· Feedback from Eccles Task Groups. 

Environment and Transport.

The task group met on 25th April 2005.  

· The Christmas Lights were discussed with Stuart Collins from the Engineers Section.  He was made aware of the need to ensure that the Christmas lights were not switched on prior to Remembrance Day.   He has asked the group to consider when the lights need to go on.  Stuart is going to arrange a meeting with the lighting contractor so that a sub-group meeting can be arranged to sort out what is required and agree a  “switch on” date. 

· The traffic signs for the town centre have arrived.  John Butler is currently working with GMP to agree a “go live” date.  This will be advertised in the Advertiser for 2 weeks prior to commencement.   John is hoping that everything will be up to speed for the end of May/early June.  

· The group discussed the problem with pigeons in the town centre.  Environmental Services are writing to Workmans in relation to the cleaning of the centre and the provision of signage to deter members of the public from feeding the pigeons. 

· Issues around Port Salford are being looked at with Martin Hodgson, whom is the Planning Officer dealing with the application.  

Youth Task Group

· As requested, a piece of work was done with the young people who congregate around Patricroft Rec.  34 young people were surveyed on the Rec.  33 of them said that they would like a youth shelter on the Rec.  20 said that in addition to that they would like to see the Basketball Ct improved.  It may be that Langworthy have a Youth Shelter that they can sell at reduced cost.  What would the view of the Political Exec be on the provision of a youth shelter in this area?

· The Sports Development Officer explained that  Salford Community Leisure had not been successful in obtaining PAYP funding this year.  PAYP funding has traditionally paid for sports activities during school holidays.  Some money had been found from within SCL and Education, but that each Community Committee was being asked to contribute around £5000 to provide activities during the school holidays.  In addition to this, the SDO has applied to Community Committee for funding for activities at Whit also. 

Eccles Senior Task Group

This is the name chosen for this group by those volunteers involved.  The Group has met 3 times now, and discussions have mainly been around the VE Day celebrations.  The Community Committee delegated the responsibility of spending £2000 set aside for VE/VJ celebrations.

To date, money has been spent on organising transport for 30 people to the citywide event in Buile Hill Park on May 8th.  Money has also been given to the Bingo and Butty Club at Westwood Park for a VE day party on the 7th May and the Thursday Club on Brookhouse for a party on the 23rd May.  The members of the Thursday Club are going to have their memories recorded also on this day.

The Senior Task Group is also considering a VJ day celebration centred around the cenotaph.  

The Group has also joined Community Transport and intend to do some “roadshows” around the area to encourage a wide a membership as possible.  

Eccles Diversity Task Group/Forum.

This group met in April and has worked towards organising a Forum event on the 17th May.  This will be at St Andrew’s School 5.30-7.30pm.  The task group is made up of officers who have a BME remit to their role as well as representatives from the Link Project, the Mosque and the Yemeni Community.  Community Network and CVS are also represented on the group.

 The Yemeni Rep and the officer from the Link Project identified that housing issues are currently an issue for the BME community in Eccles.  There is confusion in terms of how to access Council Housing and Affordability is an issue.  The event on the 17th May is going to focus on Access to the Housing Register, Choice Based Lettings, Housing Benefits (new rules and requirements) and Affordability (not yet confirmed) are on the agenda.  

Community Safety Task Group.

This has not yet been fully developed, but a meeting will be arranged in the near future.

