Eccles Community Committee

24 May 2011

Bridgewater Canal Detailed Designs – Public Consultation Results

Introduction
This report presents the results of the consultations that took place between 24 Jan and 28 Feb on the detailed designs for the Bridgewater Canal along with the options it is proposed to take forward. The report focuses on the 3 sites that fall within Eccles Community Committee area:

· Dukes Drive country park

· Barton Promenade

· Barton Aqueduct pocket park

The final draft plans will be available for viewing for each of the above sites prior to the start of Eccles Community Committee on 24 May 2011. 

Dukes Drive

Access
Q1. Rank the following in order of preference in relation to vehicular access to 

       Dukes Drive and the proposed marina. 
A – Access off Parrin Lane with road running alongside canal footpath
B – Access off Parrin Lane with road running alongside loopline
C – Access off Stableford Avenue with road running alongside loopline
Respondents were asked to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option (3 points) and 3 the least preferred option (1 point).
	
	1st choice
	2nd choice
	3rd choice
	Total score

	A
	2
	7
	12
	32 (23%)

	B
	14
	10
	0
	62 (45%)

	C
	9
	4
	9
	44 (32%)
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· Preferred option for access to Dukes Drive is from Parrin Lane and utilising the existing car park to create a new car and coach parking / turning facility. 
· Engineering and Highways have confirmed this is the most appropriate / feasible route from a safety perspective. 
· The road to the proposed marina would run alongside the loopline. This will only be built however if, and when, the proposed marina is submitted for planning consent.
Q2. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following 

       statements. 
Respondents were asked to state whether they strongly agree, agree, have no opinion, disagree or strongly disagree with a number of statements, with a score of 1 point for each answer.

	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	No opinion
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	a. I would like to see an improved canalside footpath introduced
	18 (72.0%)
	 6 (24.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (4.0%)
	0  (0.0%)

	b. I would like improved connections to the loopline
	16 (61.5%)
	 9 (34.6%)
	0 (33.3%)
	1 (3.9%)
	0 (0.0%)


· Respondents were strongly in favour of widening the existing canalside path to 2.5m wide and resurfacing with in a resin bound gravel finish. This was respondents single biggest priority out of all the proposed improvements.
·  Respondents were also strongly in favour of improving connections to the loopline. A new, stepped path is proposed in the north-east section of the park which would link to the loopline. This is a longer-term option should funding become available. 
Q3. We would like to know how you feel about pedestrian access within Dukes Drive Country Park. Please put the following statements in order of preference. 
A – I would like to see modest enhancements to the existing footpath network, 

      creating informal spaces.

B – I would like to see a semi-formal network of paths and spaces

C – I would like to see a formal network of paths and spaces created

Respondents were asked to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option (3 points) and 3 the least preferred option (1 point).

	
	1st choice
	2nd choice
	3rd choice
	Total

	A
	8
	6
	8
	44 (31%)

	B
	10
	14
	0
	58 (41%)

	C
	8
	1
	13
	39 (28%)
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· The preferred option for pedestrian access in Dukes Drive is to build on the existing footpaths / desire lines to create a semi-formal network of paths and spaces.
· Existing footpaths will be widened to 1.8m and resurfaced with rolled stone
· Existing desire lines to be retained and maintained as close mown paths

· This network of paths will link to the improved canalside footpath and the loopline

Q4. Please rank the following options for the proposed new bridge in order of 

       preference. 
A – Bridge option A
B – Bridge option B
C – Bridge option C

Respondents were asked to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option (3 points) and 3 the least preferred option (1 point).

	
	1st choice
	2nd choice
	3rd choice
	Total score

	A
	2
	2
	16
	26 (21%)

	B
	8
	11
	2
	48 (39%)

	C
	12
	6
	1
	49 (40%)
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· The traditional brick arched bridge was ranked as the preferred option for the proposed new bridge in Monton, ranking slightly higher than the steel beam and stone bridge.
· Whilst the bridge remains an aspiration it is a long-term aspiration and it isn’t envisaged that this will be implemented in the short to medium-term. 
Environment

Q5. Please rank the following statements in order of preference.  

