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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON 6 SEPTEMBER 2004


TITLE :
AMENDED TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSAL -  OXFORD ROAD, SALFORD 6.


RECOMMENDATIONS :
APPOVAL BE GIVEN TO ADVERTISE THE REQUIRED TRAFFIC ORDER IN SUPORT OF THE AMENDED TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ON OXFORD ROAD. 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
THIS REPORT GIVES DETAILS OF AMENDED TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSALS ON OXFORD ROAD AND THE RESULTS OF CONSULTATION EXERCISE WITH WARD COUNCILLORS, RESIDENTS AND EMERGENCY SERVICES. 



BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:   REPORT TO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UNIT (26/05/04)

                                                       REPORT TO REGULATORY PANEL (01/07/04) 

                                                       WORKING FILES IN TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION 

                                                       ENGINEERING DESIGN SECTIONS 


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
              LOW

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
 TRANSPORTATION CAPITAL PROGRAMME

                                                        (AMENDMENTS TO EARLY TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEMES)

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
 N/A 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
 N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER:
            SEAN FERNANDO


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):    CLAREMONT



KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
ASSISTS IN THE DRIVE TOWARDS CASUALTY REDUCTION IN SALFORD


DETAILS:
The report details amended traffic calming proposals for the Oxford Road area.

1. A large amount of correspondence has been received from residents of Oxford Road expressing their concerns about speeding vehicles and the effectiveness of the existing traffic calming features (speed cushions) on Oxford Road. Their comments also highlighted problems with vehicles attempting to drive over the central cushions as well as vehicles swerving in close proximity to pedestrians on the footway whilst attempting to drive over the outer cushions.  Following these complaints, a number of ‘After’ traffic surveys have been carried out on Oxford Road to determine the scale of the problem. 

2. The analysis of the traffic surveys revealed that there has been a reduction in the volume and the speed of vehicles travelling along Oxford Road following the introduction of traffic calming scheme. However, a significant number of vehicles were still exceeding the 20mph speed limit and this may be a factor in the residents’ concerns about possible ground-borne vibrations on Oxford Road. 

3. An analysis of the accident record has shown that whilst there were 2 reported injury accidents along Oxford Road in the 3-year period before the traffic calming scheme was introduced there have been no reported injury accidents after its implementation. 

4. Site inspections revealed that that there are some damaged/disfigured speed cushions on Oxford Road and this may be due to various reasons such as poor compaction and/or the quality of the material used during construction. However, it is fair to say that current condition of these cushions could hinder the overall performance of the traffic calming scheme in the Oxford Road area. 

5. To address the road safety problems the City Council proposes to amend the existing traffic calming features on Oxford Road. The amended scheme proposal is as follows: -    

· the removal of the existing speed cushions on Oxford Road from Hereford Road to Orme Avenue; and  

· the introduction of four 75mm high junction tables with 1 in 15 ramp gradients. 

It is anticipated that the introduction of junction tables will lead to a further reduction in vehicle speeds and create a safer environment for local residents. The attached plan no. TT/SF/1171/2 illustrates the amended traffic calming proposal. The existing traffic calming features are shown on plan no. TT/SF/1171a.  

6. Consultations have been carried out with local residents in the area regarding the amended scheme and the results are as follows: -

a. The number of consultation documents distributed     =  75 

b. The total number of return slips received                     =  35 

c. The number of slips in favour                                       =  26  (74%)     

d. The number of slips not in favour                                 =    9  (26%)

7. The residents who were not in favour of the scheme gave the following reasons and brief comments have been made against each one:-

· Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) traversing over the junction tables generate vibrations and this may cause damages to their properties – Gradual (1 in 15) ramps of junction tables mean a smoother passage for HGV, fire appliances & buses, therefore, no vibration should occur.
· Only solution would be to remove the existing cushions and not to install any other measures – the existing speed limit on Oxford Road is 20mph and it would be impossible to maintain this speed limit without any form of physical speed reducing features.
· Existing speed cushions are ineffective and the proposed junction tables are not any better  – It is considered that the junction tables will be more effective in slowing the speed of general traffic.
· More than one revised scheme options should be presented to the residents – considerations have been given to produce more than one revised scheme options. However, due to the small number of properties on Oxford Road this would divide residents preferences and could end up in no clear majority, and hence none of the options would progress on site.
· New proposal is complete waste of time and money  - this is an individual’s opinion. General feeling of the residents in the area is that they are not in favour of the existing speed cushions, as the current condition of the cushions does not help to reduce vehicle speeds. It is considered that the junction tables will be more effective in slowing the speed of general traffic.
8. The majority (74%) of those residents that responded to the questionnaire are in favour of the scheme. The reasons given against the scheme are considered to be individuals' personal views and would normally be expected from this kind of a consultation. These comments should be assessed against the benefits that can be achieved from the proposed scheme, such as reduced vehicle speeds, hence creating a safer environment for local residents.

9. GMPTE have raised some concerns regarding the proposed traffic calming features on Oxford Road however, following discussions with Peter McGivney (GMPTE representative) it was agreed to make amendments to the original layout of the scheme proposal, which was submitted to the Traffic Management Unit. The amendments include the placing of a junction table at Oxford Road/Orama Avenue, instead of 2 standard road humps at property numbers 56 & 26.

10.  The Director of Development Services recommends that the contents of this report be noted and approval be given to proceed with advertising the amendments to the existing traffic calming features on Oxford Road. 

Estimated Cost

Approximately £30,000 to be funded from Block 3 Transportation Capital Program for Local Safety Schemes 2004/5 allocations.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services
