ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Eccles Library,
Church Street,
Eccles.

25th May, 2004

Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
9.00 p.m.
PRESENT:
John Matthews (Westwood Park Community Association) - in the Chair

Councillors Broughton, Jolley and Sheehy
J. Rickman - Eccles Joint Bowling Association

B. Thompson - Ellesmere Park Residents’ Association

J. Grieves - Mather Road Railway End Residents’ Association

H. Belim - Salford Link Project (Substitute)

J. Wheelton - Salford Disabled Motorist and Access Association

B. Holmes - Eccles Townswomen’s Guild

L. Stone - Grange Road Residents’ Association

R. Sharpe - Southway Residents’ Association

G. Hearn - Park Residents’ Association

J. Phillips - Patricroft Ladies Bowling Club

G. Hunt - Brookhouse Residents’ Association

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES:


E. Charnley - Alma Street Residents


R. Fairhurst - Salford Community Venture


R. Slack - Age Concern Salford


R. Quereshi - Salford Community Network


A. Walters 
} Winton Festival Committee


P. Dempsey
}


A. Cranna - Salford Advertiser


C. Walmsley - Irwell Valley Housing Association


H. Williams - Park Residents’ Association


E. Ferguson - Resident


M. Hinds - Resident

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:


M. Smith - Area Co-ordinator


C. Tucker - Acting Neighbourhood Manager


M. Relph - Corporate Services Directorate 


L. Jackson
} Environmental Services Directorate


T. Darcy 
}


M. Webb - Manchester Ship Canal Company


J. Roberts - Bridgewater Canal Trust


N. Walbran - Salford CBS


C. Poskitt - BTCV


D. Brown - Audit Commission


G. Allen - Greater Manchester Police

92.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Lancaster, Joyce Evans (Salford Pension Association), Ivor Williams (Eccles Poppy Appeal), C. Sabinsky (Homestart), Nora Barker (Monton Village Community Association) and Irene Pickworth.

93.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March, 2004, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

94.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Eccles Town Centre Notice Boards


(Previous Minute 87 - 23rd March, 2004)


Chris Tucker reported that the refurbishment of the notice boards located throughout the Eccles Town Centre, had been referred to the Environmental Task Group for consideration who in turn recommended that an application be made to the Budget Sub-Group for funding to undertake this.  He added that the estimated cost of such works had yet to be finalised but would be reported to a future meeting of the Task Group so that the matter could be taken forward and an application be made.


(b)
Eccles Mural


(Previous Minute 79(a) - 23rd March, 2004)


Councillor Eddie Sheehy enquired whether the proposals for creation of a new Eccles mural would involve residents from Kemball House.  Chris Tucker replied that he would ensure that residents from Kemball House were involved with the project, as well as pupils from local schools.

95.
BRIDGEWATER WAY IMPROVEMENTS

The Committee received a presentation from Janet Roberts and Mike Webb with regard to the activities of the Bridgewater Canal Trust who were engaged in improving the tow path at the Bridgewater Canal, including the section which ran through the Eccles Community Committee area.  The Committee were advised that the aim of the Trust was to enhance and regenerate the tow path and canal in general, and make it more accessible to members of the public and had secured funding from the North West Regional Development Agency to do this.  Members were advised that they would welcome the involvement of the Committee in their activities, in particular having their support when they were making bids for additional funding, and it was hoped that further presentations and updates could be provided at future meetings.


RESOLVED:
THAT Janet Roberts and Mike Webb be thanked for their interesting and informative presentation, the contents of which were noted.

96.
GREEN GYM

The Committee received a presentation from Carrie Poskitt, Neil Walbran and Jonathan Grieves with regard to the Green Gym an initiative operated by BTCV offering people an alternative to conventional gym and sports centres to improve their fitness by involvement in outdoor environmental conservation activities such as planting hedges, creating and maintaining community gardens or improving footpaths.  The Committee were advised that a number of potential sites, where a green gym could be active in the Eccles area, had been identified and included the following:-

· Eccles Recreation Ground

· Cromwell Road

· Milton Street

· Bridgewater Canal Tow Path


The presentation concluded with an invitation being extended to anyone who was interested in becoming involved with the green gym initiative, together with suggestions for any other community areas which were neglected and could benefit from the work undertaken by members of the scheme.


RESOLVED:
THAT Carrie Poskitt, Neil Walbran and Jonathan Grieves be thanked for their interesting and informative presentation, the contents of which were noted.

97.
SHAPE - ECCLES HEALTH ACTION TEAM

The Committee were introduced to Helen Darlington from the Salford PCT - Health Improvement Team - who would be taking the lead on the Sporting Health Action Plan for Eccles (SHAPE).  Helen indicated that in the near future she will be based in Eccles Town Hall, and extended an invitation to anyone who was interested about becoming involved with SHAPE, or finding out more about it to contact her by telephoning her on 787 0024.


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

98.
GMP ACTIVITIES - UPDATE

The Committee received a brief update from Garry Allen of Greater Manchester Police with regard to recent activities within the Eccles Community Committee Area, which focused on the following key issues:-

· Recent significant reductions with regard to burglary, robbery and vehicle crimes

· The recent restructure of the City of Salford Police Division, and in particular the Eccles Area

· Crime prevention advice

· The forthcoming relocation of Eccles Police Station in June, 2004.  A recent incident of a racial nature on the Brookhouse Estate, and the measures which had been put into place to combat this


RESOLVED:
THAT Garry Allen be thanked for his update, the contents of which were noted; and that an invitation be extended to him to attend future meetings.

