Eccles Community Committee - 24th January, 2006


ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Eccles Library,
Church Street,
Eccles.

24th January, 2006

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.00 p.m.
PRESENT:
John Matthews (Westwood Park Community Association) - in the Chair

Councillors Broughton, Jolley, Lancaster, Jane Murphy, Pooley and Potter

J. Wheelton - Salford Disabled Motorist and Access 


G. Hearn - Park Residents’ Association


B. Holmes - Eccles Mothers’ Union


J. Rahman - Salford Link Project


J. Evans - Salford Pensioners’ Association


B. Thompson - Ellesmere Park Residents’ Association


J. Phillips - Patricroft Ladies Bowling Club


OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: 


P. Rogers - Monton Resident


A. Faulkner - Broadway Bowling Club


A. Cranna - Salford Advertiser


A. Valentine - Peel Green Resident


J. Johnson - Irwell Valley Housing Association


H. Darlington 
} Salford PCT


P. Finch

}


T. Alexander

}


H. Sheldon - Eccles Scouts and Guides 


I. Williams - Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal


B. Carter - Barton Resident


P. Barker - Tindall Allotment Group


Y. Bagaill - Yemeni Community Association 


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:



J. Blagden - Eccles Neighbourhood Manager



M. Relph - Customer and Support Services Directorate



A. Parker 
} Eccles Neighbourhood Team



J. Matthews
}



R. Wynne - Director of Property and Development, Urban Vision



P. Twigg - Urban Vision Liaison Officer



J. Gorse - Greater Manchester Police



C. Earle - Criminal Justice System




R. Qureshi - Salford Community Network

59.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Margaret Morris, John Mullen and Eddie Sheehy, Mark Reeves (Eccles Area Co-ordinator), John Snelson (Eccles Festival Committee), Edna Hunt (Brookhouse Residents’ Association), Anne Walters (Winton Festival), Terence Mumford (Craunton House Association of Tenants), Jim Grundy (College Croft Resident), Mohamed al Nomine (Yemeni Community Association), Amy Morris (Eccles Community Sports Development Officer), Chris Sabinsky (Homestart) and Irene Pickworth.

60.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd November, 2005, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, subject to the following amendments:-

· The inclusion of Councillor Margaret Morris to the list of attendees

· Brian Carter recorded as being a resident of Barton, and not Winton Ward

61.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE

The Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services submitted a report indicating that an application had been received from the following organisation for them to become a member of the Committee and to be represented by the person respectively indicated:-

	Organisation
	Nominated Representative



	Eccles Festival Committee
	John Snelson



RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the application for membership as detailed above.

62.
POLICING ISSUES

Inspector Jill Gorse attended the meeting to brief the Committee on key policing issues.


It was reported that the proposal to extend the Eccles Town Centre drinking ban, which had been raised at the previous meeting, had been taken forward, but it was felt that rather than a piecemeal approach a citywide project be developed, which was currently being worked upon.  Julie Blagden said that if there was a delay in developing this possibility of introducing a stand alone project for Eccles would be re-evaluated.


Brian Carter sought clarification as to the response made by police when traffic lights were out of order.  Inspector Jill Gorse replied that the police only made a response when the failure was at a major junction, and major traffic congestion problems were envisaged.  


Inspector Jill Gorse reported that there was still no progress in opening a public police desk in Eccles Town Centre, and suggested that it would be appreciated if the Community Committee gave its support to such a proposal, and made their views known through the appropriate agencies.  

63.
COMMUNITY JUSTICE SALFORD

The Committee received a presentation from Caroline Earle with regard to the Community Justice Salford Initiative, which provided a summary of recent cases considered.  In addition Members were advised of an interactive sentencing event which was being held by Greater Manchester Local Criminal Justice Board (LCJB), in conjunction with Salford Community Justice, between 1.30 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 7th March, 2006, at Buile Hill Park Hall, Eccles Old Road.  It was reported that the aim of the event was to explain the different types of sentence available, and to explore public views on sentencing in general, and to which an open invitation was extended.


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

64.
SAFER AND STRONGER COMMUNITIES FUND

A report was submitted providing a summary of the Safer and Stronger Communities Fund (SSCF), which had been introduced for all local authorities in England in April, 2005.  A separate note was also tabled to determine the proposed SSCF decision making and management structures, which is attached as an appendix to these minutes.  The report indicated that the fund brought together Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) and Home Office funding streams, aimed at tackling crime, anti-social behaviour and drugs, empowering communities, and improving the condition of streets and public spaces, in particular for disadvantaged neighbourhoods, where these issues often required more attention.  


