Fair Trade in Salford

Fair trade may be a fairly new concept nationally – Salford achieved Fairtrade City Status only last March. 

But research shows that in fact Salford has a history of campaigning on fair trade issues which dates back 150 years ago……….

The man they called The Apostle of Free Trade - Richard Cobden - started a successful business in Pendleton, Salford and it was here that his political ideals were shaped and where he carried out pioneering work which led to today’s Fairtrade movement.

Today, Salford people are just as keen to support the ideas and ideals of Fairtrade. The initiative to promote Salford as a Fairtrade city was initially taken up by Councillor Jim King and now the city council is fairly and squarely behind the Fairtrade campaign. 

Salford City Council’s Citywide Catering Services provide Fairtrade tea and coffee – free of charge - from vending machines in all meeting and training rooms, and also sell bottles and cartons of Fairtrade apple and orange juice in the city council shop which is open to the public.

Salford’s Steering group is recognised as one of the most active in the country and its members - all volunteers – include Oxfam, Christian Aid, Cafod, Faith and Justice, and local businesses, as well as city councillors and officers. It aims to raise the profile of Fairtrade through talks, events and publicity.

Recent examples include a Triathlon event, Fairtrade photographic exhibition, Local Democracy Day stand, Fairtrade is for Life, not just for Christmas campaign.

Future plans include a Fairtrade Fortnight event which will include a specialist speaker, Fairtrade ‘rapper’ performance and a competition for local primary school pupils to design  a Fairtrade Easter Egg

The Group would like to make a Fairtrade presentation at one of your future meetings, but in the meantime would like to draw the attention of your community group to Fairtrade issues, and would be happy to put on a stand at future events in your area.

For further information about Salford’s Fairtrade campaign contact: Chris Southern, Salford Fairtrade Coordinator, Tel 0161 793 2718; Mobile 07766 550273; e-mail: christine.southern@salford.gov.uk.







