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Connecting Communities with History
ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2009

The Bridgewater Way is a partnership scheme by The Bridgewater Canal Trust constructing a new route for all including cyclists and walkers along the canal towpath. The project was launched in Salford at Hall Bank in October 2006 In Salford , the total length of the new route in Salford will be 4.9 miles and overall it is 40 miles ,long.
1. Monton and Old Fold -Salford Phase 3
This scheme between the M602 and Monton started on site in August ,is progressing well and is 0.6 miles long. This scheme links Regional Route 82, for cyclists and walkers with National Route 55 at Monton. Bridgewater Way signage, seats and information boards will be installed along the canal route to complete the work. New footpath surfaces in Old Fold pocket park are being improved and a new perimeter fence with access gates is being built. 
2. Liverpool Road to Barton Bridge - Salford phase 1a. 
Just under one third of a mile long this proposal would link the temporary towpath access steps south of Liverpool Road with the towpath access point at the southern end in the Conservation area. Due to the narrow towpath, no seats are proposed and it is proposed to sign cyclists off the RR82 route onto the road going south.It is proposed to continue the “rural“surface finish where possible up to 1.2 metres wide. Signage and information will be installed at an improved southern entrance. A draft plan is now available and comments are invited.(plan numbers 2484-sal-01A-1 and 2 are attached.)
3. Consultations – autumn 2009
Consultations about this draft scheme are being carried out by the Bridgewater Canal Trust during autumn 2009. .Representatives are invited to suggest any additional groups who may wish to be consulted. Comments are welcome.
4. Funding and Draft Programme 2010-2011
Funding for the Bridgewater Way has been secured from a number of bodies In addition to the Bridgewater Canal Trust, and Peel Group, the canal owner, current bids in Salford are being made through the Local Transport Plan and Salford West .Subject to funding, community support and approvals the programme is proposed to complete the route between Barton Bridge and Worsley for 2011.
Janet Roberts, Bridgewater Way                                                             September 2009
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