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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


ON 16th FEBRUARY 2004


TITLE :
PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES - OAKLANDS ROAD/SOUTH RADFORD STREET AREA, KERSAL. 


RECOMMENDATIONS :
IT IS RECOMMENDED TO INTRODUCE TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES IN OAKLANDS ROAD/SOUTH RADFORD STREET AREA, KERSAL.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : CONSULTATION WITH WARD COUNCILLORS, RESIDENTS AND EMERGENCY SERVICES HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. THE REPORT SEEKS APPROVAL TO THE INTRODUCTION OF TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES IN OAKLANDS ROAD/SOUTH RADFORD STREET AREA, KERSAL.



BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
A REPORT TO PARTICIPANTS OF THE TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UNIT. 

                                                       WORKING FILES IN TRANSPORTATION AND ENGINEERING DESIGN SECTIONS.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
                         LOW

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
             NEW DEAL FOR COMMUNITIES

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
             N/A 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
             N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :
                         SEAN FERNANDO


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):   KERSAL



KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
ASSISTS IN THE DRIVE TOWARDS CASUALTY REDUCTION IN SALFORD


DETAILS:
The report detail the scheme proposal. 

1. Traffic calming measures have been introduced on some roads in the Kersal Estate as part of the environmental improvement works, which was funded via New Deal for Communities. As Phase 2 of these works, it is proposed to introduce traffic calming measures on Oaklands Road, South Radford Street and Kersal Way.   

2. The proposed traffic calming measures consist of the introduction of speed cushions and a chicane on Oaklands Road, the introduction of speed cushions and a road hump on South Radford Street and the installation of a road hump on Kersal Way. It is anticipated that these measures will lead to reduced vehicle speeds and create a safer environment for local residents. The attached plan illustrates the proposed scheme layout. 

3. Consultations have been carried out with local residents in the area regarding the proposed scheme and the results as follows: -

             The number of consultation documents distributed     =  553

             The total number of return slips received                     =  130 

             The number of slips in favour                                       =   96  (74%)     

             The number of slips not in favour                                 =   34  (26%)

4 It should be noted that there are two high rise blocks on Kersal Way. One block contains 80 flats and the other contains 85 flats and it has not been possible to gain access to these flats to deliver consultation documents, the letters for these flats were left at the reception areas, as advised by the caretaker/site agent. Although it is not certain whether residents of every flat picked up the document from the reception areas, some of the return slips indicate that they are from these flats.

5 The residents who were not in favour of the scheme gave following reasons and brief comments have been made against each one:-

· HGV vehicles traversing over the cushions generate vibrations and this may cause damages to their properties – cushions are proposed as HGV’s as well as buses and emergency vehicles can straddle them so that no vibration should occur.
· Traversing over the cushions will damage their vehicles – not if driven over at lower speeds.
· Cushions are obstructions to general traffic – this is not true as they are constructed according to the Road Humps Regulations.
· Speed cushions are ineffective – they are proven to slow down the speed of general traffic.
· More than enough traffic calming features already in the area – this proposal completes the traffic calming in the area.
· Traffic calming measures do nothing to stop joy riders and bikers – traffic calming measures by themselves do not prevent access by stolen vehicles, 'death riders', etc. and such measures are not generally used to address this problem. Police enforcement and community safety strategy, etc. require to  tackle this social problem.
· Traffic calming measures are dangerous – not if constructed properly.
· Speed cushions distract motorists – not proven, also motorists should be travelling at lower speeds.
· Installation of traffic calming features will create parking problems – generally residents tend to park their vehicles at the frontage or at the side of their properties. If there is a speed cushion where they park then they may have to park away from the cushion. The length of the speed cushion do not exceed 3.5m and therefore, this should not have a detrimental impact on current parking levels.  
· Estate roads are not 'rat-runs' – this may be true, but other residents are concerned about vehicles driven in the estate at  inappropriate speeds.
· Children throw stones at vehicles while lowering the speed to traverse over the cushions – this would be true at any location where vehicles have to slow down ie. At a junction or on a bend.
· There is no speeding issue on estate roads – other residents have expressed concern over the speed of vehicles using the estate roads.
6 The majority (74%) of those residents that responded to the questionnaire are in favour of the scheme. The reasons given against the scheme are considered to be individuals' personal views and would normally be expected from this kind of a consultation. These comments should be assessed against the benefits that can be achieved from the proposed scheme, such as reduced vehicle speeds, hence creating a safer environment for local residents.

7 Due to the tight time scale to progress this scheme on site, a report detailing the scheme proposal and results of the consultation with residents have been forwarded to all participants of the Traffic Management Unit requesting their comments. 

8 Fire Brigade have raised some concerns regarding the traffic calming features on Oaklands Road as this road has been identified as one of their strategic routes.   However, following a meeting with Fire Officers, it has been agreed to make minor amendments to the original layout of the scheme proposal, which was  consulted with residents.  These amendments include the following: -

· placing cushions instead of a chicane on Oaklands Road, 25 meters south of Matisse Way; and 

· placing cushions instead of road humps at two locations on South Radford Street.

These amendments would facilitate the movements of Fire Appliances through the area.   

9 It should be said that there are strict guidelines set down by the Department for Transport (DfT) regarding the installation of traffic calming features on residential streets. These guidelines have been set up following extensive research works carried out by Transport Research Laboratory (TRL). The City Council will make every effort to adhere to those guidelines, resulting in a scheme that maintains low vehicle speeds in the area. 

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services
