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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


TO THE LEAD MEMBER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

ON 12th JULY 2004


TITLE :  THE LOCAL ROADS IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME.


RECOMMENDATIONS :  That Lead Member approve the attached programme for implementation.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :  This report contains details of the results of the consultation programme for the above.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :  Lead Member Report 24th April 2004.

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK :  The quality of the highways across the City features highly within the quality of life survey.  Failure to improve their condition will inhibit our ability to improve upon our current CPA rating.


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:  Highways Capital and Revenue Budgets.

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  N/A.


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  N/A.


CONTACT OFFICER:

Steven Lee (Head of Engineering and Highways)





Ext 3800.


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All Wards.


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Local Transport Plan / Unitary Development Plan.


1.0. Detail

1.1. Lead Member will recall an earlier meeting where the consultation programme for the attached was discussed.  Since then the programme has been circulated to all ward members and community committee chairs, and it has also been sent to all libraries within Salford.  In each instance suitable contact details have also been circulated.

1.2. Discussions are also underway as to how best to post the programme on the web site and it is anticipated that these will shortly be resolved.  Lead Member will also be aware that work is on going which will enable a plan showing the current condition of Salford’s highways to be prepared in order that stakeholders will have a greater spatial awareness of the programme and why particular streets have been selected.  (In an attempt to raise awareness of the particular streets that were selected in this years programme a second schedule has also been circulated explaining why the streets appear within the programme.)

1.3. Although it is felt that is an improvement on previous years, it is recognised that there is still some way to go before full community engagement can be claimed, and for this reason, whereas Lead Member approval is being sought to enable works to commence, the consultation will continue throughout the remainder of the year.  Lead Member should also note that in order to minimise difficulties with programme delivery it is also anticipated that consultation for next years programme will begin around Christmas time and that where possible will adopt the corporate guidelines currently being formulated.

1.4. The following table gives details of those comments that have so far been received:

	Comment
	Response

	Cllr Bernard Lea suggests that Broomhall Drive should in fact be Broomhall Road.
	Cllr Lea is correct.

	Cllr Howard asked for details to be posted as she had technical difficulties with the attachments.
	Details were posted and there have been no further comments.

	Cllr Sheehy requested that both Fox Street and Cavendish Road be added to the programme.
	I will arrange for Fox Street to be inspected as I am aware that, although a back street, this does form an important route into Eccles centre,  which is well used by the disabled.

Cavendish Road has been inspected and until the completion of the building works within the area it is not felt that inclusion in the programme can be justified.  In the meantime minor patching has taken place.

	Ex Cllr Boyd supports the inclusion of Lime and Larch Avenues and also Clovelly Road as over the years he has received a number of residents' concerns.

On lighting, however, he questions the inclusion of Elm Crescent but makes no suggestions as to what should replace it.

Finally, he raised some general road safety concerns not associated with the programme.
	All the schemes within the programme were determined through need.  Without knowing which other roads Cllr Boyd had in mind it is difficult to judge if his concerns are valid.

The road safety concerns have been reported to the Accident Investigation and Prevention team. 


	Ex Cllr Payne pointed out that Hill Top Road, Walkden was part of the 2003/04 programme and that even though it has not been done it is now on the reserve programme.
	City Highways did the footways last year and unfortunately, whilst this work was being carried out, they discovered that a number of gulleys were not connected up to the main surface water sewer.  Consequently, we intend to check all the connections and make them up as required.  Once this work has been completed (which will of course involve digging down through the carriageway surface) we will be in a position to carry out the resurfacing.  This means that Hill Top Road must remain in the reserve programme but, in light of the above, it is anticipated that resurfacing will be carried out next year.

	Mr Mike Smith, Chair of Kersal, Pendleton & Charlestown Community Committee, raised questions over how the money was distributed City wide and asked if the plan would be updated to recognise the new ward boundaries / service delivery areas.
	The monies available are distributed according to need and there is no bias to any of the wards.  The fact that they are distributed in this way means that the administrative boundaries are irrelevant in terms of the works being proposed and consequently there is no need to update the current report (which did intend to reflect the boundary changes anyway).  However, next years report will reflect any boundary changes that are forthcoming.

	Mr J Swift of 18 Langley Road requested that the works on Langley Road should extend a further five houses beyond Regatta Street (towards Whit Lane).
	This will be considered but it will depend on the condition of the road at that point.


2.0. Recommendations
2.1. That the attached programme (including any amendments required by the consultation exercise) be approved and that further consultation be authorised throughout the year.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services

