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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON MONDAY 5TH JULY 2004


TITLE : LOWER IRWELL FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY


RECOMMENDATIONS : That the Lead Member for Development Services supports the list of potential flood management measures being considered as part of the Flood Risk Management Strategy and approves that eight options should be subject to a more detailed appraisal.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : Central government guidance requires flood management measures to secure a 1 in 100 year level of flood protection for new areas of housing development (PPG 25 para 31). Following construction of the Littleton Road Flood Storage Basin, Central Salford will only have a 1 in 75 year level of protection. Therefore the Environment Agency has appointed consultants to determine what further measures might be possible to raise the level of protection to the 1 in 100 year standard. The City Council is now being consulted on those measures, and is recommending not only that those being put forward by Babtie Brown & Root should go forward, but also that three others should go forward for detailed appraisal.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :(Available for public inspection)

Consultation documents supplied by Babtie Brown & Root


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
HIGH.  If the City Council does not secure flood protection to the 1 in 100 year standard, this will prejudice the redevelopment and regeneration of large parts of Charlestown, Lower Kersal and Lower Broughton.

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: The studies would be funded by the Environment Agency.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  Ian Sheard ext 3084

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: D McAllister ext 2482

	


CONTACT OFFICER: Marion Raines ext 3647


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) Pendlebury, Kersal, Broughton, Irwell Riverside, Ordsall.


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Various policies in the Revised Deposit Draft Replacement UDP especially Policy EN 16 (Flood Risk) and various allocations within the flood plain.  Regeneration proposals for the NDC area and Lower Broughton.


1.0 
NEED FOR FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY

1.1
For a number of years the Environment Agency (EA) has been looking at the issue of flooding within the lower section of the River Irwell in Salford. In the mid 1990s the EA prepared a range of measures (including the construction of a flood storage basin on the Littleton Road Playing Fields in Kersal and the raising of walls along that stretch of the Irwell from Littleton Road down to Central Salford. Once complete (possibly by December 2004) these measures will provide a 1 in 75 years level of protection. However, the EA has now accepted that this is below the government guidance in PPG 25 and that further measures are needed to address flood issues within the Central Salford area, where some 14,000 people live and where there are a number of key regeneration initiatives.

1.2
In the light of the above, the EA has commissioned consultants Babtie Brown and Root to prepare the Lower Irwell Flood Risk Management Improvement Strategy. (This work should not be confused with the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for the City Council being undertaken by JBA Consulting). The aim of the lower Irwell work is to set out a fifty year strategy for managing flood risk on that stretch of the River Irwell between Agecroft and Strangeways, with an emphasis on investigating an increase in the standard of protection in the short to medium term.

2.0 
POTENTIAL MEASURES FOR INCLUSION IN THE STRATEGY

2.1
A number of possible measures for improving the management of flood risk have been identified as follows:

· Do Nothing 

· Do Minimum (ongoing EA maintenance)

· Flood Warning Scheme

· Offline Storage Upstream of the M60 at Rhodes Farm Sewage Works, Bury

· Online Storage Upstream of the M60 within the Incised River Channel between Clifton Country Park and M60

· Offline Storage Adjacent to Ringley Sewage Treatment Works, Bury

· Storage at Prestwich within Drinkwater Park, Bury

· Flow Diversion via Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal, from Clifton to Manchester City Centre

· Offline Storage at Castle Irwell Playing Fields, Salford

· Extension to Littleton Road Offline Storage at Manchester United Training Ground, Salford 

· Wallness Cut Flow Diversion Channel, Lower Broughton, Salford

· Navigable Channel Dredging from Adelphi Weir to Trafford Road Swing Bridge

· Increase Channel Threshold Flow along River from Kearsley to Trafford Road Swing Bridge

2.2
The abovementioned measures have now been subjected to an initial screening process, which involved a strategic technical, economic and environmental appraisal. Following this screening, Babtie Brown and Root are suggesting a number of measures to be taken forward for more detailed appraisal. Those measures being recommended by Babtie Brown and Root to be taken forward for more detailed appraisal are in bold print. (It should be noted that the consultants are indicating that although some measures may have been dropped at this stage, this does not mean that they will not be considered further in the future). 

3.0
CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL MEASURES

3.1
The consultation documents submitted to the City Council have now been widely circulated within the authority and to JBA Consulting who are undertaking the SFRA on behalf of the City Council.

3.2
JBA `s comments relate primarily to the Wallness Cut and the Increased Channel Threshold measures. In terms of the Cut, JBA indicate the need to explore sharing the cost of flood mitigation work as part of the master planning process for this area. In terms of the Channel Threshold, JBA strongly recommend that the limits of the current flood control scheme should be thoroughly tested via the hydraulic models which have been set up by the EA / Babtie. JBA point out that the channel flow constraints are currently only based on anecdotal evidence. JBA argues that the defences currently constructed along the Irwell`s banks through Central Salford are generally of a low height, and therefore a further option should be to raise these existing defences.

3.3
In general terms the City Council agrees with those measures being proposed by both JBA and Babtie for a more detailed appraisal. However, it is proposed that the Council also request further consideration of the “Flow diversion via the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal” option, in view of the significant regeneration benefits arising from the canal restoration, and that at this stage, it is possible to design the canal works to take account of flood flows. Further details on the responses within the City Council, and the final detailed response to the EA / Babtie Brown & Root will be tabled at the meeting.

4.0
CONSULTATION PERIOD

4.1
Before the above mentioned measures recommended by Babtie Brown and Root are taken forward, the City Council is being asked for its views on those recommendations. The EA and the consultants have set a tight timescale and wish to have comments back by Monday, 5th July 2004.

5.0 CONCLUSION

5.1
It is proposed that the EA be requested to consider the following list of schemes in their further work into flood alleviation on the Lower River Irwell in Salford..


1.   Do Nothing 

2. Do Minimum (ongoing EA maintenance)

3. Online Storage Upstream of the M60 within the Incised River Channel between Clifton Country Park and M60

4. Flow Diversion via Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal, from Little Lever or Clifton to Manchester City Centre

5. Offline Storage at Castle Irwell Playing Fields, Salford

6. Extension to Littleton Road Offline Storage at Manchester United Training Ground, Salford

7. Increase Channel Threshold Flow along River from Kearsley to Trafford Road Swing Bridge

8. Raising of the existing flood defence walls / bunds to provide protection from a 1 in 100 year event.

c:\joan\specimen new report format.doc