A – I would like Dukes Drive to be tidied up

B – I would like Dukes Drive to be tidied up and enhanced with new planting 

       to improve biodiversity

C – I would like Dukes Drive to be tidied up and enhanced with new planting 

       to improve biodiversity and wetland platforms introduced

Respondents were asked to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option (3 points) and 3 the least preferred option (1 point).

	
	1st choice
	2nd choice
	3rd choice
	Total score

	A
	2
	5
	14
	30 (22%)

	B
	6
	16
	0
	50 (37%)

	C
	16
	0
	7
	55 (41%)
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· The preferred option for environmental improvements is to tidy up and enhance Dukes Drive with new planting to improve biodiversity and wetland platforms introduced

· The existing grass will be retained and developed as meadow with additional wildflower species introduced.
· Selective removal and thinning of trees will be undertaken alongside planting additional native species.
· The existing stands of Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam to be eradicated through ongoing management
· The existing pond area will be improved by dredging and through reduction of shade from adjacent trees. Additional planting will increase biodiversity.
Community / Heritage
Q6. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following 

       statements. 
Respondents were asked to state whether they strongly agree, agree, have no opinion, disagree or strongly disagree with a number of statements, with a score of 1 point for each answer.

	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	No opinion
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	a. I would like to see natural play equipment for younger children introduced
	18 (69.2%)
	5
(19.2%)
	1 (3.9%)
	0 (0.0%)
	2 (7.7%)

	b. I would like a multi-use games area installed
	6 (26.1%)
	12 (52.2%)
	1 (4.3%)
	2 (8.7%)
	 2 (8.7%)

	c. I would like to see facilities for teenagers such as a skateboard park introduced
	6 (22.2%)
	14 (51.9%)
	3 (11.1%)
	2 (7.4%)
	2 (7.4%)

	d. I would like to see a formal events space introduced
	5 (21.7%)
	9 (36.8%)
	5 (24.1%)
	2 (8.7%)
	2 (8.7%)

	e. I would like to see creative heritage interpretation such as ground modelling / art installations
	7 (28.0%)
	9 (36.0%)
	6 (24.0%)
	2 (8.0 %)
	1 (4.0%)


· Strong support for natural play equipment for younger children. To be located near to the proposed car park to ensure good surveillance.
· 2 proposed areas for outdoor play will be retained on the plans. This will be subject to further detailed consultation with youths at the appropriate time.

· The proposal to introduce a formal events space received mixed support. We propose therefore to retain the existing clearing in the north of the park and mark this out as an informal events space through tree planting.
· The proposal to introduce creative heritage interpretation also received a mixed response. Interpretation is to be subject to further detailed design.
Q7. In relation to play facilities which of the following locations would you 

       prefer to see these in. 
A – Near the car park

B – Near the gathering / events space

Respondents were asked to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option (2 points) and 2 the least preferred option (1 point).
	
	1st choice
	2nd choice
	Total score

	A
	19
	0
	38 (73%)

	B
	7
	0
	14 (27%)
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· The preferred option for the location of play facilities is near the car park as this would afford better surveillance / security.
Design
Q8. Having considered the different options for the park, we now want to know how important each option is for you. Using numbers 1 – 8 put the following statements in order of preference.

A – I would like a new pedestrian bridge to link the park and proposed marina to the canal towpath
B – I would like to see an improved canalside footpath introduced
C – I would like improved connections to the loopline
D – I would like to see natural play equipment for younger children introduced
E – I would like a multi-use games area installed
F – I would like to see facilities for teenagers such as a skateboard park 

       introduced
G – I would like a formal events space in the park
H – I would like to see creative heritage interpretation such as ground 

       modelling / art installations
	Explanation of scoring system

	Q7 asked respondents to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option and 3 the least preferred option. 

