Eccles Community Committee - 25th November, 2008


ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Eccles Gateway,
Church Street,
Eccles,.

25th November, 2008

Meeting commenced:
 2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
 4.05 p.m.
PRESENT:
J. Matthews (Westwood Park Community Association) - in the Chair

Councillors Jolley, Jane Murphy and Tope
J. Phillips – Patricroft Ladies Bowling

G. Hearn – Park Residents’ Association

J. Pooley – Clevely Allotment Association

B. Holmes – Eccles Mother’s Union

J. Evans – Salford Pensioners

S. Simpson – Barton Residents’ Association

T. Mumford – Craunton House Association of Tenants

J. Rayner – Eccles Festival Committee

E. Charnley – FRECCLES

D. Lamb – Alder Park Tenants’ and Residents’ Association

C. Whitefoot – Monton Village Community Association
B. Thompson – Ellesmere Park Residents’ Association

OTHER INTERSTED PARTIES:

J. Graham – Ellesmere Park Residents

B. Carter – Barton Residents

K. Ratliffe – Monton Resident

Y. Bagail – Yemeni Community Association

 D. Booth 
} Tindall Allotment Association
R. Iball
}  

B. Barker – Monton Amateurs FC

S. Keigher – Barton Residents’ Association

P. Thompson – Brookhouse Residents Association


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:



M. Reeves – Eccles Area Co-ordinator



J. Blagden – Eccles Neighbourhood Manager



M. Relph – Customer and Support Services Directorate




A. Parker – Eccles Neighbourhood Team




J. Gorse – Greater Manchester Police




A. Morris – Salford Community Leisure




J. Tyson – Salford Ranger Team




P. Finch – Eccles Health Improvement Team




T. Buzza – Chief Executive’s, Regeneration and Improvements




A. Saint – Bridgewater Canal Corridor Project



N. Spiby – Eccles Community Health




K. Dainty – Chief Executive’s, Overview and Scrutiny




P. Twigg – Urban Vision

 P. Holness – Community and Social Care Directorate, User/Cover Involvement




D. Percival – Sustainable Regeneration Directorate




C. Thorne – Sustainable Regeneration Directorate

54.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Ann Davies, Councillor David Lancaster, Councillor Norbert Potter, Jim Wheelton (Salford Disabled Motorists), Steven Baines (Friends of Winton Park) and Jennie Turner (Eccles Health Improvement Officer).
55.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd September, 2008, were agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.
56.
COMMUNITY SAFETY ISSUES

Inspector Jill Gorse provided statistics in relation to the following crimes recorded in Salford South Division, over the past two months, compared with the same period in 2007.

	
	2008
	2007

	Domestic Burglaries
	72
	57

	Robberies
	15
	13

	Theft from Motor Vehicles
	77
	67

	Criminal Damage
	219
	213

	Anti-Social Behaviour Reports
	273
	334

	Violence Against the Person
	113
	122



In terms of burglary Jill Gorse reported that, the need for additional resources were recognised in the Division, and a number of initiatives, including Operation Guardian body mapping, use of CCTV, and additional tactics, involving the Tactical Aid Team were all being used.  She also said there was also a need to take commonsense precautions, to ensure that, doors and windows were locked.

In terms of anti-social behaviour the Committee were advised that a significant reduction in the number of incidents had been achieved through a dispersal order being placed in the Winton area, as well as the ongoing activities associated with Operation Brocade.  Operation Treacle had taken place in conjunction with the Greater Manchester Fire Service, with the aim of targeting anti social problems which arose around Halloween and Bonfire Night.

RESOLVED:
THAT that the report be noted.

57.
BRIDGEWATER CANAL CORRIDOR PROJECT

The Committee received a presentation from Toria Buzza and Alex Saint with regards to the Bridgewater Canal Corridor Project.  It was indicated that the Bridgewater Canal, Barton Aqueduct and Worsley Delph were at the heart of the Industrial Revolution, and Salford City Council together with its partners planned to bid for funding to bring these outstanding heritage assets back to life, by conserving, developing and improving access to the canal corridor, for both the local community, and visitors.


Toria Buzza said that it was intended to apply for Heritage Lottery Funding on an element by element basis. To ensure that bids were successful, it was essential that, consultation take place with all interested parties, so that proposals were relevant.


Alex Saint said that, it was important to establish for whom and how, improved access to the canal and its associated heritage attractions, were targeted, both in terms of local residents and visitors. 

Initially the following priorities for the re-vitalisation of the canal corridor had been identified:-
· Assisting with economic development objectives
· Encouraging tourism

· Link with health and well-being initiatives

· Importance in terms of education and learning heritage, and sustaining an interest in civic pride

· General environmental improvements along the length of the corridor.

