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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

                                                 On Monday, the 26th January, 2004.


TITLE :  APPOINTMENT OF CERTIFICATED BAILIFFS – DECRIMINALISED PARKING ENFORCEMENT


RECOMMENDATIONS : That two companies, namely, Drakes Group Ltd. and Jacobs Certificated Bailiffs be appointed as bailiffs for the collection of unpaid Penalty Charge Notices resulting from Decriminalised Parking Enforcement. Contracts to provide the service will be for a period of three years extendable for a further twelve months by mutual agreement.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : It was agreed by Lead Member on the 1st December, 2003, that a number of bailiff companies previously short listed as being suitable to provide a debt recovery service would be interviewed by Council Officers with a view to offering contracts to two of those companies. These interviews have now taken place and two companies have been selected to provide the service.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :  Lead Member report dated 1st December, 2003 and record of 

(Available for public inspection)    decision.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  Financial - Whilst there is no cost to the Council for the service provided by bailiffs, there is a debt registration fee of £5.00 per debt payable to the Court and chargeable to the debtor. This may not be recovered where debtors cannot be traced, however unexecuted warrants returned from one bailiff company due to difficulties in tracing debtors, will be referred to the other for a second attempt at recovery to be made. 

Health and Safety – Each company is required to provide details of their Health and Safety policy.

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:   Decriminalised Parking Enforcement where required, however, bailiff fees are normally recoverable from the debtor.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:   Yes - Pauline Lewis

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:   Not required. Financial advice previously sought on this issue from Nigel Dickens.

	


CONTACT OFFICER :  William L. Earnshaw, Group Engineer, Parking Services. 0161 793 2158


WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:    All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:   Local Transport Plan.


DETAILS  (Continued overleaf)

1. Background

1.1 Lead Member may recall from a recent report that an advertisement was placed in the Parking Review magazine inviting expressions of interest from companies wishing to provide bailiff services in respect of outstanding Penalty Charge Notices.

1.2  Seven companies were assessed to have the potential to meet the requirements of the Council in relation this type of debt recovery and these companies were invited to make a personal presentation before an interview panel comprised of Council Officers.

1.3  The presentations have now taken place and two companies considered to be suitable to provide the service have been selected. The appointment of two companies is advantageous in that it provides the opportunity to share the workload, promote fair competition and maintain good practice. Unexecuted warrants, returned by one company due to difficulty in tracing a debtor, may also be referred to the other in anticipation that they may be more successful. 

2. Recommendation.

2.1 Following the presentations, it is recommended that the below named companies be offered contracts to provide bailiff services in respect of Decriminalised Parking Enforcement for a three year period, extendable by mutual agreement for a further year:

· Drakes Group Limited. 

· Jacobs Certificated Bailiffs.

                                                     Malcolm Sykes

                                           Director of Development Services.
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