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Supplementary Planning Guidance -  Trees: Planting and Protection

Summary
This Policy Note aims to provide advice and guidance for developers and landowners where there are existing trees to be protected and integrated into the development, or where new or additional tree planting is to be carried out.  The advice will also be used in the consideration of Planning applications and in support of planning conditions.

The present policy of the Council is to encourage the conservation of trees and woodland, to seek to protect and enhance landscape quality within the City.

Where a development proposal (either outline or in full) is likely to affect trees or hedgerows within a site, a tree survey will be required indicating all landscape features.

There are a number of factors (see full contents for details) which must be taken into account when considering development near trees . In particular development should not take place within the maximum spread of trees and in the case of residential buildings, windows must be not within 3.6 metres of a tree.

Trees on development sites should be protected at all stages of development and in order to avoid damage to existing trees the policy lists a number of precautions.

Many trees in Salford are protected by a Tree Preservation Order and these are trees of a high amenity value or which have a significant impact on the environment. The policy explains the procedures that applies to such trees. Similarly trees within Conservation Areas area protected by Planning legislation.

Trees sighted adjacent to the highway can have a most beneficial impact and reference is made to a code of practice for such trees.

New and replacement tree planting is often required as part of sound tree management or a requirement of planning permission. The Council’s expectations for these works, including requiring two replacements for each tree lost are set down. The policy also offers advice on species selection and good landscaping practice in general.
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