

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

ON 17th May 2004
TITLE: Programme of Improvement Works to Community Centres – Proposed Additional Funding to Facilitate Improvements to Access for the Disabled


RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That a contribution of £70,000 be made from the Disability Access Allocation within the “Windfall” Receipt towards the cost of improvements to four community centres.

2. That the contribution be used to fund all the improvements to the Wardley Community Centre.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  Approval is sought to make a contribution of £70,000 towards the cost of undertaking improvement work to four community centres to enable, at the same time, improvements to be undertaken to access for the disabled.  


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  None

ASSESSMENT RISK:  LOW


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:  The Disability Access Allocation within the “Windfall” Receipt


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  N/A


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  Yes, from J. Hamson


CONTACT OFFICER: Mr John Dooley
      0161 793 3650 

                                    (Property & Development)







WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): 
Worsley & Boothstown, Walkden South and Swinton North.


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Procurement Strategy


DETAILS:

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1
In conjunction with the Community and Social Services Directorate a series of improvements is being made to a number of Community Centres, using a combination of NOF Capital Funding and Social Services’ Revenue Contribution to Capital . The original works comprise re-wiring, fire precaution works, general refurbishment as well as basic disability access works. 

2.0 PROPOSALS

2.1
It is proposed to increase this funding to enable the incorporation of additional Disability Access Works, as recommended by the Council’s Access Officer.  This would be a more economic solution than carrying out the work separately.  It is therefore recommended that an additional £70,000 is provided from the Disability Access Allocation within the “Windfall” Receipt.

2.2 
If this recommendation is approved, the proposed list of Community Centre Projects will be as set out below where costs include full disability access works: 


	Beesley Green CC
	Works completed (cost £60,000) 


	Guildhall CC
	Works in progress (cost £112,000) 



	Boothstown CC
	Main tender plus additional works (total cost £113,000)



	Wardley CC
	Estimated Cost £70,000

	Total
	£355,000


3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

3.1
The Community and Social Services Directorate has taken the view that the works should include the full recommended disability access works, if necessary at the expense of one of the projects.  Therefore, if the additional funding of £70,000 is not approved they would not proceed with the Wardley Community Centre project. The proposed revised schedule of available funding for the improvement programme is as set out below:

	NOF Capital

	£185,000

	Social Services Revenue Contribution [various sources]
	£100,000 

	Disability Access Allocation
	£70,000

	Total Funding
	£355,000


3.2
Because the improvements to the four community centres are at different stages of implementation (work at Beesley Green Community Centre, for example, is now complete) it is proposed that the £70,000 from the Disability Access Allocation be used to fund all of the improvements at the Wardley Community Centre.

4.0 CONCLUSIONS

4.1
Acceptance of the recommendation will allow the proposed full programme of works to Community Centres to proceed. 
MALCOLM SYKES

Director of Development Services

______________________________________________________________
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