ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Eccles Library,
Church Street,
Eccles.


24th September, 2002


Meeting commenced:
7.05 p.m.
"
ended:
9.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
J. Matthews (Westwood Park Community Association) - in the Chair


Councillors Broughton, Clarke, Eglin, Jolley, Lancaster, Memory, Morris, Sheehy and Wilkinson

J. Evans - Salford Pensioners


R. Sharpe - Southway Residents’ Association


J. Rahman - Salford Link Project


B. Thompson - Ellesmere Park Residents’ Association


B. Holmes - Eccles Towns Womens Guild


G. Hearn - Park Residents’ Association


J. Rickman - Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association


J. Wheelton - Salford Disabled Motorist and Access Association


G. Hunt - Brookhouse Residents’ Association

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES:



I. Pickworth - Member of the Public



J. Grieves - Mather Road Residents’ Association



S. Finkill 
} Southway Residents’ Association



J. Bigland
}



R. Lamb 
} Eccles Park Veterans’ Association



H. Fraser
}



G. Ibberson
}



A. Edwards
}



P. Dempsey - Florence Street Tenants’ Association



C. Seddon - Barton Parks



H. William
} Park Residents’ Association



J. Phillips
}



H. Yanney - Ellesmere Park Residents’ Association



S. Berrington - Salford Advertiser


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:





M. Smith - Area Co-ordinator




C. Skinkis - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator




M. Relph - Corporate Services Directorate 




Tom McDonald - Assistant Director of Community and Social Services 




J. Gallagher - Eccles Sport Development Officer - Education and 





Leisure Directorate 




Linda Pride - Principal Youth Officer - Salford Youth Service




Chris Kelsall - Eccles Youth Service




Steve Dyson - Sheltered Detached Worker - Salford Youth Service




F. Ahmed - Eccles Town Centre Manager




C. Tucker - Eccles Community Development Worker




J. Matthews - Talking Town Office, Eccles




S. Bunce - Greater Manchester Police




R. Baker - Salford Community Safety Unit




R. Fairhurst - Salford Community Venture

33.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Honorah Barker (Monton Village Community Association).

34.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd July, 2002, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

35.
SALFORD COMMUNITY VENTURE

The Committee received a brief presentation from Rob Fairhurst, with regard to the Salford Community Venture.  The Committee were informed that the prime purpose of the venture was to help Community Groups translate their ideas into jobs or services for their community, through, for example, the establishment of a community shop,  child care facility, a gardening service or recycling project.  


Councillor David Lancaster suggested that the possibility of involving Salford Community Venture in developing a scheme aimed at improving the appearance of Liverpool Road.  


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Rob Fairhurst be thanked for his interesting and informative presentation the contents of which were noted.




(2) THAT copies of the information leaflet, detailing the activities of Salford Community Venture, be circulated to all Members of the Committee.




(3) THAT the City Council’s Liverpool Road Working Group be requested to investigate the feasibility of involving Salford Community Venture in a community based project aimed at improving the appearance of the Liverpool Road Corridor.

36.
CRIME AND COMMUNITY SAFETY

The Committee were informed that George Hunt had recently been appointed as Chairman of the Salford South PVP (Public Voice on Policing).


The Committee then received a presentation from Roselyn Baker of the Salford Community Safety Unit with regard to tackling crime and disorder issues in Salford, and which focused on the following key themes:-

· Crime and Disorder Act 1998

· Partnership Arrangements

· Current Position 

· Priority 1 : Responding Effectively to Nuisance and Disorder

· Priority 2 : Tackling Violent Crime

· Priority 3 : Reducing Vehicle Crime

· Priority 4 : Reducing Residential and Commercial Burglary

· Priority 5 : Effectively Responding to Hate Crime

· Local Crime and Disorder Plans 

· Salford Community Safety Unit

Chris Skinkis commented that it was intended that Crime and Community Safety would be a regular item on future agendas, and sought views as to what types of information Members wished to be discussed at forthcoming meetings. Councillor David Lancaster suggested there was a need to look at good practice in tackling crime in other areas, both within the City of Salford and beyond.  Chris Skinkis concluded by suggesting it may also be of use if the Committee were provided with regular updates with regard to the work of the Local Crime Reduction Team.  