1st choice = 15 points

2nd choice = 13 points

3rd choice = 11 points

4th choice = 9 points

5th choice = 7 points

6th choice = 5 points

7th choice = 3 points

8th choice = 1 points


	
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th
	8th
	Total

	a.
	5
	7
	0
	3
	1
	1
	0
	8
	213

	b.
	10
	8
	2
	2
	1
	1
	3
	0
	300

	c.
	5
	2
	6
	3
	5
	4
	0
	1
	250

	d.
	6
	3
	5
	5
	3
	1
	2
	0
	261

	e.
	2
	0
	5
	4
	2
	6
	5
	1
	181

	f.
	0
	5
	3
	2
	4
	3
	3
	6
	174

	g.
	2
	1
	3
	3
	4
	1
	7
	4
	161

	h.
	1
	1
	3
	2
	3
	7
	5
	4
	143
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Other comments:
· Needs to be sustainable and properly maintained
· Cycle parking at each entrance along with full accessibility for cycles from towpath and loopline.
· Concern about lack of toilet facilities.
· Dog bins / litter bins.
· Consider night time security or lighting.
Barton Promenade and Barton Aqueduct Pocket Park
Towpath

Q1. In relation to the towpath in this area put the following in order of 

       preference.

A – I would like more trees planted

B – I would like more car parking spaces

C – I would like more barrier baskets

D – I would like more planting on the non-towpath side

Q1 asked respondents to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option (4 points) and 4 the least preferred option (1 point). 

	
	1st choice
	2nd choice
	3rd choice
	4th choice
	Total score

	A
	6
	1
	3
	0
	33 (34%)

	B
	0
	3
	2
	5
	 18 (18%)

	C
	2
	1
	4
	2
	21 (21%)

	D
	2
	5
	1
	2
	 27 (27%)
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· To facilitate the widening of the towpath and to protect the canal walls in this area, the existing trees will need to be removed. Whilst the trees are of aesthetic value they are of little ecological value.
· It is proposed to reduce the carriageway further south on Barton Road to facilitate the introduction of car parking bays / tree planting
Q2. We would like to know how you feel about access to Barton Aqueduct 

       pocket park. Put the following statements in order of preference.

A – I would like access to the space to be controlled at all times

B – I would like access to the space to be allowed only during daylight

C – I would like 24 hour access to the space

Respondents were asked to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option (3 points) and 3 the least preferred option (1 point).

	
	1st choice
	2nd choice
	3rd choice
	Total score

	A
	2
	5
	3
	19 (32%)

	B
	5
	5
	0
	 25 (41%)

	C
	3
	0
	7
	16 (27%)
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· The preferred option for access to Barton Aqueduct pocket park is for it to be open during daylight hours only. The park will be closed and secured at night to prevent anti-social behaviour. 
Q3. Please read each statement and tell us whether you agree or disagree 

       with it?

Respondents were asked to state whether they strongly agree, agree, have no opinion, disagree or strongly disagree with a number of statements, with a score of 1 point for each answer.

	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	No opinion
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	a. I would like to open up the viewing area next to the Ship Canal
	5 (50.0%)
	 4 (40.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1  (10.0%)

	b. I would like pedestrian access from the space to Havenscroft Avenue
	3 (30.0%)
	 2 (20.0%)
	4 (40.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (10.0%)

	c. I would like managed access to the upper deck of this space to be opened
	5 (50.0%)
	2 (20.0%)
	1 (10.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	2 (20.0%)


· Strong support was expressed for opening up the viewing area next to the Ship Canal. It is proposed to reduce the size of the existing security fence to open up views of the swing aqueduct / Ship Canal and install new seating / interpretation. This is subject to further discussion and agreement with Peel Ports.
· The proposal to open up pedestrian access from the space to Havenscroft Avenue received a mixed response. This will be subject to further discussion with Peel Ports.

· Allowing managed access to the upper level received strong support. Access would be allowed for heritage tours / school trips / organised tours, subject to further discussion with Peel on the details. The upper level of the aqueduct will require a significant amount of environmental clearance works to facilitate access.
Q4. Please read the following two statements and tell us which one you 

       prefer.

A – I would like to maintain the existing routes but repair / improve the existing 

       Boardwalk

B – I would like full access for all users to the lower level of the pocket park

Respondents were asked to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option (2 points) and 2 the least preferred option (1 point).