Councillor David Lancaster reported that two areas situated in Little Hulton Ward, and three situated in the Winton Ward had been deemed as meeting the criteria of the fund, and a total allocation of £1,267,497.00 had been made.  It was indicated that a board was proposed to administer the fund which would comprise one Councillor and one community representative from each of the respective Wards.  Councillor David Lancaster went on to say that it was important that the respective communities had an input into where the funding was spent, so as to ensure that the initiative was not purely Council led.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

65.
MAGISTRATES’ COURT PROPOSALS

The Committee received a presentation from Richard Wynne informing them that the Court Service had declared that Eccles was their preferred location for the proposed new Salford Magistrates’ Court, based on a number of factors, including the good transport links the area had.  It was indicated that the proposed site of the development was the existing John William Street car park, and as a result the issue of car parking, particularly during construction works, was a key issue, that needed to be addressed.  The proposed development, including the creation of a multi storey car park, which would take approximately six months to complete, and would provide sufficient car parking for the court itself, as well as creating approximately 70 extra public car parking spaces, than were available at the existing John William Street site.  Richard Wynne stressed that the proposals were still in their infancy, but suggested that the Committee be appraised of developments as they became more substantive.


Councillor David Lancaster said he welcomed the proposals, believing that they would be beneficial for the Town Centre and Eccles as a whole.  He continued by saying that the development would improve trade shops both in the Precinct and Town Centre, and possibly create a demand for solicitor’s offices.  It was also reported that Threadneedle Investments, as owners, had plans for marketing the Precinct and these could hopefully go in tandem with the court proposals.


Councillor David Jolley suggested the need to consider security issues with regard to the operation of the multi storey car park, particularly whether it would be open at night. In addition, reference was made to the flow of traffic through the Town Centre in light of the proposals.  Richard Wynne replied that both the key issues, and ones which needed to be addressed in due course.  


Dr. Jarjis Rahman expressed concerns at the proposed site, and its size, suggesting that it provided no space for future expansion.  Councillor David Lancaster replied that the proposed John William Street site was the favoured option of the Court Service themselves, and again emphasised his belief that the court being sited here would lead to the wider regeneration of Eccles Town Centre.


Concerns were also expressed with regard to the poor railway links to Eccles, and the need for these to be improved if the courts were to be relocated in the town.  Councillor David Lancaster said he noted these concerns, but suggested this was a separate issue which needed to be addressed through different forums.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT support in principle be given to the proposal to locate the Salford Magistrates’ Court in Eccles Town Centre, with the understanding that the project was only in its infancy, and that planning permission was still required and there were many areas of concern which needed to be discussed in detail first.  




(2) THAT a more detailed presentation with regard to the proposals be made at a future meeting of the Committee, once they are more substantive.




(3) THAT Richard Wynne liaise with Julie Blagden with regard to the proposed Magistrates’ Court development being placed in the next edition of the Eccles Newsletter.

66.
ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE BUDGET SUB-GROUP

The Committee received details of the Financial Position Statement 2005/06, in respect of the devolved budget.  In addition details were submitted of the meeting of the Budget Group held on 13th January, 2005, which recommended the action indicated with regard to the following applications for grant from the devolved funding allocated to the Community Committee:-

	Applicant
	Purpose
	Amount Requested 
	Recommendation



	(i)
APNA Youth Group
	Towards running costs
	£3,014
	£600 approved

	(ii)
Action Worsley Brooks 
	Towards provision of environmental educational sessions
	£293.75
	Application withdrawn 

	(iii)
Eccles SFI Youths 
	Cost of start up kit and equipment
	£526.60
	£526.60 approved

	(iv)
Creative Medium
	Towards lease of premises, business rates and administration costs
	Citywide application based on £2,006.50 from each ward
	Refused

	(v)
Winton Wanderers 
	Towards cost of hiring Westwood Park School together with heating, lighting and caretaking costs 
	£603.98
	Deferred pending the submission of further information

	(vi)
Salford Community Leisure
	Towards staffing, equipment and transport costs in staging a February half-term holiday project
	£751.00
	£751.00 approved

	(vii)
Eccles Ladies Bowling Association
	Towards provision of new tables, water heater and safety door mat
	£500
	Refused

	(viii)
Moorside Rangers Junior FC
	Contribution towards the cost of hiring facilities at Moorside High School for coaching sessions
	£60
	£60 approved



	(ix)
Salford Link
	Towards promotional literature, entertainment event, security, transport and cleaning costs
	£1,270
	£1,000 approved

	(x)
Tindall Street Allotment Group
	Towards provision of a security unit at the group’s premises
	£2,000 
	Deferred pending clarification as to whether the appropriate planning permission has been sought, and granted

	(xi)
Westwood Park Community Association
	Towards purchase of computer consumables and paper
	£231.72
	£231.72 approved

	(xii)
Eccles Neighbour-hood Team
	Towards production of a community newsletter
	£500
	£500 approved



(With regard to the application submitted by Westwood Park Community Association detailed (xi) above, John Matthews declared an interest, and did not take part in the discussion or vote thereon).


It was reported that with regard to the application submitted by the Tindall Street Allotment Group, (detailed in (x) above), the appropriate planning application for the security unit had been applied for, and subsequently granted.


