	PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.




TO THE  Director of Development Services


ON Monday 6 September 2004


TITLE : Worsley Delph New Leaf Project – Preliminary Works.


RECOMMENDATIONS :
That approval be given for funding of the preliminary works outlined below.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: This report sets out some of the preliminary works and estimated costs necessary to ensure that the Council is in a position to move forward with the land reclamation scheme for Worsley Delph as soon as NWDA funding becomes available under the New Leaf Programme.  Preliminary works will include tests of the methodology to remove the silt from the Delph, a bat survey with report and production of a survey and management plan relating to the Scheduled Ancient Monument at the Delph.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)


· Geological Unit report on the Iron Ochre Deposits within the Delph – May 2001

· Structural Perspectives Report on the Worsley Delph Basin – April 2002

· English Nature Bat Mitigation Guidelines - January 2004.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK
Low.  The carrying out of preliminary works will ensure we are in a position to take advantage of any funding releases under the New Leaf programme and will help to ensure compliance with legislation in relation to waste disposal, wildlife and ancient monuments.  

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:  Planning Delivery Grant

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Sought from Ian Sheard.

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Sought from Dave McAllister.

	


CONTACT OFFICER: Tim Jones, Tel: 793 3655


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) – All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: - 

· Improving Health in Salford – resulting in the removal of a health and safety hazard;

· Encouraging learning, leisure and creativity in Salford – will improve prospects for development of a major tourist attraction and cultural heritage feature at the Delph, contributing directly to ‘A Vision for Salford’s Tourism Strategy’.

· Creating Prosperity in Salford – enhancing the image of the Delph and surrounding areas will increase inward investment and visitor spend in the area etc.

· Enhancing Life in Salford – will lead to a major improvement in the quality of the local environment.


DETAILS 


1.0 Background

1.1.
The New Leaf Programme has identified Worsley Delph as one of the top priority sites in Greater Manchester for reclamation.  Funding of £250,000 has been secured from the NWDA to facilitate the remediation works at the Delph.  The New Leaf Programme delivery period has been re-assessed and is now likely to be delivered over 5 years from 2005 – 2010, rather than the initial 3 year programme anticipated for 2004 – 2007.  

1.2
However, there may be possibilities for early spend on this project should other commitments made by the NWDA not be taken up.  

1.3
The programme will involve removal of the iron ochre silt from the Delph and the disused canal basins leading from the Delph to the Bridgewater Canal.  There has been considerable press interest and coverage of this project in recent weeks.

2.0
Proposed Programme of Preliminary Works

2.1
The following programme is proposed to ensure that the Council is in an excellent position to take up funding at the earliest possible stage should the scenario in 1.2 above take place.

· Testing of the methodology for removing the silt.  It is proposed that two tests be carried out and that they should cover the possibilities of adopting a traditional dredging approach and the use of a hydrocyclone.  These tests will determine the most appropriate and cost effective method of dealing with the problem.  Estimated cost up to £2,000 per test.

· Bat survey.  It is proposed to carry out a preliminary bat foraging survey, with production of an advisory report on the potential implications of the proposed works on bat activity around the Delph.  Quotation received at £350 (see appendix 1).

· Scheduled Ancient Monument.  Advice is being sought on the production of a Survey and Management Plan relating to the Scheduled Ancient Monument status of the Delph.  Estimated cost up to a maximum of £1,000.

3.0
Financial Implications
3.1
It is proposed that the funding for these preliminary works should come from the Planning Delivery Grant budget.  The total anticipated cost for these works is not expected to exceed £6,000.

4.0
Conclusion and Recommendation

4.1
Carrying out the preliminary works proposed above would ensure that the Council is in a position to take advantage of any release of funding from the NWDA in future years, securing the early completion of this important project.

4.2
It is recommended that approval be given for the funding in order to secure the early completion of the proposed preliminary works.
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25.8.2004

Dear Tim,

Further to our meeting at Worsley canal basin yesterday, I have spoken to Ruth Critchley of English Nature (01942 614021) concerning your project to decontaminate Worsley Delph canal basins and it's possible effect on possible nearby bat roosts and bat foraging.  Her advice agrees with mine given to you verbally yesterday and a licence is not required for the work.

It is recommended to carry out a simple foraging survey of the three parts of the basin and an emergence survey of the tunnels in the quarry and arches under the road within the next few weeks.

A repeat survey would be advisable next June, but only if work is likely to occur between May and early August. This is to avoid disturbance of possible maternity roosts at a critical time of year.

The estimated cost of one emergence and foraging survey, and compilation of a report is £350, no VAT payable.

This is unlikely to change unless something really unexpected is discovered during the survey.

The survey should be completed, weather permitting, within a few days of your agreeing to this work, and the report will be ready a few days after completion of the survey.

I hope this is satisfactory.

Martin Prescott

Tim Jones


Principal Planner


(Environment and Projects)


Salford City Council





0161 793 3655


tim.jones@salford.gov.uk
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