Bruce Thompson said it was important that, the green space potential of the canal was realised, for such purposes as health walks etc.

Elizabeth Charnley said that the towpaths were not wide enough to accommodate all users, namely walkers, cyclists and joggers etc.  She said there was a need to improve footpaths making them more sustainable and robust in construction, together with appropriate drainage.  John Matthews said there was a need to strike the right balance in refurbishing towpaths, to prevent it being misused by motorbikes.  Alex Saint said that the management of the multi use of the canal would be a key issue.
Jim Rayner referred to particular sites adjacent to the canal, which in themselves were eyesores, and needed to be looked at.  He paid particular attention to Patricroft railway station which were subject to fly tipping, and problems in terms of graffiti, which needed to be addressed, as well as the refurbishment of the towpath itself.

Chris Whitefoot commented that, there needed to be focus on tourism heritage combined with environmental improvements. She said that the Monton Village Community Association had already done work in this regard, but this needed to be built on. She suggested the possibility of refurbishing and restoring the history boards that were in place, be considered.
Gilbert Hearn referred to the former Steam, Coal and Canal Group which had similar aims in relation to the revitalisation of the canal, and asked whether there was any merit in restarting this.  Alex Saint said there was a wider north west group, with similar aims, and there were obvious merits in building links with them, and tapping into their expertise.

Councillor Jane Murphy said it was important to develop the heritage and tourism aspects of the canal in terms of the history of Ordsall Hall and the Egerton family.  She also suggested developments of public art projects in conjunction with local schools and colleges, together with performances of local drama groups telling the canal’s story.

David Lamb proposed the possibility of creating a Bridgewater Canal Visitors’ Centre.  He said that there was already a building at Alder Park which could be adapted for this purpose, and was ideally located on the Eccles and Worsley border.

John Pooley asked whether Peel Holdings were involved in the project.  Victoria Buzza replied that they were a key partner.

Brian Barker asked whether the painting and restoration of the Barton Aqueduct was an element of the corridor project.  Victoria Buzza said restoration of the aqueduct required special paint, but as a key feature of the Bridgewater Canal, it was one which would be continued to be monitored.


Councillor Jane Murphy enquired whether the possibility of boat trips along the canal had been considered.  Don Booth also referred to the possibility of reinstating the community boat.  Alex Saint said this was a matter which was being investigated.


Chris Whitefoot suggested that there was a need for more public toilets, and other basic facilities along the canal.  Terence Mumford commented there was also a plan for more robust and vandal-proof seating areas.  Gilbert Hearn referred to existing benches which had been removed for repairs, but had never been returned, and said this needed to be investigated.

Alex Saint and Victoria Buzza concluded the discussion by saying that all the matters raised be fed into the consultation process and that if anyone had any further comments to make they should do so by sending them directly to them.


RESOLVED:
THAT the presentation, and the issues raised, but noted.


58.
SALFORD CORE STRATEGY

The committee received a presentation from Dave Percival and Claire Thorpe with regard to the Salford Core Strategy.  Members were informed that the strategy was the central development plan document which would provide the spatial planning vision strategy that, would shape the future of Salford in the long term.  It was indicated that the first stage in the development of the strategy was preparation of the core strategy issues and options report, which was currently subject to extensive consultation, part of which was this presentation to the committee.  The presentation itself covered a wide range of issues, the key ones of which were as follows:-

· What is the core strategy?
· Constraints

· Production Process

· Issues and Options Report

· Contents

· Housing Renewal Employment

· Eccles Town Centre

· Liverpool Road

· Barton

· City Airport Manchester

· Next stage.
Elizabeth Charnley, and Brian Carter, both referred to the current facilities at Eccles and Patricroft railway stations.  They said the strategy needed to address both and ensure  improvements with regard to access, so that in turn their usage would increase.  It was indicated that the consultation on the core strategy issues and options report had  been extended to Friday, 23rd January, 2009, and everyone with an interest was encouraged to make comments, and take part.
 


RESOLVED:
THAT the presentation be noted and that anyone with an interest in the strategy be encouraged to make comments on it, as part of the consultation process.