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Roselyn Baker be thanked for her interesting and informative presentation, the contents of which were noted.



(2) THAT good practice adopted in other areas with regard to tackling crime, together with the activities of the Eccles Crime Reduction Team form the basis of the initial issues to be considered by the Committee as part of the regular item on Crime and Community Safety to be placed on future agendas.

37.
YOUTH ISSUES

Chris Kelsall provided the Committee with a brief update with regard to youth activities in the Eccles Service Delivery Area which focused on the following key issues:-

· Connexions Summer Plus

· Narbonne Exchange Visit

In addition the Committee received a presentation from Joe Gallagher with regard to activities the Sports Development Team had undertaken during the summer, which achieved the involvement of over 1,000 young people.  

Councillor Eddie Sheehy congratulated all involved with the success of the various initiatives which had been held during the course of the summer, in particular he paid tribute to Joe Gallagher and the Sports Development Team.  He commented that Joe’s post, which had been funded from the Committee’s devolved budget, was only temporary until 31st March, 2003, and suggested that the Committee look at further funding being made available, to enable the operation of the project on a more long-term basis and ensure the continuation of the success it had already achieved.

Councillor David Lancaster referred to the £1.5M of Government funding for youth initiatives which was allocated to Salford City Council and asked if a break down could be provided as to how this money had been spent in the Eccles Service Delivery Area.

Councillor Eddie Sheehy asked if it was possible to evaluate what impact the various youth activities held during the summer had had on crime levels during that period.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the updates provided by Chris Kelsal and Joe Gallagher be noted.



(2) THAT the Committee be provided with (a) feedback with regard to  how the £1.5M of Government funding for youth initiatives allocated to Salford City Council had been spent in the Eccles Service Delivery Area and (b) an evaluation of what impact youth activities held during the summer 2002 have had on crime levels during this period.

38.
ACTION PLANNING PROCESS 2002/03

The Committee received a presentation by Tom McDonald with regard to the action planning process.  It was indicated that the Community Strategy within Salford had been a great success, however, there was a need to build on this, and improve the process, of which the Community Action Plans for the respective circle of the areas was a key factor.  He commented that emphasis would be placed on how the priorities identified within the respective action plans would be met, both in terms of the Committee’s devolved budget and being recognised by mainstream services, as well as the development of a multi-agency approach.  The Committee were also advised that there was a commitment to ensuring performance was measured in terms of meeting the priorities set in the respective Community Action Plans.


RESOLVED:
THAT Tom McDonald be thanked for his interesting and informative presentation, the contents of which were noted.

39.
ECCLES BUDGET GROUP - MEMBERSHIP

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report indicating that Bruce Thompson had recently indicated the intention to stand down as a Member of the Eccles Budget Group and therefore nominations were sought from community representatives from the Eccles Ward to fill the arising vacancy. 


RESOLVED:
THAT Barbara Holmes be appointed to serve on the Eccles Budget Group, to fill the vacancy following the resignation of Bruce Thompson.

40.
ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE BUDGET GROUP

The Committee received details of the financial position statement 2002/03 in respect of its (i) devolved budget and (ii) SRB budget.  In addition the Director of Corporate Services submitted a report indicating that the Budget Sub-Group had met on 13th September, 2002, and recommended the action indicated for the following applications for grant and the devolved funding allocated to the Service Delivery Area:-

Applicant
Purpose
Amount Requested
Decision

(i) 
Winton Park 
Veterans 
Association
Replacement furniture and carpeting for association’s premises
£4,949.99
Refuse on the grounds that the amount requested was seriously impinge on the current funds available from the Eccles Community Committee Devolved Budget 2002/03

(ii)
Winton Park


Bowling Club
Supply and erection of security fencing around the Club’s bowling green
£9,000
Refuse on the grounds that the amount requested was seriously impinge on the current funds available from the Eccles Community Committee Devolved Budget 2002/03 

