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REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON 8TH MARCH 2004


TITLE: CHURCH OF ENGLAND PROPOSALS FOR ORDSALL


RECOMMENDATIONS :

1 That the city council, as local planning authority, confirms that it has no objection to the draft proposals for the union of parishes in Ordsall and the redundancy of St Ignatius church.

2 That the Diocese should be asked to ensure that transference of the St Clement parsonage to separate management should not be allowed to impact on the architectural unity of the two parts of the building.

3 That the Diocese should be encouraged to find a new use for St Ignatius church.  In the event that no economic use can be found for the existing building, any redevelopment must respect the architectural integrity of the New Barracks and, as a minimum, should retain the tower and façade to St Ignatius Walk.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The Diocese of Manchester is considering draft proposals to unite two existing parishes in the Ordsall area and to declare one of the two churches redundant.  The formal merger of the two parishes appears to be a practical step that confirms recent practice.  The church building to be retained is a listed building.  The building to be made redundant, although not listed, is an important local landmark.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

Letter from the Diocese of Manchester.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: None

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: N/A

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED : No

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER: Barry Whitmarsh  793 3645


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Ordsall


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:


Unitary Development Plan: The City’s Heritage


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1          PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 The Diocese of Manchester is considering draft proposals to unite two existing parishes in the Ordsall area and to declare one of the two churches redundant.

1.2 The Diocese is required to ascertain the views of all interested parties before making a decision and has sought the written views of the local planning authority.

2
BACKGROUND
2.2 There are currently two Church of England parishes covering the Ordsall area: the parish of St Clement and the parish of St Ignatius and Stowell Memorial.  

2.3 St Clement parish church, and its attached parsonage house, situated on the north side of Ordsall Park, is a Grade II listed building.  St Ignatius parish church, although not listed, is an attractive Edwardian building that makes a significant contribution to the character and amenity of the New Barracks estate.  The parsonage house of St Clement and St Ignatius is a modern house, separate from the church.

2.4 The congregations of the two parishes have been falling for many years.  A single minister has served both parishes in recent years and no services have been held in St Ignatius for some time.  The St Ignatius building is now in disrepair, requiring extensive investment.

2.5 The present incumbent occupies the parsonage house of St Clement and St Ignatius, with the parsonage house of St Clements rented to a local family.

3
PROPOSALS

3.1 It is proposed that two parishes be united to create a new parish, which shall be named the parish of Ordsall and Salford Quays.

3.2 St Clement church would be retained as the parish church.

3.3 St Ignatius church would be declared redundant.

3.4 The parsonage house of St Clement and St Ignatius would be the place of residence of the incumbent of the new benefice.  The parsonage house of St Clement would be transferred to the Diocesan Board of Finance, to be held for diocesan purposes.

4 OBSERVATIONS
4.1 The formal merger of the two parishes appears to be a practical step that confirms recent practice.

4.2 Adoption of St Clements as the parish church will help protect this listed building.  However, the church remains very large for the current congregation and its long-term future may still be in doubt.  It is also important that transference of the parsonage to separate management should not be allowed to impact on the architectural unity of the two parts of the building.

4.3 I see no objection in principle to St Ignatius church being declared redundant.  However, the building is an important local landmark and an attractive part of the streetscene.  If possible, a new use for the building should be found.  In the event that no economic use can be found for the existing building, any redevelopment must respect the architectural integrity of the New Barracks and, as a minimum, should retain the tower and façade to St Ignatius Walk.

4.4 Consultants have already been appointed to consider the feasibility of finding a new use for the building.  It is hoped that the development framework for Ordsall as a whole, currently being prepared by BPTW architects, can also help identify appropriate uses.

5
CONCLUSIONS

5.1 I recommend that the city council, as local planning authority, should confirm that it has no objection to the draft proposals.

5.2 The Diocese should be asked to ensure that transference of the St Clement parsonage to separate management should not be allowed to impact on the architectural unity of the two parts of the building.
5.3 The Diocese should be encouraged to find a new use for St Ignatius church.  In the event that no economic use can be found for the existing building, any redevelopment must respect the architectural integrity of the New Barracks and, as a minimum, should retain the tower and façade to St Ignatius Walk.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services
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