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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 4TH OCTOBER 2004


TITLE :
TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSALS -  NEW LANE, ECCLES.

RECOMMENDATIONS :
APPROVAL BE GIVEN TO ADVERTISE THE TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER IN SUPORT OF TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSALS FOR NEW LANE. 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :
THIS REPORT GIVES DETAILS OF TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSALS ON NEW LANE AND THE RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION EXERCISE WITH WARD COUNCILLORS, RESIDENTS AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :  REPORT TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UNIT (28/07/04).  

                                                      WORKING FILES IN TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION SECTION.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
              LOW

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
 TRANSPOR CAPITAL PROGRAMME

                                                        (LOCAL SAFETY SCHEMES 2004/05)

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
 N/A 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
 N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :
            SEAN FERNANDO


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):    ECCLES



KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
ASSISTS IN THE DRIVE TOWARDS CASUALTY REDUCTION IN SALFORD


DETAILS:
The report details traffic calming proposals on New Lane, Eccles.

1. New Lane is approximately 850 metres long, a local distributor, which runs between Liverpool Road and Worsley Road, both of which are signal controlled junctions. There are two schools (Beech Street Primary School & St Patrick’s High School), a nursing home, residential properties and a number of small businesses along New Lane. 

2. Correspondence has been received from the Beech Street Primary School expressing concerns about speeding vehicles and requesting traffic calming measures on New Lane.  An analysis of the City Council’s road traffic accidents revealed that there have been 7 reported injury accidents along New Lane, in the three-year period up to the end of December 2003, some of which may relate to speeds.

3. To address these problems it is proposed to introduce the following: -    

· 3 junction tables, 75mm high kerb to kerb, 1 in 15 on/off ramp gradients;

· 1 speed table, 75mm high 8m plateau kerb to kerb, 1 in 15 on/off ramp gradients; 

· 4 sets of speed cushions; and   

· improved road markings and signing.

4. The possibility of providing traffic calming features involving horizontal deflection such as road narrowings, chicanes, etc. has been considered however, this is not  feasible due to insufficient carriageway width. The spacing between the proposed traffic calming features is approximately 100 metres. The gradual ramps of junction/speed tables should enable a smoother passage for fire appliances, heavy goods vehicles and buses. Also kerb to kerb speed tables will facilitate pedestrian and disabled persons movements.    
5. It is anticipated that the proposed measures will lead to reduced vehicle speeds and create a safer environment for local residents, particularly for vulnerable road users such as the children of Beech Street Primary School and St Patrick’s High School, and the elderly people from the nursing home. The enclosed plan nos. TT/SF/173/1-3 illustrate the scheme layout.
6. Consultations have been carried out with local residents in the area and the results are as follows: -

· The number of consultation documents distributed     =  125 

· The total number of return slips received                     =   51  (41%)

· The number of slips in favour                                       =   44  (86%)     

· The number of slips not in favour                                 =    7   (14%)

7. It should be noted that there are two blocks of flats along New Lane and it has not been possible to gain access to deliver consultation documents.  However, the majority of these flats appear to be derelict or unoccupied. 

8. The residents who were not in favour of the scheme gave the following reasons and brief comments have been made against each one:-

· As stated in the press, speed tables and cushions hinder the emergency services –  As part of the consultation process, emergency services have been consulted and they are in agreement with the New Lane traffic calming proposals.

· Traversing over the cushions and speed/junction tables will damage their vehicles – not if driven over at lower speeds.
· Traffic calming measures would be OK if they are located just at both sides of the school, not all the way down the road – an analysis of the accident record revealed that the reported injury accidents were scattered along New Lane, and therefore it is necessary to treat the full length.
· Installation of traffic calming features will create parking problems – generally residents tend to park their vehicles at the frontage of their properties. If there is a speed cushion where they park then they may have to park away from the cushion. The length of the speed cushion does not exceed 3.5m and therefore, this should not have a detrimental impact on current parking levels.  
· Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) traversing over the junction tables generate vibrations and this may cause damages to their properties – Gradual (1 in 15) ramps at junction tables mean a smoother passage for HGV, fire appliances & buses, therefore, vibration levels should not increase significantly.
9. As noted above the majority (86%) of those residents that responded are in favour of the scheme and the comments against should be assessed against the likely benefits such as reduced vehicle speeds, which will create a safer environment for local residents.

10. GMPTE also raised some minor concerns regarding the proposed traffic calming features, however, following discussions with Peter McGivney (GMPTE representative) it was agreed to make some amendments and these concerns have now been withdrawn. 

11. The Director of Development Services therefore recommends that the contents of this report be noted and approval be given to proceed with advertising the required traffic order to introduce traffic calming measures on New Lane. 

Estimated Cost

Approximately £50,000 to be funded from Block 3 Transport Capital Program for Local Safety Schemes 2004/5 allocations.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services
