LIVIA (Lower Irwell Valley Improvement Area) - The Lower Irwell Valley Improvement Area is the largest single site to be targeted under the Newlands funding scheme.  Newlands funding has been secured to stimulate radical improvements, creating a valuable local and regional asset through treatment of 205 hectares of land, which has been neglected for many years.  The proposals do depend at this stage on a number of landowners in the area entering into land management agreements with the Forestry Commission, who may agree to take responsibility for the land through long-term lease arrangements.

Site History – Landfill, colliery workings, a former power station, lost manufacturing, a derelict canal and disused sewage works are just part of the site’s legacy.  The site has also suffered in recent years from fly tipping and stolen, abandoned and burnt out vehicles.  Considerable contamination still needs to be removed, despite considerable progress on some of the worst sites.  For example, a large tar pond has been decontaminated removing a major hazard and a number of traditional environmental improvements have been carried out including footpath works, landscaping of the former sewage treatment works and others.  

Despite these problems the site has many outstanding assets.  It has considerable existing tree cover and many landscape features.  These include fabulous views across and along the Irwell valley including significant long distance views to the Pennine Hills in the northeast and over the Manchester conurbation to the east.  The site links well into other green sites along the valley, several key strategic routes including the Manchester, Bolton and Bury canal and the Sustrans National Cycle route.  It could also form the central hub of proposals for the regional park concept, stretching into central Salford and the regional centre it would provide valuable open space elements to support major urban regeneration programmes, many of which are well advanced in terms of securing funding. 

Proposals – Newlands funding will secure a five-year programme of capital works of around £3m and, with a maintenance dowry of approximately £2m for an additional 15 years, it will also address one of the major failings of previous capital investment schemes, the lack of revenue budgets for on-going maintenance and management issues.  It is hoped that Newlands will facilitate at least the following: -

· Major improvements to contaminated, derelict and underutilised land;

· Major landscape restoration;

· Integration of land on both sides of the river creating a major linear park area;

· Creation of civic pride in this area, sadly lacking at the moment;

· Stimulate wide community involvement and ownership of the project;

· Reduce levels of noise pollution and nuisance behaviour;

· Reduce crime and the fear of crime;

· Provide constructive activities for young people;

· Create a range of recreational activities;

· Stimulate community enterprise;

· Establish a range of training opportunities for skills development;

· Secure the support and active involvement of businesses in the area;

· Significant improvements in terms of health and well-being and the promotion of healthy lifestyles;

· Change the perception of the whole area from a backyard dumping ground to a major recreational asset for local people with regionally and/or nationally important features.

Next steps - The proposals for the site are in early stages of development.  Extensive community consultations are required to ensure the local community, and representatives from all sectors with an interest in the site are on board.  The intention is to develop some early proposals, demonstrating not only how local problems can be addressed but also the wider vision and to use these to stimulate interest, ideas, engagement and ownership of proposals as they develop.  Additional site investigation work is required to identify other issues such as further land contamination or uncapped mineshafts.  This will continue and does not have to be carried out in isolation from the community consultation work taking place, indeed it should be an integral part of that process.  Two staff have been appointed through Newlands funding to develop the programme, appropriately based within the Red Rose Community Forest Team.  Key partners in the process include Groundwork and the Mersey Basin Campaign, but all concerned are working together to bring other parties with an interest in the project to the table.