John Matthews commented that the devolved funding allocated to the Committee for 2005/06 was now virtually spent.  It was being considered that in future a maximum limit be put on the amount that any one successful grant application could receive.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations of the Budget Group as detailed above, subject to the application of Tindall Street Allotment Group, amounting to £2,000, also being approved, be endorsed.




(2) THAT the Financial Position Statement 2005/06, in respect of the Eccles Community Committee Devolved Budget, be noted.

67.
ECCLES RECREATION GROUND FEASIBILITY STUDY

John Matthews informed the Committee of a project which had been drawn up by a local architectural student as part of their course work, which proposed the redevelopment and refurbishment of the buildings and amenities within Eccles Recreation Ground.  The Committee were informed that the proposed project had estimated costs of £500,000, for which funding was not currently available, but it was suggested that the Committee may wish to hold the project in reserve in the event that such funding became available. 


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

68.
PROPOSED MERGER OF TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT AND 


THE ENVIRONMENT GROUPS

Julie Blagden reported that the two existing Traffic, and Transport and Environment Groups had similar workloads, and it would make sense to merge them into a single group.  


Councillor David Jolley also suggested that there was a need to look at the long-term future of the Eccles Partnership Board.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the merging of the Traffic, and Transport and Environment Groups.

69.
ECCLES DIVERSITY TASK GROUP

Dr. Jarjis Rahman expressed concern that there was a perception that the various muslim communities within the Eccles area were not treated equally, particularly with regard to allocation of funding.  Julie Blagden replied that the Eccles Diversity Task Group wished to form links with all communities, and had recently made contact with the Link Project, and hoped to build upon this.  She pointed out that the funding that Dr. Rahman was referring to was community chest funding, and not Community Committee grants.  Julie added that any community was welcome to attend the Task Group, and all those who wished to be involved would be welcome. 


John Matthews suggested that Dr. Jarjis Rahman meet with Julie Blagden to discuss further the issues he had raised, and so that a satisfactory resolution could be reached.

70.
PORT SALFORD DEVELOPMENT

It was reported that the provisional planning documentation in respect of the Port Salford development had been published, and this was currently out for consultation. Concerns were expressed at the apparent lack of publication with regard to these proposals, and particularly that the deadline for consultation was the 3rd February, 2006, and as a result gave interested parties little time to make a response.  Councillor David Jolley said this was an important issue for the area and asked if it could be examined whether an extension to the consultation period could be granted or whether comments could be submitted after the proposed closing date.  He went on further to say that there was a need for both local Ward Councillors, and residents, to be afforded appropriate time to look at proposals, together with the recent amendments.   Perry Twigg said he would take up the issue with his colleagues at Urban Vision to see whether an extension could be granted, and would respond accordingly to Julie Blagden.  


A number of Members also made suggestions that there was a possible need for a special meeting of the Committee to be held to give specific consideration to the Port Salford proposals.  


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Urban Vision be asked to see whether an extension to the consultation period could be granted.  




(2) THAT Peel Holdings be approached to see if they would be willing to stage a further public meeting with regard to the proposals for Port Salford; and that in addition consideration also be given, if thought appropriate, to a special meeting of the Community Committee, to discuss the matter.

71.
NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER’S UPDATE

Julie Blagden submitted a report providing an overview of her activities during the past two months, which focused on the following key issues:-

· The Executive Group

· Together Initiative

· Feedback from Task Groups

· Petanque Pitch

· Alleygating

· Barton Fair Share

· Trial Biking

· New Groups


In addition statistics were also submitted detailing the key actions of the Salford Crime Reduction Partnership in targeting anti-social behaviour during the period January to December, 2005.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

72.
FAIRTRADE

Submitted a report providing a brief history together with the campaign and objectives of the Fairtrade movement.  In addition the report indicated that Salford had achieved Fairtrade City Status in March, 2005.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

73.
HOPE HOSPITAL MATERNITY UNIT

Councillor Norbert Potter referred to proposals that would lead to the closure of Neo Natal Department and Maternity Unit at Hope Hospital, the only such facilities within the City of Salford.  He reported that a campaign opposing the closure had been launched by the City Council, and was supported by all political parties.  In addition an associated campaign was being organised by the Advertiser, and he urged all members either collectively, or individually, to give their support to both of these.

74.
PATRICROFT LADIES BOWLING CLUB

Joyce Phillips reported that planning permission was still awaited with regard to the erection of security fencing at the bowling green used by the Patricroft Ladies Bowling Club, however, in the meantime acts of vandalism were still occurring.  Jim Wheelton replied that he would investigate progress with regard to the granting of planning permission, and report back accordingly.  

75.
TOWN CENTRE NOTICE BOARDS

Barbara Holmes referred to the numerous notice boards located around the Town Centre, which appeared to be unused and were subject to vandalism.  Andrea Parker replied that the issue was being addressed, and it was the intention to remove some of the boards, whilst retaining others, refurbish them and bring them back into use.

76.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY POPPY APPEAL

Ivor Williams reported that it the Poppy Appeal Campaign in Eccles during October and November, 2005, had raised a total of £5,996.  
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