Note for Lead Member Briefing

Red  Rose Forest Partnership

Representation

No Member representative from Salford. ( nor from Bolton, Wigan, Manchester !) 

Apologies given.

Core Budget

Red Rose Expenditure within budget for 2003/04.

3% increase anticipated from all local authorities for 2004 /05

Red Rose Trust

Note bid for £1million being made by Red Rose Team under NOF / Sports Lottery. This will be have an emphasis on leisure and health and likely to  coincide with Newlands initiatives. This could mean further benefits for Lower Irwell Valley.

Green Streets

Progress report noted the linkages being made between GreenStreets in Salford and Housing Market Renewal .

Note: A Green Streets coordinator ( Ben Greenaway) has been appointed for Salford, managed through the Red Rose Forest Project. 

Note: there is to be a high profile National Conference on Green Streets at the Lowry center on 11th June. To be chaired by Chris Baines. Hazel Blears  will be Key Note Speaker.

Newlands

There was a general update for Newlands with particular reference to LIVIA and Moston Vale.

Note: The latest Steering Group minutes for LIVIA will be circulated to Lead Member shortly.

Community Forest Succession

Lord Thomas has had letter received from Alun Michael, MP, DEFRA Minister, agreeing to find additional funding to “tide” the community forests over the next 2 years following the loss of funding from Countryside Agency in 2006.

Note: The offer of additional funds is conditional on receiving in principle financial support from local authority partners for the next 10 years. Resolution required to confirm this from each of the Red Rose Forest partners.

Off Road Motorcycling   

Salford has been instrumental in pulling together a partnership of agencies to tackle motorcycling issues at a strategic level. This includes planners, land managers, Police, Probation Service, Youth Offending Teams, Youth Services, Community Education etc  Red Rose Forest has now taken responsibility for this project on behalf of  Geater Manchester.

Note : a Partner  Event is being held on 30th April at City of Manchester Stadium.to bring together partners to develop, through presentations amd workshops, a Brief which will lead to development of Motorcycle Partnership and identification of potential  sites for future Wheeled Activity Centres

Countryside Agency

Interesting presentation about future of Countryside Agency in context of the Haskins Report.

C’side Agency  likely to be slimmed right down  to a policy function .

A more practical Integrated Agency ( made up from English Nature, C’side Agency, Env. Agency, Defra, etc) is likely to be established with a more operational, project funded remit.

Big question is what the scope of the remit of the  Integrated Agency will  have . Particular question about whether it would have any  role in relation to Urban Fringe, or simply have a rural remit.

Note: Consultation Document “ Unlocking the Potential of the Rural Urban Fringe” has been sent to all partners. Resonse required by 30th April. Officers will report on this to Lead Member. Red Rose Forest team will collate responses on behalf of the Partnership. 

Building Knowledge for Climate Change

Fascinating presentation from Prof. John Handlaey about the research programme looking at the Urban and Greenspace Strategies for adapting to climate change. Note threre is an underlying assumption that climate change is happening- the question is how do we adapt to it rather than how do we mitigate it.

Greater Manchester and Lewes are being used as two case studies to demostrate the impacts that Climate Change is already having and to examine a range of responses based around Building Design, Urban Greenspace and Human Comfort.  

The presentation demonstrated the importance that a project such as Community Forests can have :

Note: Prof Handley looking for two officers to attend the Steering Group for this high profile research project. Next meeting is 29th April at 3pm at Mcr University. My view is that it would be very beneficial to have someone involved at strategic level of HMRF. The HMRF is an opportunity to respond to the rapidly emerging threats from Climate Change. Suggest someone else gets involved who can cover Green Space issues. 

Note: The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment is of particular interest for this research project and John Handley would welcome it as a case study.

Future Representation on Partnership

My understanding is that Councillor Wallsworth is stepping down from RRF Partnership.

I presume Councillor Mrs Morris will continue ?

Note: A second Member representative will now be required.

Note: Red Rose Forest Team have a gift for Cllr Wallsworth to commemorate his long service to the Partnership. An appropriate occasion to present it to him is needed.

