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REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON 10th June 2004.........................................


TITLE :  Payment of a Financial Donation to Planning Aid to increase community awareness of the Planning Aid service 


RECOMMENDATIONS :  To seek approval to make a financial donation to Planning Aid.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :  Discussions have been held with Planning Aid to examine the potential to increase the awareness of the service to residents of the city, particularly during the lead time to the UDP Inquiry.  It is recommended that a single donation is made to Planning Aid to support the service and which will also be used to notify objectors to the Revised Deposit UDP of the service and to hold clinics and workshops as appropriate and to provide impartial, technical advice on a one to one basis.  


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : 

· Unitary Development Plan and Revised Deposit Draft Unitary Development Plan


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: £5000 – Unitary Development Plan Revenue Budget

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Yes – Pauline Lewis x2838 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Yes – Dave McAllister x2482

	


CONTACT OFFICER : Amelia Lucas, Development Planning x 3657


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) - All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES


DETAILS

Background

Planning Aid is a service that provides free and independent professional advice to people who are unable to afford to employ planning consultants.  They receive some funding from the Royal Town Planning Institute, but as a charitable organisation are also reliant on the goodwill of volunteers and and of those who benefit from the services provided.  

As well as assisting individuals and/or groups with advice on planning issues Planning Aid have helped local authorities carry out consultation with their local communities.  In relation to Salford, they were employed to carry out the consultation process for the Area Plans in 2001 which preceded the UDP process.  This was carried out efficiently, effectively by Planning Aid.

At the end of last year, Planning Aid approached the authority to ask if it would be prepared to make a financial donation of £500 to support the service, to enable its continual improvement, and in particular to run community education and training programmes.  In their experience, by raising the awareness of the service this can help people to understand the planning process better, which in turn can save time for planning staff.

The inquiry for the Revised Deposit UDP is due to commence in September of this year.    Over 3000 representations were received on the First Deposit Draft UDP and a further 329 at the Revised Deposit Draft UDP.   The city council have set aside a budget to cover associated costs for the inquiry and it is suggested that a donation be made from this budget to Planning Aid which would be of benefit to the service but also the city council in the run up to the Public Inquiry into the UDP.

The Proposal

Discussions have recently taken place with Planning Aid to examine the possibility of a financial donation to support the service but also to raise community awareness of it in Salford.  This service could then be used by local residents who have made representations in relation to the UDP review, and who are eligible to use the service, to provide impartial and independent advice about the forthcoming Public Inquiry process. 

It is proposed to make a donation of £5000.  In order to assist the authority in the latter stages of the UDP review process Planning Aid would undertake the following:

· They would write and offer the support of Planning Aid to all residents who have made representations during the UDP process and who are unable to afford to employ a planning consultant. Owing to the tight timescales of the inquiry a temporary member of staff would be employed to ensure that this is able to be carried out as soon as possible.

· They would give a timeline for a response and following this would have a clearer indication of the appropriate use of the service and the best means of providing advice to residents.   Resulting from this, a number of workshops or clinics may be set up, or it may be that advice on a one – to - one basis is more appropriate.

Unfortunately as Planning Aid are a charity they are not able to ring fence any contributions that are made.  However they are keen to assist the authority during the run up to the inquiry and have indicated that the above work would be undertaken.  

Conclusion

Planning Aid is a worthwhile service which the authority has employed previously to undertake consultation work.     It is therefore recommended that the authority gives Planning Aid its support and the proposal to make a financial donation of £5000 to Planning Aid is accepted.  This would also help raise the awareness of the service to local residents offering the opportunity of immediate support and impartial advice to these residents during the latter stages of the Inquiry process and thus also assisting in community engagement in the planning process.   
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