PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
ITEM NO.



REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON 9TH FEBRUARY 2004


TITLE :  
RAILTRACK INCURSION WORKS – BROUGHTON ROAD (PENDLETON), ALBION WAY (ORDSALL), AND VICARAGE GROVE (ECCLES)


RECOMMENDATIONS :  That authority be given to accept the lowest or most suitable quotation to install safety barriers at Broughton Lane, Albion Way and Vicarage Grove.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :  The purpose of this report is to seek authority to accept the lowest or most suitable quotation to install safety barriers at Broughton Lane/Albion Way and Vicarage Grove to prevent road vehicles crashing onto the railtrack.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)

Report to the Lead Member for Development Services on 13th May, 2003.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  Low.



THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:  Block 3 Transport Capital Programme.



LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  Not received.



FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  D McAllister



CONTACT OFFICER :  J D Pedder – Ext: 3868


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  Pendleton, Ordsall, Eccles.


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf): Safety Salford, Stronger Communities.

Updated : 19/07/2002

1.0 BACKGROUND
1.1
It will be recalled that a high profile incident occurred at Selby in February 2001 where a vehicle left the carriageway and careered onto the railway causing a serious accident involving fatalities.

1.2
Since that incident several reports have been published by the Department for Transport and the Health and Safety Executive which advise Highway Authorities to carry out risk assessments of all sites where the public highway crosses or is adjacent to a railway line.

1.3
A survey has been undertaken of 39 no. Salford City Council bridges in accordance with the Department of Transport ‘Road Vehicle Incursion Risk Ranking (Version 9)’.  This highlighted that 10 no. structures scored above 70 which indicates that improvements should be considered.  (A score of 100 is classed as significant.)  A further 8 no. scored between 65 and 69 where further consideration should be given.


The scoring system is not intended to identify the precautions required.

1.4
Initially 6 sites have been identified for improvements.  The options considered included the erection of either open box beam safety barriers, metal parapets, containment kerbs or a combination of both.  Surveys at each location including trial holes have revealed restrictions due to land ownership, footway width and statutory undertakers plant.

1.5
The most cost effective option which can achieve an early commencement of this essential safety work is to erect an open box beam safety barrier at 3 locations, Broughton Road, Pendleton;  Albion Way, Ordsall, and Vicarage Grove, Eccles.  At the other 3 sites further investigation is required.

2.0 DETAILS
2.1
Each site has been considered on its merits and the proposals comprise the erection of open box beam safety barriers as follows:

(i) Broughton Road – 18 m length north east of bridge behind rear of footway.

(ii) Albion Way – 23m length required at rear of footway on south east approach at Cross Lane bridge.

(iii) Vicarage Grove – 169m length required at top of embankment parallel to Vicarage Grove between Vernon Grove and Church Street.

At Broughton Road further safety works should be considered on the western approach but these will involve either land acquisition or alterations to the highway layout which would delay the current works.

2.2
At each site it is proposed to paint the safety barrier to enhance its appearance.

2.3
Quotations have been invited from the following specialist contractors registered with the Fencing Contractors Association:


1.
Protek Fencing Ltd., Leeds


£41,007.20


2.
Joe Roocroft & Sons Ltd., Preston

£36,742.07


3.
Ambec Fencing, Chorley


£17,522.24


4.
Termstall Ltd., Manchester


             -


5.
H.W. Martin Limited, Alfreton


             -


One contractor, Termstall Limited, failed to return the quotation and another H.W. Martin, displayed their company logo on the sealed quotation envelope and were disqualified.

2.4
It is recommended therefore that the tender submitted by Ambec Fencing in the sum of £17,522.24 be accepted.

3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
3.1
The cost of the scheme is as follows:-


Works



£17,522.24


Fees                             
  £3,617.46


Total



£21,139.70
3.2
A fuller breakdown is shown on the Tender Approval Pro-Forms which is attached to this report.

3.3 The scheme will be funded from the Block 3, Transport Capital Programme for    2003-04.

4.0 CONCLUSION
4.1
The scheme will improve safety and reduce the risk of Railtrack incursions in accordance with the Department of Transport recommendations.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services
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