ITEM 5

REPORT OF THE ECCLES NEIGHBOURHOOD INSPECTOR

TO THE

ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

23RD JANUARY, 2007

ECCLES TOWN CENTRE PEDESTRIANISED AREA/CCTV

1.
Purpose of Report

To provide the Committee with the information requested at their last meeting, in relation to the number of fixed penalty notices, which have been served on motorists, and drivers of other vehicles, who have illegally entered the pedestrianised area in Eccles Town Centre, together with the number of arrests arising from instances captured on CCTV (closed circuit television) cameras.

2.
Details

Fixed penalty tickets are issued by other GMP Departments, as well as staff based in the Eccles Division, and its therefore difficult to accurately collate the total numbers, however since the end of October, 2006, my staff have issued 13 notices.  In addition numerous drivers have been advised in relation to entering the pedestrianised area in Eccles Town Centre.  Such offenders will continue to be targeted, as, and when, resources allow.


With regard to the more general issue of CCTV cameras, wherever there is evidence of an offence it is always made available to GMP, who in turn pursue all necessary enquiries to gain an arrest, or conviction.


The occasions when CCTV has, either been instrumental in arrests, or has been critical to a successful conviction at court, are too numerous to mention.  Police officers are frequently deployed in the control centre at peak times, to enhance the link between CCTV and officers on the streets.  This ensures speedy attendance of resources, and means that officers on the ground can be directed to offenders directly.  This is a role sometimes performed by Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) staff.  CCTV has provided evidence for arrests in relation to drugs offences, violence and anti social behaviour, race crime, identified wanted offenders, and has also been used after offences have taken place, e.g. robberies, when a trawl of CCTV, prior to the offence, can reveal suspicious vehicles etc.  It is also useful when checking alibis given, e.g. a suspect says he was drinking in a particular pub at a certain time.

3.
Recommendation

The Committee area asked to note the report.


JILL GORSE


ECCLES NEIGHBOURHOOD INSPECTOR

GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE  

17th January, 2007
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