2011 is Census Year 

On Sunday 27 March 2011, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) will carry out a census in England and Wales. 

The purpose of the census is to create an accurate picture of the population and provide the information which feeds into local funding and planning the local services we will all need over the next ten years. Understanding the make up and needs of different communities is vital to improve education, transport, housing and other public services and make them relevant to people’s needs. 

What is a census? 

The census is a survey (conducted every ten years) of the UK population. It asks about people’s work, health, national identity, citizenship, ethnic background, education, second homes, language, religion, marital status and so on. 

The statistics gathered are used to build a picture of today’s society. In England and Wales, the census is led by ONS. Around 25 million households in England and Wales will receive a questionnaire in mid-March, most of these through the post. The questionnaire is strictly confidential. 

Regardless of when the questionnaire is completed, people are asked to respond as if it was Sunday 27 March 2011, making sure that everyone who is/was staying the night in a household is included. 

Completing the 2011 Census questionnaire is compulsory; the few who do not can be fined up to £1,000. 

How will the questionnaire be used? 

Personal census information is never shared with any other government department, nationally, regionally, or locally. The information collected is kept confidential by ONS and protected by law.

After 100 years the information about individuals is released and is of great interest to family historians.

Why should people take part? 

Census data has many uses. For example, it is used to see where new housing needs to be built for first time buyers, or where new roads are needed because more people are commuting to work. The location and size of leisure centres, cinemas, schools, hospitals, even shops are all shaped, at least in part, by census statistics. 

Planning and funding of all these services (and more) for your local community in the future depends on accurate census information. 

How do people complete their questionnaire? 

Questionnaires can be completed online at www.census.gov.uk using the unique internet access code which is found on the front of each household’s questionnaire. People can also complete their questionnaire by hand and return it by post details will be provided in the envelope that they receive. 

How do you find out more? 

If you would like some more information about the census or help completing your form then the census team will be available in the following locations in Eccles

17th, 18th & 19th February

Eccles Community Shop

10 - 4pm

3rd March



Eccles Library


am

10th March



Eccles Gateway Centre

9.30 – 3.30pm

14th March 



Eccles Gateway Centre

9.30 – 3.30pm


23rd March



Eccles Gateway Centre

9.30 – 3.30pm

31st March



Eccles Gateway Centre

9.30 – 3.30pm

7th April



Eccles Gateway Centre

9.30 – 3.30pm

More information is available at www.census.gov.uk or in March call the census helpline on 0300 0201 101. 

In March there will be many accessibility tools on the website and available by telephone such as language guidance booklets, information on how to request large print questionnaires and audio guidance cassettes/CDs. 

Please complete and return your form promptly in March and encourage your friends and neighbours to complete their forms.

