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REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON 13th APRIL 2004


TITLE : TREES ON BRERETON DRIVE FOOTWAY RECONSTRUCTION SCHEME, WORSLEY


RECOMMENDATIONS : That approval be given to carry out felling and replacing of 4 no. trees and crown pruning on 6 trees on Brereton Drive, Worsley.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : The purpose of the report is to seek authority to carry out felling and replacing of 4 no. trees and crown pruning on 6 trees on Brereton Drive, Worsley.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : (Available for public inspection) Report of the Lead Member of Development Services on 13th May 2003


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: The Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2003/2004 

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: T. McGuiness 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: D. McAllister

	


CONTACT OFFICER : J.D. Pedder Ext 3868


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) Worsley & Boothstown


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES Community Safety


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

Updated : 19/07/2002

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 At the meeting of the Lead Member on 13th May 2003, approval was given to the Highway Structural Maintenance Transport Capital Programme which included £500,000 to be allocated towards the reconstruction of footways in order to tackle the growing problem of trip / accident claims against the City Council.

1.2 At the meeting of the Lead Member on 10th November 2003, approval was given for the acceptance of tenders by two contractors; Bethell Construction Ltd and City Highways to carry out the footway reconstruction works

1.3 One of the streets on which the footways were to be reconstructed by City Highways is Brereton Drive, Worsley. Brereton Drive is a 75m long cul-de-sac serving a number of detached and semi detached properties. Situated in the footpath close to the kerb stand 10 deciduous trees whose expanding roots have, over the years, displaced many  kerbs and paving flags. In some areas the paving flags have been replaced with tarmac which in many instances has been lifted and cracked, also becoming a trip hazard.

1.4 When the existing kerbstones were removed on Brereton Drive, the City Council’s Arboriculturalist deemed that damage to the roots of the trees had caused the trees to become unstable and their safety could no longer be guaranteed and subsequently that they should be removed.

1.5 An independent Arboricultural Consultant  (Roy Finch Associates Ltd) was commissioned to provide a second opinion on the trees and has, following a site meeting with officers from the City Council, provided a report recommending alternative courses of action.

2.0 DETAILS  

2.1
The report concludes that one of the following courses of action should be carried out:

Option A

a) No action on 2 of the trees.

b) 1 tree to be felled due to the detection of extensive butt rot and the discovery that it is partly hollow.

c) 3 trees to be felled as a result of damage to the roots.

d) 4 trees to be crown pruned. 

Option B
To fell all 10 trees and plant new heavy standard trees in a root containment system in order to preserve the footway integrity. 

2.2
Option B is considered too drastic a measure based on the life expectancy of the remaining trees.

2.3
The trees that are to be felled should be replaced with suitable alternatives. The Landscape Architects Section will advise on appropriate replacements.

2.4
Any replacement trees that are planted are to be done so with a root containment system which will reduce the need to reinstate kerbs and pavements in the future.

2.5
The remaining trees are estimated to have an approximate life between 10 and 75 years but should be monitored for future movement. These trees will be monitored for stability during or following strong gale force or gusting winds for at least 5 years.

2.6 
The tree planting season is from 31st October  to 31st March therefore it has been advised that the replacement planting is carried out in the autumn.

3.0 
RECOMMENDATIONS
3.1
(i)
It is recommended that the 4 damaged trees are felled immediately and the  

roots grubbed up

(ii)
4 no. new tree pits are excavated and backfilled with topsoil until the replanting can take place in autumn

(iii)
The remainder of the footway works are carefully completed as soon as  possible avoiding any further damage to remaining trees.

4.0
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
4.1
Negotiations will be entered into with the Contractor, who will be responsible for paying all or part of the following:

a) Felling of trees and grubbing up of roots (3 no. trees).

b) Replacement trees and root containment system.

4.2
The cost for the following will be funded from the Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2003/2004 at an estimated cost of £700:

a) Felling, grubbing up roots and new tree to replace tree affected with extensive butt rot.

b) Crown pruning 4 no. trees.

5.0
CONCLUSION
5.1
The work will improve safety and reduce the risk of a tree falling on pedestrians and property. 

Malcolm Sykes 

Director of Development Services
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