59.
ECCLES BUDGET SUB-GROUP

The Committee received details of the current budget statements 2008/09, in respect of the devolved budget.  In addition, details were submitted of the meeting of the Budget Sub-Group held on 14th November, 2008, which recommended the actions indicated with regard to the following applications for grant from the devolved budget allocated to this Community Committee:-

	
	APPLICANT
	PURPOSE
	AMOUNT REQUESTED 
	RECOMMENDATION



	(i)
	Mixed Martial Arts
	Equipment costs
	£1,346.80
	Refused

	(ii)
	Cheeky Monkeys
	Towards renting equipment costs
	£2,593
	£2,000 approved

	(iii)
	HBHG Development Trust
	Towards tutor fees and project costs
	£2,593.44
	Refused

	(iv)
	Worsley Intimate Theatre
	Room hire costs
	£123.60
	£123.60 approved

	(v)
	Eccles Neighbourhood Team
	Christmas Lights Switch On
	£518
	£1,218 approved


	(vi)
	Irlam Steel Cricket Club
	Towards bowling machines
	£700.05
	£300 approved

	(vii)
	Swerve Unsigned (formerly The Art Factory)
	Towards insurance equipment and marketing costs
	£1,496.40
	Refused

	(viii)
	Salford Metropolitan Athletic Club
	Towards purchase of athletic equipment
	£1,764.41
	£1,764.41 approved

	(ix)
	Barton Moss Craft Club
	Towards purchase of laptops,  printers and room hire costs
	£2,069. 87
	Deferred pending the submission of further information

	(x)
	Swinton Park Golf Club (Junior Section)
	Towards equipment and set-up costs 
	£5,989.60
	Refused



RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations of the Eccles Budget Sub-Group on 14th November, 2008, as summarised above, be endorsed.



(2) THAT the Financial Position Statement 2008/09, in respect of the Eccles Community Committee Devolved Budget, be noted.

60.
ECCLES NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT UPDATE

Julie Blagden submitted a report providing an overview of her activities during the past two months, which focused on the following key issues:-

· Local Partnership Delivery Group

· Neighbourhood Partnership Board

· Feedback from Task Groups

· Barton Fair Share

· Safer, Stronger Communities Fund

· Community Action Plan

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

61.
HIGHWAYS ISSUES FEEDBACK

The Managing Director at Urban Vision submitted a report providing Members with a response in relation to a number of highways issues which had been raised at the meeting of the Committee held on 23rd September, 2008.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

62.
ECCLES COMMUNITY TASK GROUPS

Details were submitted on the dates and venues of the forthcoming meetings of the various task groups of the Community Committee.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

63.
PARRIN LANE AND CHADWICK ROAD – PARKING ISSUES

The separate issues of problems with parking in Parrin Lane and Chadwick Road were raised.


RESOLVED:
THAT both matters be referred to the Environmental and Transport Task Group for consideration.

64.
PATRICROFT RECREATION GROUND

Gilbert Hearn expressed concerns at the delays to the refurbishment works for Patricroft Recreation Ground.  Councillor David Jolley reported that works on the funding had now been approved by Councillor Bill Hinds, the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services and the work would commence soon.  Julie Blagden added that delays to the project had in part been due to accessing money allocated through Barton Fair Share.

65.
MIRFIELD DRIVE – LIGHTING

Ken Ratcliffe referred to lighting within Mirfield Drive, and asked when the old fittings were removed.


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be referred to the Environment and Transport Task Group with a view to obtaining a date for the removal of the former lighting.

66.
CHRISTMAS EVENTS

The Committee were advised of the following events:-

· Monton Christmas Lights Switch On would take place on the evening of Thursday, 27th November, 2008.

· a Carol Concert would take place in Winton Park on Saturday, 20th December, 2008 between 6.30 and 7.30.

67.
PROPOSED TESCO SUPERSTORE

Julie Blagden reported that Tesco had indicated an intention to submit a planning application for the creation of a superstore on the site of West One Retail Park.  She said that if an outline planning application, was submitted it would be subject to detailed consultation.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

68.
ECCLES LINK PROJECT

The Chairman on behalf of the Committee thanked Doctor Jarjis Rahman for the use of the facilities at the Eccles Link Project over the past two years, whilst the Committee’s regular venue at Eccles Library had been closed for refurbishment.

69.
ANDREW MEADOWS AND GARETH WILKINSON

John Matthews informed the Committee that both Andrew Meadows and Gareth Wilkinson, Development Workers within the Eccles Neighbourhood Team have been appointed to other positions within the City Council.  On behalf of the Committee he paid tribute to both Andrew and Gareth’s work to the Eccles Community Committee area and its residents.
70.
JIM WHEELTON

John Matthews reported that for health reasons Jim Wheelton had submitted his resignation as the Deputy Chair of the Committee, and expressed thanks for his services.  He said that it was intended to appoint a replacement at the next meeting of the Committee which would be held in January, and encourage any eligible member of the Committee who was interested in taking up the post, to put their name forward.
