REPORT TO ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

ECCLES PLAYSCHEMES 2003

SUMMARY OF THIS YEAR’S PROJECTS

INTRODUCTION

Following on from last years two successful playschemes, it was decided by the planning group to hold an extra playscheme at Barton.  This brief report will therefore discuss and assess the three schemes held during the summer holidays at Ellesmere Park, Brookhouse and, as stated above, Barton.

PLANNING AND RECRUITMENT OF STAFF

The planning group is made up of professional workers and volunteers.  The lead agency for the project is the Community Services section of Social Services.  Consequently, the paid workers are, for the duration of the scheme, social work staff,  and managed by the lead agency, with support from the Early Years Co-ordinator, the P.C.T., and other agencies.

Twelve workers were employed this year, rotating between the three schemes.  In partnership with care services, we employed three people with learning difficulties.

The recruitment process was completed only two weeks prior to the training week.  It is important that next year’s process should begin much sooner, in order to give more time for the return of Police checks and references.

VENUES

The venues for Ellesmere Park and Brookhouse were the same as the previous year, namely SS Peter and Paul and Canon Williamson High School.  For the Barton Scheme, Patricroft Methodist Church was secured.

1)
Ellesmere Park: SS. Peter and Paul

This is an ideal venue, with a more than adequate inside area which is compact and with a friendly atmosphere.  Equally, the outside play area is ideal.  SS. Peter and Paul makes an ideal venue, which is conductive to creating a high quality playscheme.

2)
Brookhouse: Canon Williamson School

This is less than an ideal venue.  It covers a large area, where the activities for the scheme take place in different surroundings.  This makes it difficult for the workers to supervise the children. Furthermore, the activities have to constantly be fitted around the cleaning of the school.

Considerable thought has to be given to next year’s scheme regarding these issues.  .

3)
Barton: Patricroft Methodist Church

Feedback from the workers here suggests in general that the inside area was adequate, but a total lack of an outside area made it difficult to offer a wide variety of activities.

It is important to note here that the planning group’s aim was to operate the three schemes in the three municipal wards that make up the Eccles area.  In trying to arrange a venue for Barton, this was more or less the last available building.

FUNDING

Funding for this year’s scheme was £10,000 from the Children’s Fund SC1 and £2,000 from Sure Start.

Whilst confident the funding would be secured, it did arrive late.  This made the financial planning of the playschemes slightly difficult.  Nevertheless, we are very grateful to the funders for making the scheme happen.

ACTIVITIES

A wide range of activities took place across the three schemes.  Throughout the period an artist was employed by GRUMPY to carry out work with the children leading up to the Eccles Friendship Festival.  The theme was the importance of friendship, cultural diversity and citizenship.  Those who produced arts material for the Festival will be presented with an award by the Mayor on the day of the Festival.

Added to the above were African drumming workshops and regular visits by the Fire Brigade and the Police.

ATTENDANCES

The three schemes were well attended throughout.  35 places were made available at Ellesmere Park, 30 at Brookhouse and 25 at Barton.

The system of promoting and advertising the schemes and taking pre-bookings operated well again this year.

On more than half the sessions, the schemes at Ellesmere Park and Brookhouse were fully booked.  The lowest attendances being 25 and 21 respectively.  The Barton playscheme was slower to fill but on average was either full or two thirds full.  This was probably due to it being the first year of the scheme and is expected to improve next year.

A full list of postcodes for those attending is attached as Appendix 1.

CONCLUSION

We believe that the schemes were successful, and provided valuable alternative activities for this age group during the summer holidays.  It is our intention to run them again next year, funding permitting.

However, given that the source of funding changes from year to year, we are not certain at this stage whether funding can be obtained for extra schemes during the Easter period.  Nevertheless attempts will be made to explore all possibilities, bearing in mind that the recruitment process would have to start very early in the New Year to achieve this target.

APPENDIX 1.

POSTCODES FOR PLAYSCHEME ATTENDEES

1)
ELLESMERE PARK

M6 8PS

M6 8FD

M6 8NQ

M30 9DB

M30 0WY

M30 8HN

M30 0BT

M30 9HB

M6 8EW

M30 0HR

M6 8FP

M30 0PT

M30 9AZ

M30 9DD

M6 8LD

M30 9BT

M30 0QU

M30 0DU

M30 7DH

M30 8HZ

M30 7AN

M30 9BG

M30 8PS

M6 8FE

M30 8LP

2)
BARTON


M30 8GP

M30 0RE

M30 7AP


M30 0RP

M30 8AJ

M30 8AJ


M30 7DJ

M30 7DG

M30 8QF


M30 8DG

M30 7NT

M30 8HN


M30 7PJ

M30 7HB

3)
BROOKHOUSE


M30 7PD

M30 7PG

M30 7PY


M30 7QE

M30 7PR

M30 7PA


M30 7PF

M30 7GP

M30 7PX


M30 7PC

M30 7DP

M30 7PZ


M30 7PJ

M30 7HB

M30 7PW


M30 7PH

M30 7QF

M30 7PS
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