete pond planting programme. (Steve Taylor)

· Carry out pond water change (Paul McKeown)

· Ensure daily safety checking of children’s play area is done thoroughly (Paul McKeown)

· Put ‘no dogs’ sign outside football area. (Steve Taylor)

· Update on funding to improve benches in the park. (Paul McKeown / Steve Taylor)

· Progress closure of Claremont Road squeeze point (Mick Walbank / Paul McKeown)

· Request staff to close gates on one side after accessing park with vehicles (Steve Taylor).

· Clarify outcome of marketing of the summer shed / staff hut (Paul McKeown)

· Clarify situation with lease / parking arrangements for Langworthy Reds (Property Management)

· Repair vandalised noticeboard (Steve Taylor)

· Follow-up the unlawful installation of gates into the park perimeter fence. (Paul McKeown)

LIGHTOAKS AND OAKWOOD PARKS

· Explore possibility of a strategic tree management programme (Mick Walbank / Ged Collins)

OAKWOOD PARK

· Update on installation of litter bins (Paul McKeown).

· Progress rugby club parking issue (Mick Walbank, Dominic Clarke, Langworthy Reds, Property Management)