99.
PLANNING ISSUES

Bruce Thompson reported that at a recent meeting of the Transport Environment Sub-Group they had been made aware of proposals to install a billboard in a green area close to St. Mary’s Church.  He expressed concern that little consultation had been undertaken with the community with regard to this proposal, and although he appreciated it was impossible for all planning applications to come to a Community Committee, asked whether major schemes such as this, which had an impact on public areas, could do so.  Councillor David Jolley commented that Councillors were provided with details of all planning applications which were also published on the City Council’s website, but stressed that the City Council was bound by deadlines set at a national level with regard to dealing with planning applications, and therefore it was not practical for applications to come to the Community Committee without impinging on these targets.


RESOLVED:
THAT representatives from the Development Services Directorate be invited to attend the next meeting of the Committee to provide an overview of the planning process, in particular, consultation with local community, and in particular whether major planning applications, affecting public areas, can be submitted to Community Committees as part of this process.

100.
ECCLES TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT

Chris Tucker reported that he had received a number of approaches from people expressing concerns of the demise of the Eccles Town Centre Management Project, particularly in view of what they saw as the decline of the Eccles Town Centre, particularly Eccles Mall.  Councillor David Jolley responded by providing some background to the issue, and said it was hoped that the appointment of a new Neighbourhood Manager would go someway to filling the void created by the loss of the former Eccles Town Centre Manager.  With regard to the decline of Eccles Mall he said the City Council were making strong representations to its owners, Eagle Star, with regard to them taking appropriate action to ensure its viability and long-term future.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the matter be noted.




(2) THAT Tom McDonald, the Assistant Director (Community Services) be invited to attend the next meeting to provide an update with regard to progress to implementing the new neighbourhood management structure, and in particular the appointment of a new Neighbourhood Manager for the Eccles Community Committee area.

101.
ECCLES COMMUNITY BUDGET GROUP

The Committee received details of the Financial Position Statement 2003/04 in respect of their devolved budget, in addition details were submitted of the meeting of the Budget Group held on 14th May, 2004, which recommended the action indicated with regard to the following applications for grant from the devolved funding allocated to the Community Committee area:-

	Applicant
	Purpose
	Amount Requested
	Recommendation 

	(i)
Sudanese Community Club
	Towards annual rent of the Community Centre used by the Club
	£616
	Approved subject to further details being provided with regard to the relationship of the Club to Salford African Social Club

	(ii)
Salford Link Project
	Towards materials for the projects cooking classes, as well as the provision of crèche facilities
	£7,490
	Refused

	(iii)
Salford Sports Development
	Towards provision of 20 full facility passes
	£1,800
	£1,800 approved

	(iv)
Eccles Festival Committee
	Towards the staging of the Eccles Friendship Festival 2004
	£4,000
	£4,000 approved

	(v)
Eccles Summer Play Scheme
	To fund the Eccles Play Scheme for 2004
	£3,000
	£3,000 approved

	(vi)
The Art Factory
	Contribution towards musical instruments and promotion costs
	£4,314.35

(comprising 2 separate applications of £2,200 and £2,114.35)
	Refused



	(vii)
Brookhouse Residents’ Association
	Towards the provision of children entertainers at the Association’s Summer Festival
	£450
	Refused



RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendations of the Budget Sub-Group, as detailed above, be endorsed, with the exception of the application received from the Brookhouse Residents’ Association as detailed in (vii) above which also be approved.

102.
GODFREY ERMEN SCHOOL BOLLARDS 

Councillor Alan Broughton referred to the bollards located by the gates of Godfrey Ermen School, which had been installed as a measure to stop rat running.  He continued by saying that he had received representations from a number of people, including the Emergency Services requesting their removal.  Councillor David Jolley said that the bollards were an issue of major concern and there were both pros and cons to their removal, which needed wider community consultation before any action was taken.  Chris Tucker reported that Julie Newsham, the former Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, had been dealing with the issue and he would investigate the matter further so an update could be provided at the next meeting of the Committee.

103.
ECCLES WALKWAY

John Rickman referred to the walkway running from New Lane to Canal Bank and expressed concerns at the maintenance of the pathway and its lighting, and asked if any remedial action could be taken in this regard.

104.
FLORENCE STREET FLATS

Submitted a letter received from Mrs. Carr, the Headteacher of Beech Street Community Primary School, Winton, with regard to the Florence Street flats which were located adjacent to the school.  In the letter, concerns were expressed that the flats, which were currently vacant, and in the process of being demolished, were subject to fly tipping, as well as being used on occasion by local teenagers for alleged drug dealing.  Ron Sharpe reported that as the Chairman of the NPHL Eccles and Irlam Local Board he had made representation to the appropriate officers who gave their assurance that the area would be tidied up, but stressed that much of the problem was caused by fly tipping but the situation would continue to be monitored.  Sergeant Garry Allen reported that Greater Manchester Police were fully aware of the issues relating to Florence Street flats, in particular allegations of drug taking, and were taking appropriate action.  Tony Darcy reported that the Environmental Services Directorate had received a request from New Prospect Housing Limited to undertake the clear up of the flats and the surrounding area, and then would be undertaken in the near future.


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted and a letter be sent to Mrs. Carr advising her of the action being taken with regard to the Florence Street flats.

105.
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

The Chairman reported that both Councillors Dave Eglin and Ken Memory would be standing down as Councillors at the forthcoming municipal election, so this would be the last meeting of the Committee they would be attending.  He continued by thanking them for their services to the Committee and Eccles as a whole, and wished them all the best for the future.
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