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April foreword

There’s plenty more .  

Cllr Antrobus to draft foreword


News

Peel announce massive plans for Salford

Peel Holdings have announced dramatic and long-awaited plans for a racecourse and for a port development in the city. You’ll have probably seen jockey Willie Carson endorsing the principle of the racecourse scheme on local TV in the last week or so. Peel have announced their intention to lodge a planning application next month. Their plans have been amended since a similar application was made last year. 

Their plans for a port at Barton would see a modern-day Salford docks for container ships established next to road, rail and air transport links next to the Ship Canal. A planning application for this development on the 200-acre site has now been received. Peel say they aim to bring larger ships to the heart of the region and approximately 300,000 containers a year would be handled at Port Salford, with around 50,000 arriving by ship.

Reds sign land deal

Salford City Council have signed a ground-breaking deal with Salford Reds that gives the Super League club first call on their proposed stadium site at Barton.

Councillors have agreed to lease land at Salteye to the club - earmarked by Reds in an outline planning application for an ambitious all-seater stadium -  as well as nearby land at Brookhouse Drive Peel Green needed for road access.

The deal means the company set up to progress the stadium development, Red City Developments, get first chance to take up a 125-year lease on the council-owned land, as well as land owned by United Utilities.

They want the site for a bus interchange, shops, hotel and casino, office and retail development to help fund their stadium proposal. The two-year agreement with the city council shuts out rival developers who might want to develop the same site.

In that time, Red City Developments will need to obtain planning permission, obtain appropriate finance and pre-lets from would-be retail tenants, confirm closure orders on footpaths and highways needed for the development and agree terms with United Utilities on their land.

Property giants Peel Holdings have also drawn up ambitious plans for the site, including a freight terminal and associated commercial development.

Explained city council leader Councillor John Merry: "We want the best for the city and for the Reds, and we believe this is a practical way we can help them achieve that. This agreement should help them make significant progress with the complex process they currently face to make their proposals a reality. 

"I believe that the Reds stadium is an iconic and dramatic statement, and really hope that we can bring both this and the Port Salford proposals to fruition. This is a clear sign that we feel very positive about the Salford Reds proposals for the stadium.

"From our point of view, the best outcome of all would be for Peel to help Reds get their stadium."

Further checks on Swinton sewage treatment works

Development services chiefs have written to Swinton residents warning them of the need for soil tests for contamination in their gardens.

Residents whose properties border the former Swinton sewage treatment works have received letters advising them that new studies confirm the site of the former works is contaminated – and land nearby needs to be checked, too. Soil contamination experts have produced a report for the city council, while United Utilities have also carried out similar work on the land they own.

Generally the risk to public health is minimal, but the city council has undertaken to keep residents fully informed.

Loo opens for business in Eccles town centre

Eccles public transport users no longer risk getting caught short in the town centre with the opening of the long-awaited new toilet facility near Eccles Interchange!

After a number of delays in getting the new ‘superloo’ unit connected and operational, the facility has finally opened its doors. 

The new toilet, manufactured by Adshel, features automated doors and a self-cleaning mechanism to keep the floor and toilet seat in a hygienic condition. There are braille instructions and icons provided and the unit is easily accessible to wheelchair users and those with pushchairs. Nappy changing facilities are also provided. 

The Authority has contributed £60,000 toward the installation and first two years running costs of the facility. Adshel will provide maintenance and will continue their contract after this time with advertising-linked funding from Salford City Council.

Lights to brighten up Trinity Way

As part of the public art lighting strategy for the Chapel Street Regeneration Area, an artist has been commissioned to design two light sculptures on Trinity Way, near the railway viaduct crossing Irwell Street.  Outline designs by Tyneside artist Simon Watkinson have been approved by the city council, and now he's been commissioned to progress the detailed design and construction of the sculptures.

Look after your land!

Council chiefs have warned landowners in the city to care for their land and property after a Salford court handed out a hefty fine.

The city council took action last month against a landowner who failed to keep his property up to scratch.

A hearing at Salford Magistrates Court heard how Derek Johnson of Worsley property development company, Turris Ltd, had failed to maintain a plot of land to the rear of Lakeside Avenue, Walkden. The site had been left undeveloped for many years and was in a poor condition.

The court was told that under legislation for the proper maintenance of land the condition of the site was adversely affecting the amenity of the neighbourhood. It was considered that the site, which is near to the popular Blackleach Country Park, is an eyesore.

The company was fined £650 and was ordered to pay costs of £370. 

Councillor Derek Antrobus, lead member for development services, said the fine was a clear indication that landowners have an obligation to maintain their land to an acceptable standard.  

He said: “Salford City Council will continue to prosecute whenever it considers that an area is being negatively affected by the condition of land. Landowners should be aware that they have a responsibility to maintain their land and to consider the effect of their actions on adjoining areas. We can provide information to landowners about their legal responsibilities, and will give them advice wherever we can. But we are also determined to take legal action against those who fail to do fulfil their responsibilities.”

Leavers and starters in development services

Leavers

Owen Stevens
Senior Geologist

07.05.04

Steven Woods
Road Worker


02.04.04

New starters

Edith Daniels 
School crossing patrol
15.03.04

Leigh Shaw

Graphic Designer

17.03.04

Ashraf Bader

School crossing patrol
01.04.04

Maureen Hefferon
Temp Clerical Assistant
01.04.04
· Got a story idea for the newsletter?
Items for inclusion should be emailed to ian.andrew@salford.gov.uk or faxed to communications and public relations on 793 3234. Call Ian Andrew on 793 3157 for more details.
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Councillor Derek Antrobus


Lead member for development services
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