	
	1st choice
	2nd choice
	Total score

	A
	4
	1
	 9 (45%)

	B
	5
	1
	 11 (55%)
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· It is proposed to drain a section of the existing wetland area to facilitate construction of a new DDA compliant resin bound gravel footpath, which will connect to a boardwalk over the wetland area.
· The existing timber boardwalk to be replaced.
Environment
Q5. Please read each statement carefully and tell us whether you agree or 

      disagree with it?

Respondents were asked to state whether they strongly agree, agree, have no opinion, disagree or strongly disagree with a number of statements, with a score of 1 point for each answer.

	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	No opinion
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	a. I would like a wetland platform for pond dipping
	2 (20.0%)
	 0 

(0.0%)
	7 (70.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (10.0%)

	b. I would like a viewing platform from Barton Lane
	4 (40.0%)
	5 (50.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	 1 (10.0%)

	c. I would like improved lighting
	6 (60.0%)
	2 

(20.0%)
	2 (20.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)


· The proposal to construct a wetland platform for pond dipping has been removed from the plans due to lack of public support.
· The proposal to introduce 2 new cantilevered viewing platforms from Barton Lane received overwhelming support. Benches will be installed in the viewing areas alongside interpretive features.
Heritage
Q6. Please read each statement carefully and tell us whether you agree or 

      disagree with it.
Respondents were asked to state whether they strongly agree, agree, have no opinion, disagree or strongly disagree with a number of statements, with a score of 1 point for each answer.

	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	No opinion
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	a. I would like to open up views to the stone aqueduct and reveal important features such as the masons marks
	6 (60.0%)
	3 

(30.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (10.0%)
	0 (0.0%)

	b. I would like to see architectural lighting to highlight the stone aqueduct
	6 (60.0%)
	4 (40.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	 0 (0.0%)

	c. I would like interpretation panels within the railings at Barton Lane
	4 (40.0%)
	3 

(30.0%)
	2 (20.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (10.0%)


· Opening up views to the stone aqueduct received strong support from the public consultations. This will require the removal / thinning back of the dense vegetation / trees that exists at present.
· The proposal to introduce architectural lighting to highlight the stone aqueduct received overwhelming support. This will be an interpretive feature and will be subject to further detailed design.
· Interpretive panels received strong support and will be subject to further detailed design work.

Design
Q7. Having considered the different options for the park, we now want to know how important each option is for you. Using numbers 1 – 9 put the following statements in order of preference.

A – I would like open up the viewing area next to the Ship Canal

B – I would like access to Havenscroft Avenue

C – I would like managed access to the upper deck of the pocket park

D – I would like a wetland platform for pond dipping

E – I would like a viewing platform on Barton Lane

F – I would like improved lighting

G – I would like to open up views and reveal important features such as the 

       masons marks

H – I would like to see architectural lighting to highlight the stone aqueduct

I – I would like interpretation panels within the railings at Barton Lane

	Explanation of scoring system

	Q7 asked respondents to rank their answers in order of preference, 1 being the preferred option and 3 the least preferred option. 

1st choice = 17 points

2nd choice = 15 points

3rd choice = 13 points

4th choice = 11 points

5th choice = 9 points

6th choice = 7 points

7th choice = 5 points

8th choice = 3 points

9th choice = 1 point


	
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th
	8th
	9th
	Total

	a.
	3
	2
	1
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	128

	b.
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	1
	2
	1
	3
	58

	c.
	3
	2
	0
	5
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	126

	d.
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	2
	3
	46

	e.
	0
	0
	2
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2
	0
	76

	f.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	0
	3
	0
	1
	0
	104

	g.
	2
	1
	0
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	102

	h.
	1
	2
	1
	0
	2
	2
	1
	1
	0
	100

	i.
	0
	1
	0
	2
	1
	1
	2
	0
	3
	68
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Design Priorities


Other comments:
· Would like to see some planting introduced where trees are coming out. 
· Would like continuation of towpath upto swing aqueduct.
· Need public conveniences.
· Restore back to 1991 so heritage in plain sight
