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BRIDGEWATER CANAL CORRIDOR PROJECT BACKGROUND
Salford has a wealth of fascinating heritage. The Bridgewater Canal, Barton Aqueduct and Worsley Delph were at the heart of the industrial revolution.  

Salford City Council and its partners plan to bid for funding to bring these outstanding heritage assets back to life. 

The vision of the Bridgewater Canal Corridor is ‘to conserve, develop and improve access to the Bridgewater Canal Corridor so both the community and visitors can celebrate the unique industrial heritage and enjoy the natural beauty of these historic areas’. 

Work could include opening up access, improving footpaths, the local environment and enhancing visitor facilities. Additional plans may include increasing the number of events and activities taking place so both the community and visitors can enjoy the natural beauty of these historic areas.

The project will be made up of a number of key elements:

· Dredging Old Warke Dam, in Worsley Woods,  to preserve the open water aspect

· Dredging and landscaping of Worsley Delph to make it navigable again

· Making improvements to the towpaths and surrounding environments of the Bridgewater Canal along the 4.7 miles from Boothstown to Barton

· Opening up and improving the environment surrounding the Barton Swing Aqueduct and Road Bridge.

To complement these physical projects and make the most of this fantastic heritage asset, we also want to implement a number of projects which aim to improve the visitor potential of the canal and increase the educational offer. Projects might include: 

· Innovative interpretation of the Delph, Dam, Canal and Swing Aqueduct

· Guided tours and heritage walks

· Heritage open days

· Links with schools in the Greater Manchester area

· Improved visitor facilities 

History of the Bridgewater Canal and Worsley Delph
Worsley Delph

Worsley Delph is a very old stone quarry backed by a large sandstone cliff. The Bridgewater Canal was laid out from here and was used to bring coal from the Duke’s mines via the underground tunnels. The coal was brought out to the surface in specially made boats Mine or ‘M’ boats sometimes called Starvationers because of their exposed ribs; a submerged starvationer can be seen in the Delph today. The underground tunnels are a remarkable feat of engineering and altogether there are around 50 miles of underground canal. The Delph acted as a transfer basin and continuously supplied the canal with water, allowing for both stone from the quarry and coal to be easily transported. It was the lynchpin for further expansion of the coalfield area between 1760 and the 1770’s.

Bridgewater Canal
The building of the Bridgewater Canal and the extension of the coal mines made Worsley the cradle of the industrial revolution in the North West. The idea of using a waterway to transport coal from Worsley to Manchester came about to reduce the cost of carrying it along appalling roads and expensive turnpikes. If there was a heavy thunderstorm, the price of coal could double by the time it reached Manchester. Royal Assent to build the canal was given in 1759.  
The 3 main personalities involved in building the canal were:

John Gilbert- He was appointed agent to the Duke of Bridgewater in 1757 and took part in every stage of the canal’s planning and construction.

James Brindley- Brindley became the foremost canal engineer of his time. His greatest personal achievement was the building of the ‘canal in the sky’, the Barton Aqueduct.

Francis Egerton- The 3rd Duke of Bridgewater. His place in industrial history is secured by his vision and courage in risking his money on the untried technology of waterways. 

          

Today the canal’s use is mainly recreational. Currently there are 1,000 licensed boats and a number of boat hire firms and trip providers work on the water. Other groups also take advantage of the canal, including anglers, walkers, birdwatchers and city dwellers looking for a greenspace to enjoy. 

You can find out more about Salford’s heritage, green spaces and things to do by going to the Visit Salford web pages (http://www.visitsalford.info).
Bridgewater Canal historical timeline
1759- Royal assent given to build the Bridgewater Canal.

1760- Unique system of underground canals begun at Worsley Delph. These would eventually extend around 50 miles. 
1761- Bridgewater Canal completed.

Brindley’s Barton Aqueduct opened, which was a massive structure that allowed the Bridgewater Canal to cross the River Irwell.  On the morning of the opening James Brindley was so scared that the structure would not work, he stayed in bed in a local inn! 

1763- The recorded price of coal being sold in Manchester dropped to half the price of that before the canal opened.

1764- Passenger services on the canal started by the Duke from Manchester to Worsley, using his own boats
1776- Whole length of the canal open from Runcorn to Leigh.

1781- Passenger ‘packet’ boats sailed from Manchester to Warrington and Runcorn and from Manchester to Worsley.

1836- James Nasmyth, inventor of the Steam Hammer, moves his works from a premises in Manchester to a canalside site in Patricroft. 

1846- Parish church of St Mark’s in Worsley endowed. The church now houses the famous clock that strikes 13 at 1 o’clock. This was to stop the late arrival of workmen after lunch, who blamed their bad timekeeping on being unable to hear the clock as it only struck once. 

1849- Worsley Courthouse built on the site of the village stocks.

1850- Old Warke Dam created by damming of the Mill Brook.

1851- Queen Victoria travels from Patricroft to Worsley by Royal Barge.

1887- Canal is purchased by the Manchester Ship Canal Company for £1,710,000. The first million pound cheque!

1887- Old Brindley Aqueduct replaced by the Swing Aqueduct, allowing the Bridgewater Canal to cross the River Irwell and Manchester Ship Canal. 
1910- Worsley Works Yard cleared and ‘Beautified’ to create The Green.

1974- The canal carries its last commercial load to the Kelloggs factory in Trafford Park.
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