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(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON THE 9th FEBRUARY 2004 


TITLE : BLACKFRIARS ROAD / SILK STREET- TRAFFIC SIGNAL REPLACEMENT, BLACKFRIARS. 


RECOMMENDATIONS : That approval is given to accept the lowest or most suitable tender for the works as verbally reported to the meeting. 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :  The purpose of the report is to provide details of tenders returned for the works to Blackfriars Rd / Silk St – Traffic Signal Replacement and ensure a prompt and efficient start to the scheme in March 2004


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
Report to Lead Members for Development Services and Corporate Services – Approval of Capital Programme 12th May 2003.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: LOW

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS; Transport Capital Programme (Block 3)

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED; Not Received

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED; D. McAllister

	


CONTACT OFFICER : John Goodland x3853


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S); Blackfriars


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES; Safer Salford / Stronger Communities


1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 Blackfriars Road (A6041) and Silk Street (A5066) are principal roads in Salford close to Manchester City Centre.  A number of improvements have been identified for the benefit of both pedestrian and vehicle users. These are as follows:

a) Resurfacing of the carriageway at the junctions with Blackfriars Road / Silk Street / St Simon Street.

b) Refurbishment of the footways in bituminous material at the junctions with Blackfriars Road / Silk Street / St Simon Street.

c) Replacement of the kerbs at the junctions with Blackfriars Road / Silk Street / St Simon Street.

d) Refurbishment of the drainage system at the junctions with Blackfriars Road / Silk Street / St Simon Street.

e) Refurbishment and introduction of pedestrian facilities to the traffic signals at the junction with Blackfriars Road / Silk Street / St Simon Street.

f) Removal of the traffic island on Silk Street near Blackfriars Road.

1.2
It has been identified from Best Value Performance Indicators that improvements to pedestrian facilities are required at certain junctions.

1.3  Item e) (refurbishment and introduction of pedestrian facilities to the traffic signals at the junction with Blackfriars Road / Silk Street / St Simon Street) will be part funded by GMUTC as part of their programme for the renewal of outdated traffic signal equipment.  

1.4  A specialist contractor employed directly by GMUTC will undertake the cabling element and associated traffic signal works. 

2.0 DETAILS

2.1 The works at the junction of Blackfriars Road Silk Street and St Simon Street involve the following operations:

a) Resurfacing of Blackfriars Road for a distance of up to 50m either side of the junction with Silk Street

b) Resurfacing Silk Street for a distance of 40m from Blackfriars Road.

c) Resurfacing St Simon Street for a distance of 25m from Blackfriars Road

d) Resurfacing the footways at the junction adjacent to areas of carriageway resurfacing using bituminous materials with tactile paving at the pedestrian crossing positions.

e) Full pedestrian crossing facilities with Puffin controls at each of the four arms of the junction.

f) Lining and signing work associated with the new layout.

2.2 Tenders were invited from the following companies:

· City Highways

· Cooney

· DCT Civil Eng Ltd

· G Cox & Sons Ltd

· Hanson Construction

· Kennedy Asphalt

2.3 Tenders are due to be returned on the 2nd February 2004 and will be assessed prior to verbally reporting the values at the meeting.

3.0  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

3.1 The scheme is funded from Block 3 - Transport Capital Programme for 2003 / 04.

3.2 The estimated capital cost of the scheme is:

Works

£ 123,248.00

GMUTC
£   39,237.19

Sub total
£ 162,485.19

Fees

£   20,094.94    


£ 182,580.13

An allocation of £30,000 from GMUTC refurbishment budget is to be provided.

4.0 CONCLUSIONS

4.1 Implementation of the scheme will improve safety for all road users by maintaining the road network. In addition, the introduction of improved pedestrian facilities should assist with improvements to Best Value Performance Indicator figures.
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