(iii)
Inskip
League 


Friendship 
for Disabled
Provision of activities and trips
£2,500
Deferred pending further information being submitted as to the number of persons assisted by the League’s activities, who reside within the Eccles Service Delivery Area

(iv)
Winton 
Festival Fun 


Day
Towards provision of an entertainment together with insurance and other expenses associated with organising the event 
£255
£255 agreed

(v)
Eccles Park 


Veterans’


Association
Towards refurbishment of the Association’s bowling court
£7,000
That the £2,400 underspend from the previous grant made to Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association, who act as an umbrella organisation for the various clubs, (including the Eccles Park Veterans’ Association) using the bowling facilities at Eccles Park, be retained by them to contribute towards refurbishment of the bowling facilities at Eccles Park


Chris Skinkis referred to a previous decision of the Eccles Budget Group approving a grant of £1,500 for the Brookhouse Residents’ Association for security measures at their premises.  He said subsequently the Community Committee, at their meeting held on 27th November, 2001, had resolved to hold this application in abeyance until negotiations had taken place with the owners of the premises adjacent to the Brookhouse Community Centre which shared the common roof space, to ensure that all parties concerned were agreeable to the proposed security measures.  He said he now understood that these negotiations had reached a satisfactory conclusion and that the proposals were to go ahead, but would seek clarification of this, and advise the Committee accordingly at their next meeting.


Ron Sharpe referred to the decision regarding the application made by the Eccles Park Veterans’ Association, and sought clarification as to the reasons for its refusal. John Matthews replied that because of its size it was not possible for the grant to be approved in its entirety, however, the contribution of £2,400 which represented an underspend of a previous grant made to the Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association, had been made to the refurbishment costs.  John Rickman commented that the Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association had intended to seek approval to the £2,400 underspend being utilised for additional security works.  Councillor David Lancaster commented that there was a need to ensure that any applications made in respect of the bowling facilities at Eccles Park were submitted by the Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association which represented all users of the facility rather than from individual groups.  John Matthews said that in view of the issues raised by Ron Sharpe, John Rickman and Councillor David Lancaster there was a need for the application to be re-submitted to the Budget Group by the Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association rather than the Eccles Park Veterans’ Association. 


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations of the Budget Sub-Group, with the exception of the application received from the Eccles Park Veterans’ Association detailed in (v) above be endorsed.




(2) THAT the application for £7,000 with regard to the refurbishment of the bowling hut at Eccles Park, previous submitted by the Eccles Park Veterans’ Association, be re-submitted by the Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association (acting as 

the umbrella organisation for the various clubs using the bowling facilities at Eccles Park).

41.
FIREWORKS 

Councillor David Lancaster reported that in his role as Lead Member for Environmental Services he was making representations to H.M. Government with regard to introducing stricter controls for the sale of fireworks.  He also indicated that in the run up to November 5th the Enforcement Officers from the Environmental Services Directorate would be involved in initiatives aimed at ensuring that fireworks were not sold to persons under 18 years of age.  Councillor David Lancaster concluded by advising the Committee that proposals were currently being drawn up to encourage community bonfire events to be staged in each of the Service Delivery Areas of the City, and asked that the Community Committee consider the staging of such an event in Eccles, possibly to be financed through sponsorship from local businesses.


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

42.
WEB FM

John Matthews reported that Web FM had broadcast over the previous weekend (21st and 22nd September, 2002), and from initial feedback, had seemed to be a great success.

43.
SOCIAL INCLUSION FORUM

Chris Skinkis submitted a report detailing the activities of the Social Inclusion Forum which along with seven other themed groups aimed to deliver the Salford Partnership Vision, a collective approach by communities, organisations and other agencies to make Salford a place which people would choose to live and work in.  The report indicated that the first meeting of the Forum was to be held on Thursday, 3rd October, 2002, and representatives were sought from the Committee to serve on it.


RESOLVED:
THAT John Matthews and Jim Wheelton be appointed to act as representatives for the Committee on the Salford Social Inclusion Forum.
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