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CLAREMONT / WEASTE POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP


26th August, 2004


Meeting commenced:
4.43 p.m.


“                 ended:
6.45 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Owen - in the Chair


Councillors Ainsworth, Cooke, Heywood, Perkins and Powell

OFFICERS:
Mick Walbank 
- 
Neighbourhood Manager


Bernard Noon
-
Parks and Countryside Officer



Mike McHugh
-
Committee Administrator


18. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Alan Westwood and Simon Monks.

19. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th July, 2004, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

20. MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Housing Market Renewal Fund (H.M.R.F.) / Regeneration Issues

(Previous Minute 14(a) – 15th July, 2004)


It was reported that the information requested in respect of –


(i)
Strategic Overview documentation regarding the Housing Market Renewal Process and 


(ii)
the Housing Demand Study undertaken in 2003,


had not been provided to all Members of the Group.

It was further noted that the first annual report on Housing Market Renewal Fund included no reference to the Weaste area of the City.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Mike McHugh contact Ade Alao, Housing Services to make arrangements for the provision of the requested information.




(2) THAT a report be submitted to a future meeting of this Group providing –


(a)
an update in respect of work being undertaken with Housing Market Renewal Funding; and


(b)
details of the exclusion of the Weaste area from the first annual report on Housing Market Renewal Fund.

(b)
Central Salford Partnership


(Previous Minute 16(c) – 15th July, 2004)

It was reported that newly Elected Members had been invited to attend a seminar to be hosted by Felicity Goody, in respect of the work of the Central Salford Partnership.

Mike McHugh reported that Councillor Merry and Charles Green were to be invited to attend the next meeting of this Group to provide details in respect of the work of the Central Salford Partnership and the influences this work would have on the Service Delivery Area.

RESOLVED: THAT the matter be noted.

(c)
Stott Lane Playing Fields


(Previous Minute 16(a) – 15th July, 2004)

(Councillor Heywood declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon)  

Councillor Ainsworth reported that arising from early proposals in respect of the Private Finance Initiative (P.F.I) for Hope and Buile Hill High Schools land currently used as playing fields would be lost. 

He indicated that the Playing Fields on Stott Lane might become the only facilities available for use by pupils of Hope and Buile Hill High Schools. 

Councillor Ainsworth also provided details of the issue of “restriction of use of the land at Stott Lane Playing Fields”. He indicated that the Director of Corporate Services had submitted a report in this regard and no restrictions were in place in respect of the land. 

Discussion ensued in respect of a possible application for planning permission by the owners of Duncan Mathieson Playing Fields.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

21. CRIME ISSUES
RESOLVED:
(1) THAT, in the absence of Simon Monks, Greater Manchester Police, this item be deferred for consideration at the next meeting of this Group.



(2) THAT Councillor Owen contact A. Fletcher, Greater Manchester Police, in order to ensure the attendance of a representative of the G.M.P. at the next meeting of this Group.

22. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Councillor Owen provided details of concerns in respect of crime, fear of crime and instances of nuisance within parks, particularly Lightoaks Park, within the Service Delivery Area. 

Bernard Noon, Parks and Countryside Officer, in responding to the concerns raised by Councillor Owen, provided details of issues currently being examined by the Environmental Services Directorate in respect of parks within the Service Delivery Area, including –

· An attack perpetrated upon a member of Park Staff;

· Instances of young people using quad bikes on the parks;

· Action available in respect of Salford City Council Byelaws regarding Pleasure Ground;

· New signage placed at entrances to, and within, parks;

· Remedies available to counter both nuisance and anti-social behaviour;

· Cost implications for the maintenance budget owing to vandalism to the grounds of the parks by quad bikes;

· Evidence requirements to take action in respect of nuisance and anti-social behaviour;

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.


(2) THAT a letter be sent on behalf of this Group to Brenda Smith thanking her for the work which she continues to undertake within the Service Delivery Area.


(3) THAT Mick Walbank liaise with Simon Monks, G.M.P., in respect of the possibility of making use of the Video Camera purchased by the Community Committee in order to obtain evidence regarding nuisance and anti-social behaviour.


(4) THAT Bernard Noon provide Councillor Powell with an update report in respect of Drainage on Lightoaks Park.

23. NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT
Mick Walbank provided an update report regarding the Neighbourhood Management process, including details of –

· An increase in the Community Committee Devolved Budget; 

· The development and implementation of the Community Action Plan for the Service Delivery Area; and

· The appointment of Brian Wroe (former Chief Inspector, Greater Manchester Police) to the post of Assistant Director Community and Social Services (Community Affairs)

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted. 

24. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
Nursery Facilities Hope Hospital

(Councillor Heywood declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon)  

Members raised concerns that information in respect of this application for planning permission had not been submitted to this group, as requested at the meeting held on 12th May, 2004. (Minute 4(a) refers)

Members requested that the Director of Development Services be requested to submit an update report in respect of the application at the next meeting of this Group including details of –

(i)
the percentage, if any, of places available at the nursery which would be made available to the local community;  

(ii)
any proposals for use of the part of the facility, not being used by the proposed nursery.

RESOLVED: THAT the Director of Development Services be requested to submit a report at the next meeting of this Group in respect of the application for planning permission for the development of Nursery Facilities at Hope Hospital, including details of –

(i)
the percentage, if any, of places available at the proposed nursery which would be made available to the local community;  

(ii)
any proposals for use of the part of the facility, not being used by the proposed nursery.

(b)
Forward Plan

Councillor Ainsworth submitted details of issues contained within the current Forward Plan which would have an impact on the Service Delivery Area, including –

· Turnpike House (Acquisition of Land)

· Salford Schools PFI Project

RESOLVED: THAT the Forward Plan be included as a standard item on the Agenda for all future meetings of this Group. 

(c)
Hope Area – Residents’ Parking Scheme

RESOLVED: THAT the Director of Development Services be requested to submit a report at the next meeting of this Group in respect of progress relating to the development and implementation of an extended Residents’ Parking Scheme within the Hope Area.

(d)
Staff Report

Mick Walbank submitted a staff report providing details of the work currently being undertaken by the Community Services Team within the Service Delivery Area. 

25. DATE AND TIME OF FUTURE MEETINGS
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the starting time of all future meetings of this Group be changed to 4.45pm rather than the current 4.30pm.



(2) THAT the next meeting of this Group be held on Monday, 20th September, 2004.
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