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Metrolink Phase 3

Since the Secretary of State’s announcement in July 2004 that funding for the Phase 3 extensions had been withdrawn, the GMPTA has undertaken a wide range of activities to restate the case for Metrolink, including the “Back on Track” campaign and the establishment of a high level Working Party to review the case for Metrolink Phase 3, chaired by the Minister of State for Transport, a representative of Greater Manchester MPs, the Clerk to the PTA and the Director General of GMPTE

In December, the Secretary of State announced that whilst the Government retained a number of concerns over costs, the original £520m budget would still be available for Greater Manchester, subject to GMPTA/E developing a satisfactory package of measures to address transport problems in these areas. It has now been confirmed that the £520 million budget is available for transport schemes along the Phase 3 Metrolink corridors and the refurbishment of Metrolink Phase 1 and 2 assets. 

Integrated Transport Strategy

Following this, PTA/E and AGMA officers developed an updated integrated transport strategy and submitted this to Government in March. The plan examines:

· Delivery of the Metrolink Phase 3 network

· Better links between bus, rail and Metrolink

· New measures to encourage more people to use public transport

· Ideas to get the most out of the local rail network

· New and innovative modes of transport, such as guided buses

· Better ticketing and smarter travel choices; park and ride; improved transport interchanges and intelligent transport systems like ‘real-time’ passenger information 

DfT officials are also considering the details of proposals that GMPTA has submitted for resources to carry out a number of essential improvements to existing Metrolink system. The proposals include a bid for eight new vehicles, further upgrades to stops and vehicles to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act, improvements the waiting environment at stops and major infrastructure works including the renewal of some sections of track.

Bus policy and Quality Bus Corridors

The PTA remains committed to pursuing improvements to the local bus network, primarily on two fronts:

i) to lobby for changes in legislation to provide PTAs with greater regulatory control over the delivery of local bus services and allow PTAs to become bus operators of last resort. The potential of new powers offered by the  the introduction of Quality Contracts is also being explored.

ii) The PTA is also committed to delivering the network of Quality Bus Corridors as set out in the Local Transport Plan

Social needs transport and Community Transport

The PTA has recently completed a Best Value review into “integrated social needs transport.” In other words, how conventional traditional public transport and services such as social services transport, non-emergency ambulances and Ring & Ride can be better integrated to meet the needs of the community. 

In addition, the GMPTA continues to fund the development of the Community Transport sector to help it play a fuller role in tackling social exclusion and has agreed to the setting up of a Trust Fund to deliver this. The Trust has recently awarded a £15,000 grant to Salford CT.

School Transport

The PTA has piloted a number of highly successful yellow school bus services in Greater Manchester to tackle congestion caused by the daily school run and anti-social behaviour of pupils on buses. Unfortunately, a major scheme bid to implement 160 Yellow School Bus services was unsuccessful. In the light of the Government’s decision, GMPTE are investigating sources of alternative funding which may allow the implementation of a reduced programme of Yellow School Buses and services, or the introduction of elements of the services on more conventional schools services. 

Greater Manchester RailPlan

The PTA has established a rail investment strategy that we are now working to jointly implement with Councils from across the conurbation. The Railplan includes a range of measures designed to increase the effectiveness of the local rail network including proposals for new small stations.

Leigh – Salford – Manchester Busway

The Department for Transport advised that whilst the merits of the previously provisionally approved busway scheme is recognised, it “does not represent an immediate priority for funding within the available resources”. Therefore, the earliest time that works on site could now be expected would be October 2006 with a potential service commencement in January 2008. The project is still ‘live’ and the GMPTA has agreed to allocate a further £185,000 to enable necessary design and maintenance work to be carried out that will enable early commencement of works at such time as powers and full scheme funding becomes available. 

Salford Central Rail Station

A major package of works has been developed by GMPTE, Salford City Council, Manchester City Council and Network Rail to capitalise on the location and potential of Salford Rail Station. The works will be complemented by later station operations to 10.00pm. Northern Rail is committed to stop services up to this time starting from June 2005. It is intended to deliver the physical works in a series of phases. Proposed works include, a new, high specification glazed station entrance, accessibility improvements (upgraded ramps and new lifts), upgrading of the ticket office, improved public toilets, including provision for disabled users, the installation of a new public address system, customer information screens, a new CCTV system and the upgrading of adjacent bus and taxi waiting facilities

Salford Quays / Trafford Park Shuttle Bus Proposal

Initial discussions have taken place with officers from Salford CC and Trafford MBC with a view to studying the feasibility for a scheme that could operate in the Salford Quays / Trafford Park area, which is well-served by public transport at the periphery but lacks many through-links. It is anticipated that the proposal would be similar to the very successful Metroshuttle scheme in central Manchester and work is currently ongoing.
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