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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON 9TH FEBRUARY 2004


TITLE :

KNOWLEDGE CAPITAL TRANSPORTATION STUDY


RECOMMENDATIONS :
It is recommended that the Lead Member approve the contribution of upto £25,000 towards the funding of the Knowledge Capital Transportation Study.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :
The North West Development Agency have agreed to make available up to £25,000 to fund a transportation study of the Chapel Street area.  Salford City Council is also in discussion with Manchester City Council and specialist consultants with regard to possible future transport provision in relation to the development of the “Knowledge Capital” concept within the central city region.   The City Council should be advised to support the Knowledge Capital Transportation Study, in order to ensure that the Council is well informed of its best interests with regard to any potential transportation opportunities that might present themselves, during the process of developing the “Knowledge Capital” Strategy and other regeneration initiatives in the local area.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
None.

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK

Minimum risk.

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
Grant from the North West Development Agency.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED :
Terry McGuinness

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Dave McAllister

	


CONTACT OFFICER :
Darren Findley 
Tel No:

0161 793 3849 


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):   Blackfriars and Broughton


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:    Chapel Street Regeneration Strategy, Regional Centre & Knowledge Capital, Local Transport Plan, Unitary Development Plan.


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)


Background:
1.
Lead Member will be aware of a number of initiatives within the Chapel Street area of the city many of which have the potential to improve the transportation network.  This report will consider these initiatives and look at ways in which they can be brought together in such a way so as to maximise their  combined outputs.


Current Initiatives:

2.
GMPTE is soon to pilot a new approach to public transport provision, whereby the focus of transport provision is informed by the accessibility of essential facilities, e.g. accessibility planning to identify and improve journey times by public transport to the nearest shopping centre.  In view of the regeneration aspirations of the City Council, GMPTE are minded to incorporate the Central Salford area as part of this pilot.

3.
The Manchester / Salford Inner Relief Route is nearing completion, and linked to this the Chapel Street Regeneration Team is currently considering options for radical traffic management changes and pedestrian priority along Chapel Street between New Bailey Street and Blackfriars Street, as well as possible improvements and redevelopment between Oldfield Road and Trinity Way, in the vicinity of the Cathedral.

4.
Other initiatives also being pursued include:  major improvement plans for both Salford Crescent and Salford Central Rail Stations; possible development opportunities on the former Exchange Station site; the Leigh / Salford / Manchester Quality Bus Corridor (the services of which would travel along Chapel Street); and the future reopening of the Manchester / Bolton / Bury Canal (the tow path of which would also hopefully be suitable to become a new Sustrans route and part of the National Cycle Route Network.

Knowledge Capital:

5.
Manchester and Salford City Councils are jointly undertaking a study into the future needs of the Regional Centre, with a view to preparing the necessary environment and underlying infrastructure that will be essential if we are to attract and encourage significant growth in the rapidly expanding information and knowledge based businesses.  The aim of this work is to put the Regional Centre on a competitive footing with other leading-edge international cities.  This work is known as the “Knowledge Capital” study and part of its remit is to look at how possible future transport systems and initiatives might best contribute towards this objective.

6.
Overall, The Knowledge Capital concept seeks to capture and harness the opportunity that globalisation presents to create a new type of UK based on the booming knowledge economy.  To become a Knowledge Capital, cities must have world class higher education provision; knowledge and skills in the local workforce; innovation and creativity; diversity; bold city leadership and the ability to channel and communicate knowledge effectively.

7.
It is anticipated that “Knowledge Capital” status can be brought to the Regional Centre the benefits that it will bring with it will include 100,000 new jobs (within the north-west), with a particular focus on high technology, creative and service sector industries.  In turn, it is further anticipated, that these will bring significant benefits to local communities thereby delivering the Government’s dual national goals of economic prosperity and social equality.

Transportation Study:

8.
As part of this work Manchester have defined an area known as the “Arc of Opportunity” which stretches from the University of Salford in the west to Piccadilly Rail Station in the east and the Higher Education Institutions campus in the south.  Within this area Manchester are now seeking to develop a visionary transport strategy based around the Oxford Road Corridor.  (For the basis of this work the corridor is defined as the linear route between St Peter’s Square and Fallowfield / Rusholme coupled with the critical east-west linkages between the Corridor and key nodes such as Piccadilly Rail Station.

9.
Following a successful tender exercise, Manchester recently appointed Terry Farrell and Partners to carry out this study on their behalf.  Their proposal aims to address three issues, namely it proposes:

· A rigorous analysis of the potential transport demands that will be placed upon the Arc of Opportunity having regard, in particular, to the anticipated impact of Project Unity.

· An evaluation of the role of existing and planned transport infrastructure and provision in meeting demand.

· Identification of gaps and weaknesses and any other relevant capacity and constraint issues.

10.
From the initial scoping workshops that have been attended by Salford, it is apparent that added value would be gained from the study were the A6 corridor within Salford to be included.  Coincidentally, the North West Development Agency has offered to provide up to £25,000 towards the cost of undertaking a local transportation study of Chapel Street and its surrounding area as part of the Central Salford initiative.  However, in light of the above, rather than spend this money in isolation, it may be more appropriate to use it as a contribution towards the Knowledge Capital Study.  The benefit of this would be to ensure that the City Council would be kept well informed of potential developments and would thus be in the best position to influence (and take advantage of) developing transportation opportunities throughout the Regional Centre.

11.
The Lead Member is recommended, therefore, to approve the contribution of upto £25,000 towards the funding of the Knowledge Capital Transportation Study.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services
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